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ASSEMBLY 

Sir JfftfKs Bowkef to A/r. Setwyti Lloy^^ {Received Ja/tttttcv 71 

■ W 


<No. i* Contidentlan Ankara, 

January 2, 1957. 
li 1 $ rarely lhat the Turkish' National 
Assembiy discusses foreign alFairs, hut iu 
recent weeks members of the Opposition 
parties have asked a number of questions 
in the Assembly on this subject and have 
both privately and publicly expressed 
resentment at being kept without informa¬ 
tion. In consequence, the Acting Foreign 
Minister, M. Ethem Meiideres, made a full 
statement on Turkish foreign policy on the 
28th of December, a summary of which, 
taken from the semi-official Anatolian 
Agency, I now have the honour to transmit 
to you, 

2. M* Ethem Menderes first repeated the 
Turkish view that peace is indivisible and 
that any danger in any pan of the world 
contains the seeds of a general conflagration. 
Until the recent incidents there prevailed 
the false impression that conditions were 
favourable to the establishment of world 
peace; the events m Poland and in Hungary 
had, however, made clear the real dangers 
of the situation. These events had been no 
surprise to Turkey, which had never been 
deceived by the peace offensive. Turkey 
would be the first to rejoice in any real 
evidence of progress towards world ^acc; 
but unfortunately the Free World was in 
danger of falling under the yoke of doniina* 
tion, and it was necessary cither to obtain 
a renunciation of the aggression which 
threatened Turkey or to take measures of 
collective security which would protect her 
against such aggression* Failing the first 
alternative Turkey considered that the 
Atlantic Treaty, the Bagdad Pact and the 
Balkan Alliance* being essential elements 
in these measures of collective security, 
were the foundations of her foreign policy. 

3* Speaking of the Atlantic Treatv the 
Minister said that the Egyptian incident had 
led those who hoped to see a breach in the 
pact or who were pessimistic about its 
future to change their opinions. They had 


supposed that the differences of opinion 
between the United Slates on the one hand 
and Britain and France on the other showed 
a lack of solidarity within the pact. The 
communique published at the end of the 
recent Ministerial meeting of NATO, 
however, proved that there was complete 
solidarity betw^n all its members, ihai 
military precautions would not be neglected, 
that close political consultation would be 
established between its members and lhat 
any questions which arose between them 
would also be solved between themselves. 

4. The references in the communiqud to 
Hungary and the Middle East did not mean 
lhat NATO was considering intervening in 
the internal affairs of the countries con- 
^med since it was firmly attached to the 
ideals of the United Nations* but as far as 
the Middle East was concerned the 
organisation could not remain indifferent 
to the danger of Soviet infiltration into ihis 
vital region. 

5* Turning to the Bagdad Pact the 
Mini,stcr emphasised thai from the begin¬ 
ning it had been attacked by the enemies 
of peace and stability, which alone proved 
its importance. He spoke of the meetings 
of the four members of the pact at Tehran 
and Bagdad and the part which the pact 
had played in the carrying out of the 
re.solutions of the United Nations 
Assembly* The reference in the Bagdad 
communique (Bagdad telegram No* 1454) 
to the conference of Arab Stales held at 
Beirut meant that the members of ihe pact 
were ready lo hold out their hands to all 
countries showing goodwill. Countries 
were at liberty to join the pact or not, but 
a distinction must be made between thi.s 
and attcmpis to destroy the pad, against 
which Turkey considered hcr&elf free to 
take counter-measures* 

fs. The Minister regretted deeply lhat 
Egypt and Syria in particular were violently 
attacking the Bagdad Pact; this was the 
work of the present leaders of the two 
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coumtries and was certainly not approved 
by the great majoriiy of their inhablLantvS, 
The excesses of these leaders were even 
reflected in the improper actions of their 
diplomatic represeiitaiives in Turkey, and 
Turkey would be obliged to take against 
them such measures as were appropriate to 
international practiccp Hostility of Egyptian 
leaders followed by those of Syria had now 
reached such a degree that it was irrepar¬ 
able: they had made a principle of their 
foreign policy to create an abyss between 
the Western countries and those of Africa 
and Asia and thus to serve as an instrument 
of Communist policy. Posing as defenders 
of Islam they gave the worst enemies of 
Islam the possibility of establishing them¬ 
selves on Egyptian territory: and ai the time 
when they spoke of liberty and independ¬ 
ence they turned their backs on Hungary 
in order to attract for themselves votes at 
[he United Nations and try to establish 
domination over the other Arab countries. 
There w^ere tw’o causes of this shameless 
impudence. Communist tactics and the 
general malaise and instability in the Middle 
East. In this connection Egypt had posed 
as the victim of the operations of Israel and 
later of Britain and France, whereas she 
herself had deliberately provoked them. 

7. Speaking of Israel the Minister insisted 
on the need for a conference between all 
inicre5:ied counirtcs to deal with this ques¬ 
tion, bearing in mind that some countries 
would attend with the aim not of contri¬ 
buting to a solution hut of obstructing it. 
The principal reasons which had induced 
the Turkish Government to recah their 
Minister from Israel was to deprive ihe 
Egyptian and Syrian leaders of an argument 
which they were exploiting in order to 
incite public opinion in their countries 
against Turkey. 

8. Turning to the Balkan Alliance and 
Cyprus, the Minister affirmed that the 
alliance, which had been concluded in the 
same spirit as the Atlantic Treaty and the 
Bagdad Pact, still retained its full import¬ 
ance for Turkey. For a tripartite pact 
to be effeciive, however, all partners must 
collaborate, and this unfortunately was not 
happening. The Mimsier then referred to 
the statement by M. Karamanlis that the 
alliance would remain moribund until 
Greek aspirations over Cyprus wpe 
achieved and that even its denunciation 
was under consideration. Greece tried the 
same tactics within NATO but had not 
achieved, and would not achieve, the result 
that she had hoped for, for the simple 


reason that there she had only one vote 
among fifteen whereas in the Balkan 
Alliance she had one among three. 
Turkey's ally Yugoslavia said that she 
attached importance to the pact but Turkey 
was not persuaded that Yugoslavia fully 
appreciated the obligations which it 
entailed; in a connict between members it 
was the duty of the neutral party to invite 
that party which was acting arbitrarily 
fGreecel to fulhl its engagements. 

9. The Minister said that the question of 
Cyprus at present pre.vented the following 
aspect: — 

fi) It was on the agenda of the United 
Nations Assembly on two counts; 
the Greek demand that the inhabi¬ 
tants of the island should have the 
right of self-determination, and the 
British complaint that terrorism in 
(he island was the work of Greece. 

(iil The North Atlantic Council had 
decided with the concurrence of 
Greece that member countries which 
did not succeed in solving a dispute 
would not take it before another 
International organisation but would 
submit it to the North Atlantic 
Council, Nevertheless, Greece had 
not brought this dispute before 
NATO. 

(iiil On the 19th of December the British 
Government had published a draft 
Constitution for self-government. 
The statement made by the Turkish 
Prime Minister on the 20th of 
December to the Anatolian Agency 
on this point was conslmctive and 
favourable—constructive because it 
considered the draft as a basis for 
discussion, and favourable because it 
looked forward to a solution of the 
Cyprus question on a logical basis. 

10. The Minister emphasised the British 
declaration that the new Constitution would 
not be put into force so long as terrorism 
In Cyprus continued. The British Govern¬ 
ment had accepted the Turkish point of 
view on this, 

11. Another condition which Turkey 
considered indisi^ensabic was that the 
Turkish Cypriots should have equal rights 
with Ihe other community. The Turkish 
Government would examine the Radcliffe 
Report from this point of view and would 
communteatc their conclusions to the 
British Government. 

12. The self-governing Constitution was 
a provisional solution; what counted was 
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scif-dc ter mi nation, under pretext of which 
Greece wished to annex the island. If the 
British Government had proclaimied from 
the beginning, as had Turkey, that self* 
determination was not possible in aJI cases, 
that the inhabitants of the island were of 
different races, and that there was an 
ondying hostility between the two 
communities, also that the strategical 
importance of Cyprus for Turkey and^ her 
geographical Juridical and general position 
did not permit the grant of the right of 
self-determination, then it would merely 
have been a question of self-government. 
However, the British Government had from 
the beginning accepted in principle the right 
of self-determination for Cyprus under 
certain conditions and without fixing the 
date. This policy of Britain had been the 
origin of terrorism, fomented with ihe aim 
of hastening self-determination, or at least 
the application of a form of self-government 
which would lead to this final result. Turkey 
had stated many times in the most formal 
manner that she would never accept the 
annexation of Cyprus to Greece. 

13, The Minister spoke of the statement 
in the House of Commons by the Colonial 
Secretary in which he said that if the 
Turkish community voted for Turkey it 
would not be left under foreign dommation, 
thus implying partition of the island, and 
the only adequate solution. Great Britain 
should still maintain bases and military 
installations on Cyprus since these were 
neces,sary for the security of Turkey and of 
the region. 

14. Though this long formal statement 
was made by the Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, in practice, as you know, 
it is the Prime Minister himself who directs 
Turkish foreign policy, and it was he who 
replied to the various questions raised in 
Ihe debate which followed. 

J5. Speaking of Article 3 of the 
communique published after the Bagdad 
meeting (referring to the Beirut com¬ 
munique enclosed In Mr. Middleton's 
despatch No. 188 of the 22nd of November), 
the Prime Minister gave an assurance that 
this did not constitute any commitment for 
Turkey and was merely an expression of 
opinion. (It is a point to which the 
Opposition People's Republican Party 
attach particular importance that Turkey 
should not undertake further commitments 
iti the Middle East.) In fact, he pointed 
out, the Beirut communique spoke of the 
application of the United Nations resolu¬ 
tions of the 2nd. the 4ih and the 7th of 


November for the suspension of hostilities 
in Egypt and the evacuation of Egyptian 
territory, and this was a point with which 
Turkey was compieiely in agreement. 
.Another point with which Turkey agreed 
was Article H of the Beirut communique, 
which said that the question of the Suez 
Canal should be kept entirely independent 
from [he question of aggression against 
Egypt. The point of view of the Turkish 
Government with regard to the operation 
of the Suez Canal had been made clear In 
their statements at the time of the London 
Conference. 

16. The recall of the Turkish Minister 
from Tel Aviv had had its effeci since the 
enemies of Turkey, seeing this weapon 
struck from their hands, had turned to 
fresh manifestations of hostility. 

17. Speaking of Cyprus the Prime 
Minister stated that the Government con¬ 
sidered the panhion of the island a proposal 
worth serious consideration. This did not 
mean that the Government accepted in 
their entirety the British proposals either 
for self-governmeru or for self-determina¬ 
tion: he was examining the question with 
the leaders of the Turkish community and 
would, if necessary, make suggestions to the 
British Government, For the Turkish 
Government the mast important point was 
the final fate of Cyprus, Turkey wished 
Great Britain to remain on the island, but, 
in the light of the new solution which had 
been offered, the Government were eon* 
vinced that partition would ensure the 
continued existence under the Turkish flag 
of their brothers of Turkish race and that 
the island would thus no longer be a danger 
spot for Turkey. 

18. Replying to a question on what 
would be the position in the event of a 
change of government in Great Britain, the 
Prime Minister said that Turkish policy 
would remain the same. His recent 
declaration was In favour only of the 
present decision of Great Britain and any 
change in this decision would involve a 
revocation of his agreement to it. 

19. These statements were well received 
by all parlies, and even supporters of the 
Opposition have commented favourably on 
their frankness. They are in effect the 
public expression of a consistent foreign 
policy of which Her Majesty's Government 
are aware and on which I have reported 
as has been necessary. There is therefore 
little to which 1 need draw particular atten¬ 
tion. 1 should explain that the reference 
to unfriendly activities of Egyptian and 
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Syrian diplomalic miisiom in Turkey 
(pariieraph 6) irefers to anti^British propa¬ 
ganda which they have been putting about. 
In particular the Egyptian Military Attache 
has recently been taken lo task by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs for circulating 
offensive anti-Brllish cartoons* and I have 
no doubt that we may count on the Turkish 
Governmeni to act firmly if this practice is 
continued, 1 should also draw attention 
to the explicit statement that Egypt had 
deliberately provoked both the Israeli and 
the Anglo-French attacks on her. 1 should 
also add that the justifications given for the 
withdrav/al of the Turkish Minister from 
Israel (paragraphs 7 and 16) have struck 
many in this country as lame, 

20. Finally* there are one or two points 
in the statement about Cyprus to which I 
should invite notice. The first is the 
implication that Turkey would accept 
discussion of the dispute by the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation, Secondly, 
you will have remarked the implication, 
unfounded but perhaps not of great 


importance* that it was Turkey who had 
persuaded Great Britain to make the 
condition that no consiitulion should be 
introduced in Cyprus until terrorism had 
ceased. Lastly* you will note the public 
expression of what has already been said 
privately* namely, that Turkey attached 
much more importance to the final fate of 
the island than to the application of self- 
government and that she regarded her 
acquiescence in the present proposals as a 
bargain from which she would be free to 
withdraw if the attitude of Her Majesty's 
Government were to change. 

21*1 am sending copies of this despatch 
to Her Majesty's Representatives at Wash- 
inizton, Paris* Athens, Belgrade* Bagdad, 
Tehran* Karachi, Beirut, Tel Aviv; also to 
the Heads of the United Kingdom Delega¬ 
tions at New York and Paris and to the 
Political Olheer with the Middle East 
Forces. 

I have. &c. 

JAMES BOWKER, 
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RK lin/2 No. 2 

TURKISH ATTITUDE TO CYPRUS 

Sir James Bowker to Mr. Selwyn Lioyd. (Received January 28\ 

(No. 12. Restricted) Ankara. 

Sir* Jamtary 22, /957. 

1 have the honour to inform you that the Budget of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs was discussed in the Budget Commillee of the Grand National Assembly 
on the 17lh and 18th of January, 

2. The discussions were divided into two parts. On the first day over 30 
questions were pul by Democrat Party and Opposition Deputies* ranging over a 
wide field of Turkish foreign policy. Some of these questions were simply requests 
for information but others were framed critically of the Government’s policy 
especially over Cyprus and Turco-Greek relaiions, 

3. The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs asked for time to consider the 
questions; and the answers were given in the discussions on the 19th of January. 
The task of answering was divided between the Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, the Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and finally the 
Prime Minister. Further questions were asked between each series of answers and 
the discussion on Cyprus closed with a long exchange between the Prime Minister 
and a Freedom Party Deputy* The Budget itself was eventually approved by the 
Committee. 

4. The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs replied to questions about the 
Turkish Foreign l^rvice and the establishment of new Turkish Diplomatic Missions 
abroad while the Secretary-General and the Prime Minister concentrated on 
replying to the many political questions mainly connected with the Cyprus problem. 
The following is a summary of the main points in the various replies. 

5* M. Ethem Menderes said that 11 new Turkish Ambassadors had been 
appointed and that agri^nieni had been received for nine of these. He also referr^ 
to the decision to open new Diplomatic Missions m Ethiopia* Korea, Tunis* 
Morocco and Indonesia. 

6* M. Birgi began by saying that the principles of Turkish foreign ^Ucy 
had already been explained in the President's opening speech to the Grand 
National Assembly on the 1st of November, 1956 (my despatch No* 201 of the 
6th of November, 1956) and also in subsequent statements by the Prime Minister 
and others (my despatch No* I of the 2nd of January). Turkey could not pursue 
a homogeneous policy in Asia and .Africa but was in sympathy with Asian and 
African countries* The French Government appeared strong in Algeria but those 
with a sense of justice were on the side of those fighting for Independence, The 
American failure to join the Baghdad Pact was not a sign of weakness in the Pact. 
The recent meetings in Tehran and Baghdad and the present meeting in Ankara 
had strengthened the Pact. 

7, Turning to Cyprus he said that the three Allies concerned would accept 
any solution which was agreeable to all* since they all realised that the Cyprus 
problem had become a problem which was upsetting the power and unity of the 
free world. 

8. Turkey bad not originated the idea of partition. This idea had originated 
in a stateirient by the British Government; and the reasons for Turkey's acceptance 
of it had been explained to the Grand National Assembly* Turkey’s acceptance 
of this idea before aw^ailing the decision of the Greek Government demonstrated 
Turkey’s goodwill and desire to help in a solution of the problem. 

9* Turkey had not withdrawn from her original thesis on Cyprus and no 
concessions of principle had been made which would harm the rights and interests 
of Cypriot Turks or the political* strategic and historic interests of Turkey. 

iO. The idea of a condomimum for Cyprus had been examined by the Turkish 
Government but was considered unnatural and open lo manoeuvres based on secret 
calculations. 
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11. The report being prepared by M. Nihat Erim was not a praposaJ for a 
consLUntion but a report about how the constitution should be pm into effect. 
Professor Erim would have talks with the Governor of Cyprus and with Lord 
RadclilTe. 

12. The visit by tlw Turkish Goodwill Mission to Latin American countries 
had produced very favourable results. 

13. After a long discussion in which the Prime Minister criticised the 
Secretary-General of the People s Republican Party, M. Kasim Giilek, for seeking 
an interview with President Eisenhower's Citizen Advisers on Mutual tourity who 
have been visiting Turkey recently, he (the Prime Minister) turned to answering 
a series of rjuestions pul by a Freedom Party Deputy criticising the Government's 
Cyprus policy► He said that the Turkish Government had already made clear 
that their policy was the right one and were satisfied that it would provide a just 
solution to the problem 

14. He defended the concept of equal rights for self-determination for the 
two communities in Cyprus and said that the Turkish Government were satisfied 
that the island was divisible. The fact that one part of the island was mountainous 
and the other flat was no deterrent. Human beings had created countries before on 
rocky ground. 

15. The dividing line in the island could be drawn on the same principle as 
the frontier dividing Thrace. The Turkish Government did not say that partition 
should be based on the exact proportion of the popuEation. This would be a Greek 
thesis. In Turkey's view the property and possessions of the people of the island 
must also be a basis for partition. When one part of the island constituted a 
protective outpost for the Turkish motherland with the Turkish flag flying over iL 
the Turkish forces stationed there could contro-l incidents on the other side of the 
frontier. It was not necessary for all the Turks in the island to come over to the 
Turkish side. A voluntary exchange of population could be envisaged. 

16. M. Menderes' main theme was in fact that there was no possible practical 
alternative to the present policy of the Turkish Government on this problem. 

17. The General Assembly of the People*s Republican Party subsequently 
published a communique (on the 20th of January) outlining the Governmenis 
Cyprus policy and saying that they Ube P.R.P.) were following developments with 
interest towards a solution most suitable to Turkey's national interests. The 
communique added that there was no contact between the Govcrnmeni and the 
P.R.B. on foreign affair SI and that the Prime Minister had given no reason for refusing 
to meet the leader of the P.R.P. to discuss foreign affairs. The section of the 
communique dealing with foreign affairs ended by deploring the fact that Britain 
did not participate in the meeting in. Ankara of the four Baghdad Pact countries- 
expressing the hope that all member countries of the Pact would function togelher 
for its preservation; and welcoming the Eisenhower Plan for the Middle East. 

18. I am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's Ambassadors at 
Athens. Washington, Baghdad and Tehran, to the Heads of the United Kingdom 
Delegations at New York and Paris, the United Kingdom High Commissioner at 
Karachi, the Governor of Cyprus and to the Political Officer with the Middle East 
Forces, 

I have, &c. 

JAMES BOWKER. 
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TURKEY : ANNUAL REVIEW fOK 1?S6 

Sir JamtfS Bfywker to Mr, Seiwyn Lioyd. {Received Fehmar^ Jl 


(No. IS, ConftdeiUial} Ankanh 
Sir, Junuury Si, /9J7. 

1 have the honour to submit the following 
review of developments in Turkey during 
1956. 

Infernal Affairs 

2, The year 1956 produced little change 
in internal affairs, though there was a 
gradual consolidation of the Prime 
Minister's authority in the country and 
jvjihin his own Party, Already in January 
h seemed likely that the promises of consti¬ 
tutional reform and other liberal measures 
which had been forced on M, Mendcres by 
the revolt in his own Parly and the Cabinet 
crisis of November 1955 would not be 
carried out; and in fact they were not. On 
the contrary^ at intervals during the year the 
Government took new measures to limit ihe 
possibilities of independent minded criticism 
or effective opposition, In iMay they coin- 
l-ulsorily retired a number of judges; and 
with this threat hanging over them tlie 
remainder were under pressure to accept 
political direction in giving decisions. In 
June the Government passed amendments 
to the already severe Press Law, whose main 
effect was to limit even further the freedom 
of the press to criticise Govcrnmeni policy. 
At the end of the .same month they intro¬ 
duced a new law' of meetings, which 
required ofllclal approval for any polilical 
meeting except during an electoral c^im- 
paign; this in practice debarred Opposition 
politicians from holding any meetings at all. 
During Ihe summer and autumn recess of 
the National Assembly, w'hich is ihe season 
for political campaigning in Ihe provinces, 
the Government made use of these two laws 
to harasjj the members of (he Opposition 
lo a ridiculous degree, even to the extent of 
preventing them from shaking hands with 
their supporters. The result w'as an infinite 
number of law-suits, particularly against the 
Secrctary*General of the People's Republi¬ 
can Party, M. Kasim Giilek, which, owing 
to the jnrmite possibilities of appeal in 
Turkish taw^ never seemed to come to any 
final conclusion, in December the Govern- 
^^ent took steps to suppress the growing 
ppposition in the Universitlejs, particularly 
the Political Science Faculty of the Uni¬ 


versity of Ankara. The extent to which 
teachers and students should be free to 
indulge in politics had been a long-standing 
subject of argument. The Dean of the 
Faculty, known for his hostility to the 
Government, was suspended from office for 
some critical statement in his speech at the 
ceremonial opening of the aciidcmic year. 
He thereupon resigned and a number of 
other teachers in the Faculty resigned in 
sympathy. 

3. Each successive measure aroused great 
protest and controversy in the Press and 
elsewhere^ and the Government as well as 
Ehe Opposition exaggerated ihdr import¬ 
ance: in fact, they are so much a part of the 
pauern of Turkish political life that undue 
attention need no: be paid to claims, 
w'hdhcr from inside or outside the country, 
that they mean the end of democracy in 
Turkey. It is^ however, a regreilable fact 
that as a result ol these measures and of his 
general atiiiude of impatient rejection of 
any criticism, M. Menderes makes little 
appeal to the limited number of younger 
Turks who are genuinely interested m their 
country's progress in the Jess materialistic 
domains than those which fill the horizon of 
the present adminislralion, 

4. Nevertheless, the Opposition parties 
were left with little opportunity for con¬ 
structive action and it cannoi be said that 
they took full advantage of such as they 
had. The traditional Opposition party, the 
People’s Republican Party, offered no 
serious alternative programme to the 
Government. The new Freedom Party did 
not make the progress that had been hoped. 
Though its supporters in the A.ssembly 
increased in number so that ti had become 
the largest Parliamentary Opposition party 
and though a good deal of effort was spent 
on establishing an organisation throughout 
Ihe country by the end of the year, it had 
in fact achieved little influence outside 
intellectual circles in the large towns. Little 
was heard of the third Opposition parly, the 
Republican National Party. In the autumn 
there were proposals for an alliance 
between these three Parties, but they came 
lo nothing and each side blamed the other 
for the failure. Responsibility seenis to have 
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been in fact divided; cx-Prcsidcnt (ndnii 
and ihe teaders of the Peopte’a Republican 
Party were jealous for their personal posi¬ 
tion in any such alliance; the Freedom Parly 
insisted loo much on concentrating on 
proposals for constitutional reform to the 
exclusion of any constructive policy; the 
Republican National Parly adopted an 
equivocal altitude throughout, Sint^ the 
Opposition’s only hope of a victory in the 
next election seems to be to present a united 
front, their prospects remained dim. 

5. Apart from these inter-party 
manoeuvres there is little else to report, but 
it would be unfair to criticise the Govern¬ 
ment on this count. Their plaits for the 
social and economic development of the 
country went forward and a good many of 
them came to fruition in 1956. Consc- 
qucmly there has been a series of cere¬ 
monial openings of barrages, sugar factories 
and other industrial undertakings which 
have given the Prime Minister an oppor¬ 
tunity to draw attention to the achievements 
of the Democrat Party Government and to 
belittle the achievements of twenty-five 
years of People’s Republican Party rule. 
Their economic imporiance is discussed 
bdow; ihcir political significance has been 
to ncinforcc the Government's influence in 
ihe country, The same Ls true of the new 
National Protection Law, passed in June, 
which had the effect of temporarily redu¬ 
cing or siabiltsing a very wide range of 
prices. 

6. Concurrently with the rise in the stock 
of his Parly, the Prime Minister's own self- 
con fide nee and energy returned. He regu¬ 
larly devoted a part of his public speeches 
to strong and bitter attacks on what he 
described as the unpatriotic attitude of the 
Opposiiion in making capital from the 
economic difTiculties of the country, but 
later in the year his vehemence turned to 
loflV contempt. He made no concession to 
critics within his own Party, and any whose 
eriliclsm had been too outspoken were 
expelled land formed the main recruits of 
the new Freedom Party), Rumour.^; of wide- 
^ipread discontent within the Democrat 
Party Group died away as the year pro¬ 
gressed, and at the end of the year it seemed 
certain lhat they were well to heel. The 
Prime Minister rid himself of Mini.stcrs who 
would iiol work closely Co his direction. 
With the resiemition of Professor Kdpriilti 
from the Ministry of Foreign AUairs in June 
towing to dilTerenccs over Party matters 
♦■alher than foreign policy) he eliminated 
perhaps the only member of his Cabinet 


who because of his great support within the 
Party might perhaps have been prepared to 
stand up to him. Over much of the year 
M. Menderes was elTectively In personal 
charge of all the principal Departments of 
State, the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, 
Interior, Finance and Defence. He found 
time in the autumn to set on foot an exten¬ 
sive town planning scheme in Istanbul and 
a lesser one in Ankara. Those who had 
been the subjects of Parliamentary investi¬ 
gation as a result of the Cabinet crisis at 
the end of 1955 (all friends of the Prime 
Minister) were formally cleared. A year 
later he felt himself strong enough to 
reappoint to the Ministries of the Interior 
and Finance former Ministers who had had 
to resign, one after Ihe riots of September 

1955 and the other during the Cabinet crisis, 
in short, ai the end of the year it only 
wanted the return of M. Zorlu to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to restore the 
position of M. Mendcres and his Govern¬ 
ment to that which they had held in the 
summer of 1955. 

7. The economic sitUEitlon at the end of 

1956 was confusing. Though the trade 
deficit had been reduced* mainly by lower 
imporis, there w^os little real improvement 
compared with 1955. Externally, Turkey's 
situation continued seemingly precarious, 
with a heavy burden of foreign indebted¬ 
ness and no likelihood for a number of 
years to come that exports would be able 
to pay for ail the necessary imports. Intern¬ 
ally too the picture was dark. The measures 
taken in June under the National Protection 
Law to curb [iiflalion* after a temporary 
stabilisation, did not have the expected 
results. Many consumer articles, including 
an ever-increasing number of every-day 
household requirements, were unobtain¬ 
able, and shortages of essentials developed 
through the effects of price control. The 
cereals crop was grossly overestimated, and 
larec quantities of wheat {U.S.S46 million) 
and some other foodstuffs were imported 
from the United Slates, against payment in 
Turkish lira. Exports suffered from high 
internal prices. Turkish commercial debts, 
which included some £17 million to the 
United Kingdom, showed no sign of 
decreasing, and there were defaults on pay¬ 
ments in respect of major capita! projeetJi 
undertaken by foreign firms. 

8. The Turkish Government, and in 
particular the Prime Minister, remained 
undismayed by these dismal facts, claiming 
that they were ternpofary worries unavoid¬ 
able in the process of furnishing Turkey 
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with the modern equipment essential to a 
country in her position in world affairs, 
rhis attitude was exemplified in the Turk¬ 
ish Government's report for O.E.E.C. in 
October which stated: “ Turkey .... firmly 
believes in the objectives which U has set 
itself; u is convinced that its partners will 
be ready to participate with increased 
understanding and sympathy in the efforts 
mude to attain those objectives/’ In accord¬ 
ance with this conception of Turkey’s eco¬ 
nomic destiny, the investment programme 
continued through the year unchecked, It 
covered the construction of new ports, bar* 
rages, electric power stations, iron and steel 
works, textiles and other factories, the 
increase of coal production and the modern¬ 
isation of Istanbul and Ankara with whole¬ 
sale demolhiona to make way for new 
thoroughfares. Some of these projects were 
nianifesEly extravagant. There was still 
insufficient co-ordiEmtion so that much of 
tile vast expenditure on capital projects was 
failing to produce a proper return. Never¬ 
theless, much progrcjis was made during the 
year on projects which undoubtedty are 
essentia I for the conn try's development. 
Moreover, some oi the investments were 
already beginning to pay off, particularly in 
regard to electricity and cement product ion 
and roads, Twelve foreign companies were 
working on exploration for oil, with reason¬ 
able hopes of success, and at the end of the 
year negotiations were in progress with 
British and American firms for (he construc- 
tbn of a large refinery near Istanbul 

9, The economic situation during 1956 
Was thus characterised by a continuing 
ferment and a steady urge towards moderni¬ 
sation. combined with the facile and 
Characteristically Turkish feeling that by 
Jibout I960 a new era of prosperity would 
dawn as present investments came to 
fruition. While, however, much rapid pro- 
Eress was made, the weaknesses in Turkish 
e^conomy and the peculiarities and limita¬ 
tions of Turkish mentality continued to 
belie the justification for sucli rosy prog- 
tiosticaiions* Little attention was given to 
such hard realities as the fact (hat growing 
industrialisation was creuiing new claims 
r^uiring increased imports of raw mate¬ 
rials and equipment, that more and better 
foads was creating the ncsed for more 
^’chicles, and that even if oit were found in 
Significant quantities, huge sums would be 
required for its effective exploitation. Thus, 
the end of the year, the best that Turkey 
J^uld hope for in the next few years was 
‘0 be able to pay her way on a minimum 


basts without adding unduly to her accu¬ 
mulated foreign indebtedness, and to keep 
inllaticnary forces under some degree of 
control. Even these objectives called for 
greater discipline in planning and expendi¬ 
ture than had been exercised hitherto. 

10, Defence e.xpendiLure, despite substan¬ 
tia! contributions from America and 
N.A.T,0., remained a heavy burden on 
Turkish economy, totalling over 25 per cent, 
of the general budget. Military defence 
measures progressed during the year at a 
siow' bui steady pace and within the frame¬ 
work of programmes formulated by 
N.AXO. No notable change of concept 
or material took place and t!vc active man¬ 
power content of the Turkish armed forces 
and their ancillaries remained between 
350,000 and 400,000. The American Mili- 
try Mission to Turkey continued to be the 
dominating foreign influence and to render 
inestimable, if not alw'ays appreciated, 
service to the Turkish forces. Military pro¬ 
gress in general continued to be impeded by 
the outmexJed organisation of the Turkish 
General Staff, The Turkish Navy played 
a full part in N.A.T.O, exercises. With the 
exception of a combined amphibian exer¬ 
cise and a NlA.T.O, air exercise, the training 
programmes of the Army and .Air Force 
continued on the usual somewhat parochial 
lines and without the benefit of practical 
work in the field with forces of other 
nations. In response to persistent appeals 
from the Turkish Govemmeni that Her 
Majesty's Government should negotiate 
the transfer of a number of British ships 
from the Reserve Fleet to the Turkish Navy 
in replacement of obsolete vessels now in 
service, Her Majesty's Government offered 
to make available four destroyers on very 
long-term credits. At the end of the year 
the Turks were still pressing an additional 
request for a small cruiser. Following the 
Anglo-French intervention in Egypt Turkish 
forces look a number of precautionary 
measures which in the c,ase of the Army 
amounted lo partial mobilisation. Most of 
these measures had been cancelled by the 
end of the year. 

Foreign Affairs 

II. Internationa] developments gave 
Turkey increasing cause for an.xiety as the 
year advanced. Her voice was heWd and 
her influence felt in a variety of inter¬ 
national forums. The loss of impetus, as 
she saw it. on the pan of N,A,T.O., the state 
of suspended animation of the Balkan 
Alliance, and the arrested development of 
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(he Bagdad had already in ihe earlier 
nioiiths of ihe year created a sense of grow¬ 
ing isolation. With the deterioration of the 
siiLiadon m the Middle East following ou 
Colonel Nasser's nationalisation of the Suez 
Canal and later the Israeli attack on Egypt 
and the Franco^Brilisli intervention) 
Turkey's anxieties grew^ particularly as the 
internal situation in Syria gave clear indica¬ 
tions of Soviet penetration of the Middle 
East area south of her borders. 

12, There was little that Turkey could 
do to inject vigour into the Balkan Alliance. 
Although Yugoslavia, in her fresh dilBcul* 
lies with Russia, showed signs of renewed 
interest in the Alliance. Greece continued 
10 make it quite clear that as far as she was 
concerned nothing could be done to revive 
ihe tripartite alliance as long as the existing 
tension continued with Turkey over Cyprus. 
After the visit of the Greek Prime Minister 
lo Belgrade in December, the Turkish 
Government asked the Yugoslav Govern¬ 
ment bluntly lo explain their present atti* 
lude to the Alliance in view of what seemed 
to 1^ the aim of the Greek Government to 
use it as an instrument for strengthening 
relations between Greece and Yugoslavia, 
to the exclusion of Turkey. 

13. In the Middle East Turkey played an 
active role. Throughout the year she 
repeatedly called the attention of Britain 
and America to the pressing necessity of 
strengthening the Bagdad Pact, and this 
was one of the themes developed by the 
Turkish Prime Minister during your visit 
to Ankara in March. Colonel Nasser's 
nationalisation of the Suez Canal confirmed* 
us the Turks felt, the views which they had 
frequenily expressed about his dangerous 
ambitions and in private they made little 
secret of their disappointment that Britain 
had not intervened with force at that junc¬ 
ture, Turkey accepted promptly the imita¬ 
tion to attend the conference on Suez 
convened in London in August, and on that 
occasion, as at the Second London Corifer- 
ence in September, the Turkish Delegation, 
headed by the Secretary-General of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, supported the 
Anglo-French proposals. In a memorandum 
commumcaied to America and Britain in 
September, the Turkish Government called 
attention to the particular threats to Turkey 
resulting from the increasing evidence of 
Russian designs in Syria and the alleged 
violation of Turkish air space by Russian 
military aircraft. The memorandum urged 
the early accession of ,4merica to the Bag¬ 
dad Pact as the most effective means of 


giving it the strength and stability which it 
so urgently needed. After the Anglo-French 
intervention in the Suez Canal following 
the Israeli attack on Egypt, the Turkish 
Prime Minister, at the meeting of the Prime 
Ministers of the four Muslim members of 
the Bagdad Pact hurriedly convened at 
Tehran, effectively supported the Shah of 
Iran in deprecating any idea of discarding 
Britain from the Alliance. At the subse¬ 
quent meeting of the Four at Bagdad ten 
days later, M. Menderesgave further timely 
encouragement to Nuri Pasha. At the same 
time he thought it expedient to agree to the 
msistent request of the other three Muslim 
members of the Pact that Turkey should 
withdraw her Minister from Israel, 

14. The Turkish Government took the 
lead in bringing to the attention of N.A.T.O. 
the situation in the Middle East and its 
disturbing possibilities for the Western 
Alliance. The attendance at a N.A.T.O, 
Council meeliiig of the Turkish Acting 
Foreign Minister at the end of November 
was followed the next month by the partici¬ 
pation* for the first time, of the Turkish 
Prime Minister at the Ministerial meeting 
of the Council* at which a Turkish niemo- 
r and urn was circulated and the situation in 
the Middle East accepted as a subject which 
N.AXO, should keep under continuing 
study. The Turkish Government regarded 
this as a first step towards creating some link 
between N.A.T.O, and the Bagdad Pact 
which would provide for regular contacts 
tieiw'een the two groupings and some 
measure of military planning, 

15, On Cyprus the Turkish Government 
maintained the altitude that they could 
not agree to any solution which kept 
alive the possibility of Enosis, It was 
on that basis that they rejected the 
proposals which Her Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment put to them in June whereby a date 
would be fixed for considering the pplica- 
tion of self-determination, despite the 
carefully devised safeguards for Turkey’s 
interests which the proposals contained. 
Logically enough, however, the Turkish 
Government accepted as a basis of discus¬ 
sion Lord Radcliffes report on a Constitu¬ 
tion for Cyprus published in December, 
This they did in the framework of Her 
Majesty's Government's statement of 
policy made at the time of the publica¬ 
tion of the report, which e.siablishcd 
the principle of eventual application 
of se I f-delcrnii nation equally to the 
Turkish and Greek communities in the 
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island and accepted partition as a possible 
ultimate solution. By this time the Turkish 
Government had reached their own conclu¬ 
sion that partition was the only pracitcal 
solution of a problem which was continuing 
to create such a dangerous tension in Turco- 
Greek relations. In accepting Her Majesty’s 
Government's proposals as a basis for dis¬ 
cussion, they showed plainly their belief that 
■a Constitution svouid prove impracticable 
end expressed the hope that if such proved 
to be the case Har Majesty's Government 
wpuid abandon further attempts in that 
direction and proceed at once to the con¬ 
ception of what [he Turkish Government 
called integral application of the principle of 
self-determination. The flying visit paid to 
Turkey by Her Majesty's Principal Secretary^ 
of State for the Colonies for the purpose of 
explaining Her Majesty's Government’s 
proposals to (hs Turkish Governmem no 
doubt comributed greatly towards their 
favourable reception. 

Ih, Your oflicial visit to Ankara in March 
gave the Turkish Government, and the 
Turkish Prime Minister in particular, a wel¬ 
come opportunity of demonstrating their 
^fl-repeated desire to work in aJl aspects of 
foreign policy in close consnitation and 
co-opsraiion with Britain. Your discussions 
'vith M, Mcndcrcs covered a wide range of 
subjects and the reference in the com¬ 
munique, issued at the end of your visit, to 
an effective and lively friendship being more 
than a formal document referred to only in 
times of crisis, was generally regarded as a 
fitting description of Anglo-Turkish rela- 
Lons. As stated above, the British position 
jn regard to Egyptian nationaFis,ition of the 
Suez Canal was supported by Turkey, and 
''tfler the subsequent Anglo-French inter- 
’^tniion the Turkish Government exerted 
themselves actively to mitigate its dfects on 
Britain's relations with the three other 
Muslim members of the Bagdad Pact, and 

preserve her associations with the Pact, 
^rkey's aLtitude on Cyprus continued to 
^ that as far as Turkey was concerned the 
Cyprus problem existed only by reason of 
jht fact that Britain had accepted the possi¬ 
bility of eventually relinquishing her 
^bvercignty over the island. 

17* Friendly approaches to Turkey from 
Russia continued through most of the year 
^>^d included hanti* of large-scale economic 
^ssistanc^. Turkey maintained her altitude 
^ cold reserve and* as mentioned above, 
increasingly perturbed as the year 
^civanccd over growing Russian penetration 
the Middle Hast area, especiallv in Egvpi 


and Syria. To Turkey's relief the year 
passed without any of the signatories of the 
Montreux (Straits! Canvention availing 
itself of the option under article 29 of asking 
for an amendment of any of its provisions, 

18. America, with her numerous teams 
administering military and economic assist¬ 
ance, remained Ihe source from which most 
material blessings flowed and the country 
whose day to day relations with Turkey 
were the closest and the most widespread. 
The blessings remained on more or less the 
same scale as last year in spite of Turkish 
hopes of greater favours, though from lime 
to time extra assistance was forthcoming 
ovei certain acute shortages, especially oil 
iind wheat, 

19. There were manifestations during the 
year, through exchanges of visits of various 
kinds, of the desire lo develop further 
economic and political relations with Ger¬ 
many. though at the end of the year 
:5rrarigemcnts for a contract for Turkey to 
supply a large quantity of small arms and 
ammunition had not been finalised, Turkey's 
relations with other European countries 
were mostly concerned with arrangements 
for continuing commercial c.xchangcs and 
liquidating arrears of Turkey's debts. 

20. There were exchanges of formal visits 
with countries of the Bagdad Pact and 
,yghanistati, and the King of Libya paid a 
visit to Turkey in July. Little happened 
during the year to emphasise Turkey’s 
membership of the Afro-Asian group of 
nations. 

31, f attach a chronological summary of 
the main events of the year, 

22. 1 am sending copies of this despatch 
to Her Majesty's Representatives at 
Bagdad. Tehran and Karachi and to (he 
Political Olflcer with the Middle East 
Forces. 

I hai e, &c. 

JA.VfES BOWKER, 


Clironolai|;ic4t SununiAn' uf EvtvU in Turkey 
duHqj! 1*!^ 

I.— iKTtuNAL Affairs 

/{iHuary 

11 DccLs.it>ti bj' Maiional Assemblv for a 

Parlianwniafy rnv^stigatioA into Uif 
conduct while in ofFcc of the cx-Minuters 
of Finance (Hasan Pobtkanl, Economy 
and ConiimtcfCc iSiiti Vircali) and the 
eX'Depjiy Prime Minister (Fatin Ru^td 
ZorluT 
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Fchmary 

S Dec^^ion by Njiticnul Asscoibly for o 
Parliamentary Investi^tioA rctio the 
conduct while in office of Ebe CK^Miftislcr 
of State for Prtii Affairs. Dr. Mukerrem 
Sarol. 

N Disiisurmis lire at Cerze. on Black Sea 
Coast, virtually destroying the town- 

20 Serious earthqu^e at Eski^hir. 

2S Decree No. 1961 c^itcnding Martial Law in 
Istanbul for a further three months. 

2S Law No 6<tiM and No. about com' 
pensation for damage and loss suffered 
m the riots of September 6-7. 1955. 

29 Approval by National Assenrtbly of budget 
of £TJ2?3.9i42.l52, an tnonease of 
iT.332 mill ion on last year's figure. 

M<xrch 

J] Opening of cstciision to power station at 
Qttalagzi, buth by MetropDlitun*Vickers, 
Braithwaites and Babcock and Wilcox. 

A^H 

5 Resignaiton of Minis ter of Economy and 
CommcfCe, FahrcEtin Ula; and appoint¬ 
ment of Hadi Hiisman. Minister of 
Customs and Monopolies, as Minister of 
Economy and Commerce atf interim. 

B Opening of Seyhan Barrage near Adana. 

25 Opening of "‘Tiirk " J«p assembly factoiy 
at Tuzitt. 

Wrty 

2 Compulstury rciirement of three members 
of the Court of Caasatimt and thitlecn 
other judgiEs. 

7 Appointment of Zeyyad Manduhnet as 
Minister of Economy and Commerce. 

22-24 Xljth general Congress of the Peoj^c’s 
Republican Party. Ex-President Jnbnii 
(inanimously rc-eketed leader of the 
party. 

31 Formal opening of international airport at 
.Ankara (Esenbo^). 

httte 

7 Law No 6752 amending and Eightcnirlg up 
Law No. 6634 on offences arising out of 
publications and broadcasts; and Law 
No, 6732 amending and tightening up the 
Press Law No. 56^. 

7 Martial Law in Istanbul ended. 

11 Law No. 6731 amending and tightening up 
the National Protection Law (in order to 
bring down prices and control ioAation}, 

14 Kusim GUlek. SetTetary-Ocneml of the 

PeopkT Republican Party, sentenced to 
one year's imprisoninenl for "offending 
the moral character" of the NittioruiJ 
Assembly in 1955. (Sentence since 
reiecied by Court of Appeat.j 

15 Dcuih of Df. Ekrcm Huyri DstOndag. 

ex*Minis[cr and Chairman of Freedom 
Party Portiameiitary Group. 

IS Exoneration of Dr. MfikeTrem Sarol by 

Parliamentary Invesiigation Commission 
and National Assembly after a strong 
debale. 

19 Resignation: of Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

Fuat ICdprfllU, and appointment of 
Minister of th^ Interior. Ethem Menderes. 
as Minj3ler for Foreign Affairs 
ad merim. 

20 Exoneration of Hasan Polatkan, Sitki 

YIrcali and Faiin Riii^ii Zorlu by 
Parliamentary' Investigation Commi.ssic.io 
and National .As-^embly, 


iflAC 

27 Law' No. 676J amemling and tightening up 
the law on public meetings and 

demamtrations. 

iuh 

6 Motion ^Uirtg for right of proof fot 

journulists rejected by National 

Assembly. 

S Joint communiquie by three main Opposi¬ 
tion Parties condetnnijig the Govemnienl's 
polEcies. 

10 D^rec No. 4/7474 giving effect to the 

laws on compensation lor damage and 
loss suffered during the riots of 

September 6-7. 1955, 

11 National Assembly decided against bolding 

by-cloctions in 1956, 

16 NauomiJ Assembly adjourned on note of 
bitter enmity between Government and 
Opposition, 

Aug, J5-Special summer session of National 

Sept- 1 Assembly. 

A u^iist 

23 Resignation of Minister of Finarbce. Nedim 
Gkmen; and appointment of the Prime 
Minister as Minister of Finance 
ad iTflfm'm. 

27 Law No. 6S2I In connection with the 

formaLlori of an Atomic Energy Com¬ 
mission attached to the Prime Ministry, 

Scpieiubtr 

I Law No. 6834 extending the period betwtsen 
village headman ("muhtar") elecltOftS 
from two to four years. 

12 Start of trial of those alleged to have been 

responsible for the riots of September 
6-7, 1955, 

16 Issue of (aborUvei memorandum by 

Freedom Party calling for co-operation 
between all Opposition Parties. 

29 Closing ol Her Majesty's Consulate at 
Iskcndcrun. 

Sept- 30.. Opening of new sugar factories at ErTincan, 

Ocf. I Erzerum* Malatya and Eiaxig, 

Qetober 

8 Decree No, 4/8029 and communique No. 7 
on new basts fw bUKu^c and dibkK^e 
and a new tourist rate of exchange. 

12 Resignation of Minister of Public V/orfcs. 
Mmimmet Qivu:^1u; and appointment 
of Minister of Interior. Eihem Mendcres. 
as Minister of Public Works (he remained 
^\cting Minisier for Foreign Affairs); 
appointment of Minister of Justice, 
Hilseyin Avnl Gdkturk* as Minister of 
Interior ad interim. 

29 Celebration of 33id anniversary of the 
Turkish Republic. 

iVmrm^er 

1 President Bayar opened the new session 
of the National Assembly. His opening 
speech was as usual a catalogue of 
Democrat Party achievemenis. 

16 Inauguration of Middle East Techno- 

h^icul Institute in Ankara. 

20 Peirol ratinning tntnKluced. 

20 Closing of Her Majesty's Consulate at 

T rabzon. 

23 Courf of Appeal rejected sentence cf one 
year's imprisonmetit passed on Secretary- 
General of P.R,P., Kasim Ghlck. 

23 Resignation of Minister of Economy and 

CoTtimencc, Zeyyad Mandalind: and 
appointment of Abdullah .Aker as 
Minister of Economy and Commerce. 
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Qetember 

1 Appointment of Hasan Pulntkan as Minister 

of Finance, 

2 Ceremonial opuain^ tsf Sarlyjtr Barrage. 

built with American aid funds, equipnterii 
mainly German. 

2 Suspension of Denn of Political Faculty of 
Ankarn University for bringing "day-to- 
day " politics into n speech. 

5 D-P. Parliumcniary Croup communique 

deploring^ (he resjgruidon of nvembers of 
the Political Science Faculty following 
the suspension of the Dean, 

24 Appointment of Namik Gedik as Minister 
of the Interior. 


II. FoKFUiN Aftxjrs 

Jamtary 

8-15 Visit of Italian Parliamenlary Delegailon. 
headed by Vice-President of Chambet of 
Deputies. 

8—10 Visit of French Parliamentary Delegation^ 
headed by M, Patent. 

t^2l Vinit of United Nutions SecTetary-Gcncinil, 
Mr. Dag Kammarskjdid, vtt rimte for 
Cairo, 

25 Law No. 6646 ratifying Turco-Bulgarian 
Trade Agreement. 

Ftrbraary 

1-8 Visit of Mr, Clarence Randall, special 
adviser to President Eisenhower on 
foreign economic alfuirs, 

JJ—1.5 Visit of Mr. Abdulwahhab Khan, President 
of Pakistani National Assembly. 

Feb. 27- Visit of Syrian Trade Delegation led by 

March 3 Minister of Eninomy. M. Rizkallah 
Aniaku and Turco-Svtian Trade Agree- 
mcni signed fon March 3). 

\Utrch 

2 Depa^urc of Mr, .^vra Warren, rctirini! 
United States AmbaSsadur, 

Visit of Turkish Parliamentary Dekgalioji 
to Iraq, headed by Chairman of National 
Assembly, M, Refik Kora Iran. 

11-15 Oflicial visit of Her Majeiiv's Principsil 
Scenelary of Stale for Foreign Affairs. 

12 Signature of Anglo-Turkish Cullural 

Agreement. 

15-20 Visit of Sayyid Awni Khulidj, SCerctarv- 
General of the Bagdad pact, 

16 Exchange of friendly nie^sagej^ between 

Presidenis Qayar and Vofoahilov on the 
occasion of the 35lh Annivereani' of the 
conclusion of I he Turco-Sovicl Trean of 
I92L 

18-25 Offtcial visit by the Prime Minister, accom¬ 
panied by the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to Pakistan. 

Aptii 

10 Conclusion of Tureo-Australian visa 
abolition agreenwnt. 

14 Departure of Prime Minister, accompanied 
by Minister for Foreign Affairs, for 
Tehran to attend the nyceiing of the 
Bagdad Pact Council (returned on 
April 231. 

21 Signature in Bunn of Turto^German Trade 
Agreement. 

>yr. 22- Visit of Internal Iona I Monetary Fund 
May 25 Etelegalion, headed by Mr. H. Merle 
Cochrane, for Article XJV c(ms:iLlialions. 


5fo,v 

I Departure of Minister for Foreign Affairs 

for the meeting of the NATO Ministerial 
Council in Paris. 

II Arrest of Soviet Assistant Military Attache 

ai Ankara on charge of espioniige, 
Releitsed under diplomatic Immunity and 
cxpciled rrom Turkcv, 

12 Virii of party from N.\rO Defence 

College. 

14- 19 Vblt of party from Caruidtan Defence 

Colley, 

15- 27 Stale visit of His Imperial Majesty the 

Shah of froji and the Empress. Soreva. 
^4^26 Visit of Admiral Denny, Ptrmanenl British 
.MlHiary Repfcsenialivc on the NATO 
Siandittg Group. Washington, 

30 Vi.v’it of Turkish Parliamentary Dclegaiton 
to Italy, headed by Refik Komlian, 

June 

6—11 C^ciol visit to Istanbul bv units of the 
Mediierranc;in Reel. Ac^mirdt Sir Guy 
Granihuni. Commandef - in - Chief, 
Meditemncan. received by President 
Biiyar 

11—16 Meeting in IsE^nbul of Educational sub¬ 
committee of Bagdad Part. 

13 Despatch of message on Cyprus to a!l 

Parliaments by Chairman of National 
.Assembly. 

19-24 Visit of Air Marshti! Nicholeits, Deputy 
Commandcr-in-Chief, Mediterranean. 

22 Departurc trf Commander-iJvChtef, Turkish 
Air Force, for Moscow to attend Soviet 
Air Force ffying demonstrations. 

25—29 Meeting in Ankara of the Counter- 
Subversion Committee of the Bagdad 
Pact. 

Juiy 

2—S Visit of C.LG.S,. General Sir Gerald 

Tempter, 

5 Departure of Minister of Labimr, MUrntaz 
Tarhan. for ihc United Kingdom os a 
guest Elf Her Majesty's Government. 

9 Law No. 6793 ratifying Tuivo-Pakistani 
Air Sefx'ices Agreement. 

9- 10 Visit of Vioc-Prcsidcni of United Slates, 

Mr. Nixon. 

15-29 Si.Tte visit of the President nf Pakistan and 
the Begum Mirz^i. 

24 Departure of Prime Minister and Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs on olHcial 
visit to Afghanistan, calling at Karachi 
i'll route and trturning to Turkey on 
August 1, 

.4nyjirl' 

6-11 Stale visit by the King t>f Libya, occom- 
pftnied by the Libyan PrinifC Minister. 

15 Departure of Turkish Delegation headed by 
Sccretary-Gcncnil of Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs for 1st LondEVti CunFcrencc on 
Suez. 

Aug. 25” Visit of Iranian Military DcEegation. headed 
bcpi. 2 by Chief of General Steff. General 
Hedayal. 

September 

4-19 Visit of Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Ethem Menderts. to Feifcral 
Gcrmany. 

10- 17 Visit of General Baitly, Com mariderrin- 

Chief of French Air Force, 

11 Departure of Turkish I^lcgLUioii, headed 
by Director of Religious Affairs, to Ibe 
Seiiu:^i ceremouies in Libya. 
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Seplember 

^2—14 Vijsii flf FederjiJ Gctman Minister of 
Communicatioas, Dr, Snbohm. 

J4-29 Visii of Acting Minister erf Defence, Semi 
Ergifl, to Irun. 

IG Depanufe of Turkish Deleguuon, het^ikd 
by ^rotary‘Oenerul of Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs for 2nd London Confer-’ 
enct on Suez 

18— 24 Visit of Minister of Conmnmications, Arif 

Demircr, to Federal Germany. 

19- 20 Visit of United Slates Secretary for Air. 

Mr. Quarles, m connection with delivery 
of neft“ American jet aircraft. 

26-27 Farewell visit of General Gruenther, 
Supreme Allied Commander, Europe. 
26.^27 Visit of President of United Nations 
Genera! Assembly, Jose Mazi. 

27 Comniumqui announcing Turkish Govern- 
ineni’s decision to join S.C.U-A- 

Otvoiirr 

13 Signature in Tehran of Turco-Jranian Trade 
Agreements 

23—30 Visit of General Alinwi Vos^uq, Iranian 
Minister of War, 

25—30 Visit of Federal; German miiiiary dekga^ 
lion headed by General Kainmnuber. 

Oct. 26-Official visit of Spaniidi Minister for 
Nov. 2 Foreign Affairs, Jo^ Artajo, 

Oct. 27— Visii of Imlian Chief of General Staff, 
Nov, 3 GencraJ Mancinelli. 


!\i'ovember 

6 Departure of ftime Minister for Tehran to 
attend meeting of Moslem members of 
Bagdad Pact. 

9 Departure of Turkish Delegation headed 
hy Fatin Rij^O Zoriu for Bangkok to 
attend International Parliamentary 
Conference. 

16 Departure of Prime Minister for Bagdad 
to attend meeting of Moslem members 
of Bagdad Pact. 

16 Meeting in Ankara of Pest Control Sub¬ 
committee of Bugdad Pact. 

22-27 Visit of party from NATO Defence 
Cnllcgc, 

26 Annour^cment of decision to tvithdraw 
Turkish Ambassador from Israel. 

29 Arrival in London of Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Ethem Mendcies. 

Drcemher 

9 Departure of Prime Minister, accompanied 
by Minister of State. Emin (Cakfai, for 
Paris to attend the NATO Ministerial 
Meeting (relumed on Decembn- 16). 

15-16 Visit of Her Majesty'.s Principal Sectary 
of State Colonial Affairs to discus-s 
the Radcliffe proposals on Cyprus ivith 
the Prime Minister, 

Dec, 21^ Visit irf Dr. KUciilc and Faii Kaymak, 
Jan. 19, Turkish Cypriot leaders, for eonsulta* 
1957 lions with the Turkish Government about 
the RadclilTc proposals. 
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RK 1015/6 No, 4 

CONCLUSION OF THE TRIAL RESULTING FROM THE ANTKGREEK 

RIOTS OF SEPTEMBER I95S 

Sir James Bowker to Mr. Seiwyn Uoyd. iHeeeiveii February S) 
mo. 19. Confidcniiai) 

' , , L January JO, /PJ7. 

? fepori with referctice lo my despatch No. 34of the 2Lst of 

responsibility for the nois in Istanbul on 
the 6th/7th of September, 1955, were acquitted on the 24th of January. 

2. T^e acquittal did not come as a surprise. As early as April 1956 the 
^fcnce Counsel for M. Hikmet Bil (AnneJt 2 of my despatch No! 34) said in 

would continue for several months and that none of the 
defendants would be convicted. In May, three generals, dismissed from ihd^ 
appointments after the riotSs were cleared by a Couri of Enquiry which had been 

I ^ iTdde unions which had been suspended following ihe riots were 
allowed to resume their activities. 

Th^ following IS an account of ihe main events in the course of the trial. 

Martial Law Tribunal, Istanbul, on Ihc 3rd of March 
1956* At this hearing Kamil OnaJ, Osman Tan and Mustafa Eroglu who had 

uii" Ah o' lo^ssMot, ‘iSK' 

r’S'.tXEK.Sr.r'K.o? 

ihim ^ accused had by then risen lo 20 but 5 of 

them did not ap^ar. At this hearing, the Prosecutor demanded that the trial be 
Z in accor^dance with Article 373 of the Penal Code. One of the 

was resumed on the 3rd of 
October, the Court ruled that the hearings should be m public but that the 

fema^lTsilent*^ ^ ^ published. The Press reported this ruling and thereafter 

f indicated that thereafter the case was heard about once a 

f^tnight and that eyidenoe damaging to the Government was adduced bv the 
iJefcnce, It appeared ihat the accused never believed that they would be convicted 
TV as pymg in private that the trial wa.s a “ window 

dressing. Though he was on bail, no onerous restrictions were placed upon his 
movements, 

6. The Press broke its silence on the 25th of January to report ihiJi at the 
faring on the 24ih of January, the Public Prosecutor asked for the acquittal of 
a ) the ^cu^d on the grounds that ^Nnvestigaiions revealed that the defendants 

brovtghi against them." He went on to say that ** the 
events of the 6th of September were the direct result of Greek provocations.^’ The 
Lourt ruled that no convincing evidence had been submitted to tlw Court to 
substantiate the charges brought against the accused." and Ihey were comeguentiv 

Government are concerned JhisT nTd^Jbl ih^ 
or Parli^y^r*^' subsequent reactions in the Turkish Press 

A.K I T this despatch to Her Majesty’s Ambassadors at 

Athcirs, Belgrade and NVashmgton and Jo the Political Office, Middle East Forces. 

I have. 

JAMES fiOWKER- 
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RK 1022/8 No. 5 

GENERAI. REVIEW OF TURKISH FOREIGN POLICY BY THE ACTING 
TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTER 

Sir James Bowker to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, {Reteived March 

(No. 40. ConfidfinUaU Ankara^ 

Sir, February 28^ I9S7. 

1 have the honour, with reference to my despatch No. 40 of March 5. 1956, 
to inform you that the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, M. Elhem Menderes, 
gave the usual gencraE review of Turkey’s foreign policy in the debate in the Grand 
National Assembly on the budget of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on February 25. 

2. M. Ethem Mendcres began with a brief review of the world skuaiion. 
The world was still far from the ideal of a true and just peace, U was divided into 
two camps, one of which was united by force in the framework of a policy of 
domination and expansion. This camp, which was contained in Europe by the 
joint efforu of the free nations, was now trying to spread out in other parts of the 
world and its pacifistpropaganda was only designed to weaken and break the 
true peace front. 

3. Turkey's prmcipie was to be in the front rank of those making efforts to 
assure peace and stability for humanity. She was however resolved not to be misled 
by tying suggestions or by a policy whose deeds were contrary to its promises. 
Turkey was firmly convinced of the indivisibility of peace and would continue to 
consider as essential the measures taken by the free nations to safeguard their 
liberty and independence. 

4. M. Menderes then turned to more detailed aspects of Turkey’s foreign 
policy. 

5. Cyprus. —^Two months ago he had made a statement in the Grand National 
Assembly about the stale of affairs over the Cyprus problem (cf. my despatch No. 1 
of January 2}. Since then the situation had deteriorated and as a result of the 
recrudescence of terrorism and of the present untenable situation of the Turkish 
community, the situation had entered a delicate and grave phase, 

6. He deplored the fact that Greece, a member of the United Nations and 
of the Balkan Pact, had sent subversive elements to the island to stir up trouble 
and to support terrorism. In the eyes of Greece Turkish friendship should have 
been more valuable than Cyprus. If acts of terrorism which sometimes extended to 
attacks on the lives of Turkish Cypriots, continued, the amelioration of Turco- 
Greek relations would become impossible. 

7. The final solution of this problem was essential both in the interests of 
the Turkish community in the island and also in the interests of NATO. 

8. The Turkish Government had admitted that both communities in the Island 
had the right separately to determine their future. The Turkish Government had 
welcomed the proposal for administrative self-government in Curtis as a 
transitional rdgime, subject to certain suggested amendments. The Greeks had 
however rejected it utterly. 

9. The Turkish Government was satisfied with the United Nations decision 
rejecting the Greek demand for the annexation of Cyprus to Greece and 
recommending the settlement of the Cyprus problem between the three countries 
concerned, 

10. Middle East .—Certain leaders in Middle Eastern countries, closing their 
eyes to the common danger, were following a policy designed to satisfy their 
personal and paltry interests. 

11. Turkey had supported throughout the United Nations decisions about the 
withdrawal of British and French troops from the Suez Canal and for their 
replacement by a United Nations Police Force, The Turkish Government hoped 
that the Israeli forces also would conform with these decisions which would 
contribute to the settlement of the Canal problem. Turkey would welcome with 
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great satisfaction a settlement of this problem which respected the sovereignty of 
Egypt over the Canal and at the same time maintained free international passage. 

12. As regards the Eisenhower Plan, a distinction should be established in 
its application between the countries which had taken a stand in the front of the 
free world and had thus accepted heavy sacrtfices; and those countries which were 
collaborating with or indirectly serving Communist imperiahsm. 

13. The Baghdad Pact was a unique element capable of establishing peace 
and stability in the Middle East. It had proved this in its fundamental contribution 
to the sctlleinent of the recent crisis. Successive meetings of the Members of the 
Baghdad Pact had confirmed the unity of view between them, 

14. As regards the Palestine question which was one of the causes of 
instability in the Middle East, the Turkish Government hoped that a just solution 
would be found In the framework of United Nations decisions. It could be settled 
little by little by taking in hand the problems of the refugees and of compensation 
which did not appear to be insoluble. 

15 . Tunish and Morocco .—These two countries had just entered an era of 
full maturity thanks to the efforts of their leaders, with whom Turkey would 
develop relations to the maximum^ both in the interests of the Middle East and 
in the interests of peace and the stability of the free world. 

16. The recent visit of the Turkish Prime Minister had reinforced 
the ties of friendship between the two countries. Turkey felt the most cordial 
sentiments of friendship towards the Arab w'Orld and her ardent desire was fo see 
the Arab countries assured of prosperity and progress. The Arab nations also 
nourished these sentiments in spite of the regrettable propaganda designed to create 
hostile currents against Turkey. 

17. The Baikem Pact—T urkey was convinced of the advantages and necessity 
of this Pact. If it was now' paralysed the fault was that of Greece w'ho had also 
neglected her obtigntlons to NATO and of Yugoslavia whoxe recent attitude the 
Turkish Government regreited vei^i' much. They hoped that these two countries 
would become convinced that their present attitude was to their own detriment as 
well as to the disadvantage of Turkey. 

13. United M. Mcndcres mentioned the Turkish contribution to 

the work of the United Nations. He rcgrelled that the Soviet Union had not 
conformed with the decision of the General Assembly to withdraw its troops from 
Hungary and that it considered the United Nations merely as a ptatforni for its 
political activities; w'hereas Great Britain and France hud withdrawn their troops 
from the Suez Canal in itccordance with the recommendations of the Assembly. 
The Turkish Government were well satisfied with the resolution on Algeria 
recommending the just settlement of this question by bilateral negotiations. He 
stressed the conciliatory role that Turkey had played in the acceptance of this 
resolution by the two parties, 

19. Kashmir .—The fact that this problem had not yet been settled was due 
to the attitude of unwillingness to conform with decisions of the General Assembly. 
Turkey, applying the principEe of respect for United Nations decisions, supported 
the attitude of Pakistan which was in conformity with this principle, 

20, The North .Atlantic Treaty was a Treaty designed to face a 
great danger which threatened the very' exisioncc of its member countries; 
nevertheless many vital questions for Europe remained in suspense, including 
unification of Germany. 

2L M, Mendcrcs emphasised the imi^oriance of the Ministerial Council 
decision to take seriously in h.and the situation in ihe Middle and Near East. 

22. In the military field, Turkey had received, under the infrastructure 
programme for 1957, aid amounting to'£91) mitlion. This was 20 per cent, of the 
total aid provided to NATO members under this programme, whereas Turkey’s 
personal contribution to this programme was only £10 million. 35 per cent, of 
the £90 million would sjo for the con.slructlon of airfields; £25 million for fuel 
installations; £14 millioirfor telecommunications; £8 million for naval Installations; 
and £8 million for headquarters, rndar and other prolects, Under this programme 
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22 airfields would be consiructed in Turkey; more than 2,000 km. of pipelines; 
fuel depots of a capacity of 270,000 cubic metres; a tdecommunications network 
of 140,(X)0 km.; naval bases in ten places; and two headquarters as well as radar 
and other installations. 

23. Atomic Energy *—Mendercs spoke of the Turkish Government’s 
decision to create a centre for Atomic Research to encourage and control scientific 
work directed to making atomic energy available for the prosperity of the country 
and for the defence of its interests. An agreement had been concluded with the 
United Stales Government to make available to Turkey two atomic reactors and 
technical personnel as well as to train Turkish technical personnel in the United 
States. Forty Turkish scientists would go to the United States in the course of the 
next three years, Turkey was also participating In the atomic energy activities of 
O.E.E.C and the Baghdad Pact. 

24. Coutjcii of Europe. —M. Menderes spoke briefly of the activities of the 
Council of Europe which symbolhed for Turkey the ideals of the common principles 
of the European countries which represented Western culture and civilisation^ 

25. Turkey's foreigfi trade and United Stares aid .—During 1956 fruitful trade 
negotiations had taken place with Japan, Yugoslavia, Syria, Iran, Holland, Italy, 
Czechoslovakia, Belgium, Germany, France. Bulgaria and Great Britain. The 
Turkish Government had decided to increase the efficiency of their activities in 
this field. 

26. As regards American aid, economic aid to Turkey had been raised during 
1956 to S I07 million, making a total of S800 million since 194ii. Turkey had also 
received against payment in Turkish liras, agricultural products amounting to 
S26 million in 1954. $28 million in 1955 and $65 million in 1956. 

27. A credit of $200 million had been appropriated in the American Budget 
for military aid for Turkey during 1956-57; thus Turkey would have received a 
total of $700 million in military aid. It was an agreeable duty to accept with 
gratitude this aid from Turkey’s great ally and friend, designed to create a modern 
Turkish army. 

2^, it should also be emphasised with thanks, that the military aid of Turkey's 
friend and ally Canada had reached SlOO million. 

29. M. Menderes concluded by raying that if Turkey hoped to obtain an 
increase in aid, this stemmed from her desire to serve the cau^ of collective security 
more favourably and to reach an economic positiort which would allow her to meet 
her obligations from her own resources. 

30, M. Menderes' speech was shorter and less comprehensive than the 
equivalent speeches delivered by Professor Kopriilij in recent years. This was ptirlly 
due no doubt to the fact that full statements had already been made on Turkish 
foreign policy thi.s year fcf. my despatches No. 1 and No. 12 of January 22) as well 
as many Press conferences covering a wide field of foreign afTairs. ! also understand 
that in' M. Birgls absence the Ministry of Foreign AfTairs forgot to prepare 
M. Menderes' tirief until the last moment and that it was therefore a hastily 
constructed exercise. Neverthclesst the contents of the speech emphasised that 
there had been no fundamental change in Turkey's foreign policy in any important 
field. 

31, After M. Ethem Menderes had concluded, the session was adjourned 
until the afternoon when the smoothness of the proceedings was upset by a violent 
exchange between the Freedom ParU' leaders and the Prime Minister, The 
Fre^om Party spokesman, M. Fethi Cellkba^, one of the Prime Minister's main 
debating opponents, criticised the Baghdad Pact on the grounds that it^ had not 
product the results expected from it. He also criticised the Government's Cyprus 
policy saying that it had been unsuccessful and finally said that the Turkish Press 
law had damaged Turkish prestige abroad and quoted a reply by Mr, Dulles to 
a Press question on this subject, 

32. As expected, the Prime Minister reacted fiercely to these charges. He 
defended the Baghdad Pact and the Government's Cyprus policy on familiar lines 
but in the strongest terms and pointed out the harmlessness of Mr. Dulles' 
comment on the Turkish Press law, condemning M. C^^ikba^ for mentioning it in 
the context of " foreign Interference in Turkey's affairs." 
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33. The leader of the Freedom Pariyv M. Fevzl Lutfi Karaosmanoglu, also 
intervened in the debate and there were a series of ugly scenes which led to the 
temporary adjournment of the session. Finally the Prime Minister spoke again 
and reiterated his defence of Turkey's policy in regard to Cyprus and the Baghdad 
Pact, and the discussion closed with the acceptance of the budget for the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. 

I am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's Representatives at 
Washington, Paris, Athens, Belgrade^ Baghdad, Tehran, Karachi, Beirut, Tel Aviv, 
Tunis, Rabat and Tripoli; to the United Kingdom delegations at Paris and New 
York; and to the Political Ofllce. Middle East Forces. 

I have, &c. 

JAMES BOWKER. 
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KK 1013/12 No, 6 

POLITICAL PARTIES AND PROSPECI S IN IURKEV 

,V/V James lo Mr. Seiwyti Uoyd, {Received April i) 


(No. 62. Confid&iUial) Ankara, 

Sir, March 27,1957. 

Members of my siaff have recently paid 
calls on the leaders of the four main political 
parlies In Ankara fihe Democrat Party, ihc 
Freedom Party, the People's Republican 
Parly and the Republican National Party) 
and on ihe Ankara representative of the 
more insignificant Peasants” Party. In the 
Eight of the information gained at these 
interviews and of separate observation 
during recent months, I have the honour to 
submit comments on the present state of 
inicr-party and internal party relations and 
of the feeling in the country towards the 
various panics, bearing in mind the facE 
Ehai the next general elections arc due to 
take place in just over one year's time. 

2. Since the secession from the Democrat 
Party of the nineteen rebels who formed 
the nucleus of the Freedom Party, and since 
the resolution of the Cabinet crisis of 
November 1955, there has been only slight 
outward evidence of discontent within the 
Democrat Party itself. There have been 
periodical individual resignations and 
expulsions from the party, all of which 
have served to swell the ranks of the 
Freedom Party to its present position as 
numerically the largest Opposition Party in 
the Grand National Assembly. Equally, 
the then chairman of the Democrat Party 
Parliamentary Group resigned in 1956 in 
protest over the summary retirement of ii 
number of judges of the Court of Cassation; 
and there was al one lime considerable 
speculation whether the former Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Professor Kdprillti, would 
lead an active Opposition group to M. 
Mcndercs within the party. More recently 
there have been two separate instances of 
dissension in the Democrat ranks at pro¬ 
vincial congresses at which certain Demo¬ 
crat Party members spoke out strongly 
against the undemocratic policies of the 
GovemmenL There have also been recent 
rumours, mainly emanating from Opposi¬ 
tion dreies, of considerable discontent about 
M. Mendcres in the Democrat Party Parlia¬ 
mentary Group and of uneasiness among 
certain Ministers and Deputies about the 
results of the next general elections. 


2. In spite of these various portents, there 
is as yet no evidence that any discontent 
there may be is becoming focused around 
any one single powerful tnan in the 
Democrat Party, or even around a group 
of influential Deputies as was the case in 
the days leading up to the secession of the 

nineteen.” Until such a focus emerges, 
if it ever docs, the sporadic signs of dis¬ 
content cannot be regarded as more than 
scratches on the surface of the monolith, as 
opposed to structural cracks. They appear 
at present to be Little more than the small 
upsets inevitable in any party long in power, 
and there are so far no indications of the 
emergence of any figure who could con¬ 
ceivably replace M, Mendcre** In his 
dominant position. 

4. In its relatJons with the electorate, the 
greatest single blow to Democrat popularity 
in recent years has been the enactment in 
1956 of the National Protections Law 
designed to control prices and to prevent 
hoarding and black marketeering. The other 
repressive legislative and administrative 
acts by the Democrat Party rdgime—the 
Press Law; the Law on Public Meetings;ihe 
Lrcatmeni of the judiciary; the constant 
persecution of Opposition journalists; the 
dismissal of the Dean of the Poltlkal Science 
Faculty of Ankara University, &c.—have 
all in their turn aroused storms among the 
vocal but numerically weak intellectuals 
and journalists, but have probably had 
Eiiile effect on the mass of the agricultural 
electorate. Although the peasants may 
sympathise with Ihe sufferers under these 
laws, and although I hey may question iheir 
ethical validity, the benefus Ehey continue to 
enjoy from the agricultural subsidies and 
the golden pronuse of industrialisation 
under M. Menderes's economic programme 
have loo much attraction for them to think 
of changing ihcirvote for the sake of abstract 
and to them irrelevant principles. There is 
a growing mentality among the Turkish 
peasantry that the very presence of indus¬ 
trial installations in their midst will provide 
the solution to the evil of having to scratch 
barren ground for a poor living. Such 
mstallatlons arc therefore warmly welcomed 
where they have been set up. and eagerly 
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awaited in the areas where they are as yet 
projects only. Thus, whatever the funda¬ 
mental economic weaknesses of M. 
Menderes's policy may be, it is unlikely lo 
turn the main voting tide against him. 

5. Ncveriheless. the National Protections 
Law has struck home even in ihe remotest 
areas of Turkey, The indiscriminate 
Eipplication of fixed prices to nearly all 
commodities has undoubtedly caused con¬ 
siderable discontent; even Ihe Democrat 
Mayors in certain provinces admit that the 
price fixing Is unfair and detrimental to 
local interests; and there have been many 
reports of peasants refusing to bring their 
goods to the local towns for sale sinoe they 
can no longer produce them at a reasonable 
profit. Everyone admits that the National 
ProtEclions Law was necessary in the large 
cities where black marketecring was rampant, 
but there is a wide feeling that it should 
not have been applied in the rural areas, 
where there is a lack of balance between the 
price fixed for agricultural produce and 
certain commodities which the peasant 
requires to buy in order to maintain hts 
output. 

6. There Is little doubt therefore that 
Democrat popularity must have sunk over 
a wide area owing to this measure and there 
arc signs that ihc Government have realised 
this and are about to re]a.x certain pro¬ 
visions of the law. It is. however, possible 
that some damage may have l^ecn done 
through this law lo the Democrat Pitriy 
cause in the next elections, allhough this is 
probably offset by the greatest Democrat 
Party asset of all—the hopelessly w^cak and 
confused state of ihe Opposition, partly 
resulting from unremitting pressure by 
M. Mendercs and partly due to endemic 
causes, 

7. Allhough it is stilt generally regarded 
as the main Opposition Parry in turkey, the 
People's Republican Party is unquestionably 
'll a state of decline. Internally it has lone 
been divided betw'cen the supporters of the 
J^geing cx-Presidenl fnonu and the sup¬ 
porters of the colourful, intelligent but 
unstable Secrciary-Gcneral. M. Kasim 
GUiek; and a further split within the party 
has apparently been caused by M. InoniPs 
taction in initiating a reconciliation with 
M. Menderes, which has been condemned 
^y the more militant element in the P.R.P. 

pathetic tondving to gain personal ends 
by M. Indnii himself. 

S. The Freedom Party, which started 
such high hopes in late 1955, has so 
far failed to fulfil its early promise. Its 


parliamentary numbers have steadily 
swelled j^s a result of resignations or 
expulsions from the Democrat Party, and 
it now has provincial organisations in forty- 
five provinces, but it does not appear to 
have captured public opinion (except among 
the intellectuals), possibly because its pro¬ 
gramme is based loo much on high ideals 
and opposition to M. Menderes^ and strikes 
no popular or constructive note w^hich 
would appeal to the agricultural population. 
In addfllon, there are now faint signs of 
dissension within the ranks of the party 
itself. 

9. The Republican National Party only 
maintains a Certain illusion of prominence 
owing to the fiamboyant personality of its 
leader. M. BdlUkba^L reputed to be the 
best orator in Turkey. Its parliamentary 
represeiiialion is restricted to one province 
only and, although h has local organisations 
in nearly all provinces, U is general!) 
regarded more or less as a joke and also 
with some suspicion due lo its lineal descent 
from the proscribed National Party. 

10. The Peasants' Party falls into a 
similar but even lower category to the 
Republican National Party. At present it 
has no parliamentary representative and 
even its leaders hold out no hopes of great 
gains in Ihe next elections—the most that 
they hope for is a few seats in the National 
Assembly. 

Ih As regards ihc altitude of the 
provincial electorate towards the Opposi¬ 
tion. this was perhaps best summed 
up by the leader of the Freedom Party 
himself in a recent conversation with 
members of staff. M, Karaos- 

mano^lu admitted that support for the 
Opposition in the counEry had fallen off 
over the last year. The trouble was that 
the people were confused and did not know 
which Opposition Party to choose for their 
vote. The peasants dreaded the return to 
power of the People’s Republican Party 
with its long tfiidition of autocracy and 
high-hflnded methods. The Republican 
National Party was not seriously considered 
by anyone, and the Freedom Party was as 
yet untried, Consequently, the main body 
of the electorate had no acceptable focus 
on which to concentrate their discontent 
(If any) with the Government: and the 
.inswer to this lay. in M. Karaosmano^lu’s 
opinion, in co-operation betw^cen the 
Opposition Parties at lea,st up to the end of 
the next elections. 

12. Nevertheless, this idea of co-opera¬ 
tion, which was originally launched last 
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sunimer by the Freedom Party, has steadily 
receded in the background. The original 
initiative failed totally, mainly owing to the 
individual jealousies of the other party 
leaders and their fear of being engulfed by 
the Freedom Party, Any further initiative 
in this direction has for the moment been 
frustrated by the recondlialion between 
M. Inonii and M. Menderes^ which has 
undoubtedly been direcLed deli be rate Ey 
against the Freedom Partjv possibly with a 
view to stultifying any further moves 
towards Opposition co-operaiion. 

13. Another factor which militates 
strongly against Opposition chances is the 
lack of any consiruciive and dynamic 
ahernalive programme In any of their 
parties. The fact^ of course, is that in the 
framework of the Kemalist precepts on 
which the new Turkey was founded, and 
which remain the guiding principles of 
Turkish political life, it is extremely difhculit 
if not impossible, for any Opposition Party 
to produce a programme of a nature to 
galvanise the electorate, particularly ai the 
present moment when the governing party 
are engaged on an extravagant programme of 
development which at least the agricuUural 
elements of the country, who form some 
75 per cent, of the population* confidently 
expect to bring them eternal riches. It is 
not surprising therefore that the differences 
between the P*RT, and Democrat Party 
progranirites should be small. The Freedom 
Party programme is full of high ideals, but 
has little constructive to offer which differs 
from the existing Democrat Party pro¬ 
gramme, while the recently published 
programme of the Republican National 
Party is merely a rehash ftf the Democrat 
Party and Freedom Party programmes with 
a slightly more marked accent on the 
position of Islam in political life. Generally 
speaking, until the dawn of the recent honey¬ 
moon between M, Inonii and M, Menderes 
the only single factor which united the 
Opposition Parties was opposition to M. 
Menderes himself. This bitterness has in 
recent years so clouded the minds of 
Opposition leaders that they have more or 
less abandoned attempts to attract the 
electorate by constructive suggestions, in 
favour of violent polemics against the Prime 
Minister himself. 

14. My conclusions arc therefore much 
the same as they have been in previous 
reports. M- Menderes still dominates the 
Democrat Party and the Democrat Party 


still dominates the political scene. Unless 
a strong focus of discontent emerges within 
this party, and unless the Government fail 
to take palliative measures in lime against 
the evils of the National Protections Law, 
the I>eniocrat Party would seem to have 
little to fear from the Opposition, etther 
now or at the time of the next elections. 
In spite of this, however, the final attitude 
of the Turkish voter remains unpredictable, 
assuming that the elections are as free as 
they were at the lime of the original P.R.P. 
landslide In 1950. M. Karaosmanoglu, the 
leader of the Freedom Party, who as a large 
farmer in South-West Turkey has wide 
experience of the Turkish peasant mentality, 
summed up ihctr state of mind in the 
following terms. The Turkish peasant is 
acutely aware of his new-found power to 
replace one regime by another through the 
medium of free elections. Nevertheless, he 
is also a man of fudamcntal conservative 
outlook and is basically averse to upsetting 
the existing order of things. With these two 
opposing factors in mind, it is impossible 
accurately to predict his altitude when 
elections come. 

15, Whatever the outcome of the party 
struggle may be. perhaps the brightest spot 
in the current development of Turkish 
democracy was expressed by M. Bdlukbai^i 
in conversation recently with members of 
my staff. He said that niulli-party demo¬ 
cracy had been established in Turkey for 
twelve years only. During these twelve 
years the inter-party struggle had reached 
an extreme stage of violence and competi¬ 
tion. Nevertheless, the Turkish people— 
especially the peasants—although they were 
all extremely interested in politics and alive 
to current events, had not indulged in one 
single political incident of the kind so 
familiar in other Middle East countries. 
This was a remarkable tribute to their 
patriotism, iheir stability and the speed with 
which they have become aocUmaiised to the 
cut and thrust of inter-party politics in spite 
of the fact that they had been deprived of 
all free expression for hundreds of years 
under the Ottoman Sultans and subse¬ 
quently for nearly two decades under the 
single party regime of Ataliirk and Inonii, 

Ih. 1 am sending a copy of this despatch 
to the Political Officer with the Middle East 
Forces, 

1 have, &c. 

JAMES BOWKER. 
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RGC 10344/43 No, 7 

TURKISH REACTiONS TO RELEASE OF ARCHBISHOP MAKARIOS 

Sir James Ban ker to Mr. Seiwyn Lioyd, iReceived April IS) 

(No. 71. ConMenlial) Ankam 

Aprd II 1957. 

I have the honour, with reference to paragraph 6 of mv telegram No 36S 
to send you the accompanying copy of the memorandunK i on Cyprus which was 
handed to me by the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, and also communicated 
to me United Stales Charge d^Affaii-es, on the 9th of April. In mv interview 
with the Prime Minister the following day, as reported in my lelegVam under 
reference, I explained that J was in some doubt about how to deal with the 
memorandum in view of the fact tliat it contained references to points, such as 
the recent rela.xaiion of some of the emergency regulations in Cvprus. which I 
thought had now been covered by whai 1 had just been able lo"t'e|| the Prime 
Minister on instructions from Her Majesty’s Government, and genera] statements 
^ch as Che one in paragraph 3 to the effect that negotiations between the three 
Governments which should have followed from the United Nations Resolution 
were being practically set aside.which, in view of Her Majesfy^s Government's 
known desire to follow up Lord Ismav's offer of conciliation I ihouehi 
Her Majesty's Government would find it hard to understand. As 1 reported 
this led to a long and somewhat confused discussion in which the Prime Minister! 
prompted by M. Zorlu and the Secretarv-General, who were both present sit the 
interview, trietl to show that the release of Archbishop Makarios had now 
concentrated attention on the prospects of talks with him and that the Greeks 
would use this as a pretext for blocking or delaying any talks between the three 
Governments, He also argued that the encouragement that had been given to 
the Enotists by Archbishop Makarioss release and the further exacerbation of 
relations between the Greek and Turkish communities in Cyprus which had 
ensued, and now desiroved any chances there might have been of reaching 
agreement on the Radcliffe proposals, and (hat therefore the onlv solution was 
an agreement now, between the three Governmems if possible, and if not between 
the Turkish Government and Her Majesty^s Government, on partition, 

l' I pointed out that any progress with the Greeks on the Radcliffc proijosals 
had been impossible while Archbishop Mak;irius wos in the Seychelles and iliou<>h 
his statements since his release had shown how difficult it was likely to be to have 
any profitable exchanges w'ith him, the Greek Government would now no longer 
be able to refuse to discuss any settlement on (he pretext that the Archbishop 
was in deteiuson. i could not see therefore that the Archbishops release in itself 
had put an end to any hope of agreement on Her Majestv's Govemmenrs 
December proposals. 

3. At this stage M, Zorlu asked how the Turkish Government w^ere to know 
whether Her Majesty's Government did not Intend to negotiate with Archbishop 
Makarios a sedlement of Cyprus. This enabled me to point out, with a show of 
considerable indignation, that Her Majesty's Government had repeatediv made 
It plain that they had no intention of conducting any negotiations witfi the 
Archbishop and bad merely reiieriUed the fact that‘they'would be readv to hear 
his views, as one of the representatives of the Greek Cypriots, on thc RaddtlTc 
Report* 

J, The explanations which, on your instructions, I had been able to give 
me Prime Minister on Her Majesty's Government s continued stand on the 
December statement and the reasons which had led them to decide on ArchhEshort 
Makarios s release, together with Mr, Macmillan's message, did I (hhk ff^he 
end go some way to removing the idea that there had been a change in 
Her Majesty s Government's policy or a radical change In the Cynrus situation 
and It w'ss, 1 hope, a favourable sign that the Prime Minister decidc^as it seemed 
to me as the resiilt of our conversation—to communicate to Her Mafestv's 
Government, for their comments, the statement he proposed to make in Parliament 
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on the 16th of April. M. Birgi told me to-day that the Prime Minisier having 
rejected several drafts, was now drafting his slatement himself^ and intended to 
give me a summary of the main points. 1 emphasised the importance of giving 
Her Majesty's Government enough time to make the it comments. 

5. 1 am sure, neveriholess, that however unjustihed the present excitement 
over Archbishop Makarios‘'$ release may be, there is a genuine anxiety here about 
future developments. In the course of my conversation with the Prime Mmistcr, 

I tried to get him to define more particularly in what respect he wanted a 
clarihcalion of Her Majesty's Government's policy. The answer, after discussion 
between him, M. Zorlu and M, Birgi, was that the Turkish Gov^crnmenl would 
like to know what were Her Majesty's Government's ideas of a basts for discussion 
or conciliation in the even! of Greece after ail accepting Lord Ismays oner^ and 
what action Her Majesty's Government would propose if Greece finally rejecied 
the offer and also if Greece relccled it bni Archbishop Makarios accepted the offer 
of talks with Her Majesty's GovernmenL While therefore T think that as a result 
of my conversation with the Prime Minisier it is not necessary to give a direct 
repW to the enclosed memorandum, nevertheless f have no doubt that the Turkish 
Govemrneni will continue to ask for, and will warmly welcome, as clear an 
indication as fK>ssible of Her Majesty's Government's proposed policy m the three 
contingencies referred to above. 

6. As you will have seen from my reports, the Archbishop's release has 
produced a minor crisis in Anglo-Turkish relations. The crisis took a little time 
to develop. As I reported, the first response of the Turkish Governmerii was 
comparalively mild. They were greatly relieved ihai Her Majesty s Government 
had dropped*lheir earlier idea of a London conference with Archbishop Makanos 
and other representatives of the Cypriots. They were equally relieved that 
Her Majesty's Government's announcement of their decision to release the 
Archbishop contained no reference to a reiasalion of the emergency measures 
bevond the offer of a free conduct for Grivas and his associates, and though the 
actual terms of the Archbishop's statement containing his conditional appeal to 
EOKA came as a considerable shock, even then the Turkish Government at first 
concentrated their comment on the necessity of continuing to refuse the Archbishop 
admission to Cvnrus and of publicly disavowing any connexion between his release 
and the questtfJn of miliating talks with him. For a day or so after the news was 
out there was little, if any, omdal comment. It seems that then excitement began 
to develop spontaneously among sections of the Democrat Party and the public, 
which led lo hostile comment in the Press, and that the Turkish Government, 
afraid of being accused of remaining passive in the face of what was being presented 
as a British betrayal of Turkish interests, themselves took up the cry of disaster 
and made the urgent representations reported in my lelegrams No. 35i and 
No. 355. At the same time, while refraining from giving any calming advice on 
the lines which I sugae.'itsd to the Secretary-General (my telegram No. 351), their 
spokesman cannot. I think, be altogether absolved from implying some Government 
sympathy for such current accirsations in the Press as that of constant changes 
of British policy—a point to which 1 called the attention of the Acting Foreign 
Minister on the 9th of April. Moreover the Turkish Press Bureau m Ankara ^ose 
this moment to release to all newspapers a Turkish translation of the ofhcial 
pamphlet ^Terrorism in Cyprus) contmning extracts from Grivas's diaries, which 
has since been serialised or referred to by several papers. 

7. 1 should not be surprised if M. Zorlu has been to some extent responsible 
for the more ae,£ressivs tone adopted by the Turkish Government towards 
Her Majesty's Government in the last week. 1 believe he Wiis partly responsible 
for drafting the enclosed memorandum and it was significant lhai he, and not the 
Acting Foreign Minisier, was present at my interview with the Prime Minister, 
it was a particular satisfaction to be able to indicate whiU I thought of the 
niemorivndum in his presence, and also to deal with his reference to the possibilit) 
of Her Majesty's Government having negotiations with Archbishop Makarios. 

8. From what the Counsellor has been told by the Head of the Foreign 
Affairs Bureau of the President of the Renublic, the laiter, who is b staunch 
exponent of Annlo-Turkish friendship, has been sincerely worried b:y the recent 
hostile LTilicisms’’of Brilain and British policy which have appeared in the Press 
and which are met m conversation with reprcscntalive Turks. No doubt his 
influence will contitiuc to be exercised on the side of moderation. It is to be 
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hoped that, armed with the material which J was able to give him on the iOth of 
April, the Prime Minister will now feel able and willing to deal firmly with the 
critical questioning which he will have to face in the Parliamentary Group of the 
Democrat Party on the 16lh of April before he makes his suitement in Parliament 
on the following day. Meanwhile I and senior members of my staff are taking 
every opportunity Of explaining the true facts of the situation m appropriate 
quarters, 

9. The excitement over Archbishop Makarios has unfortunately coincided 
with the British Cultural Week arranged at great pains by the British Council 
representative, Mr. Tomlin. The visit of a British military band from Cyprus, 
which was to have marked the opening of ihe week, was cancelled at the express 
request of the Prime Minister, as i have already reported, and hopes that the 
Minister of Education would personally open the Educational and Nuclear Energy 
Exhibition were disappointed. Nevertheless, the special lectures have been well 
attended, the tw'O performances given at the opera by Nadia Nerina and Alexis 
Rassine from Covent Garden together with the Turkish National Ballet drew 
packed and enthusiastic audiences and the Government newspaper Zitfer, apart 
from ceasing its hostile editorials during the last few days^ has continued to give 
the various features of the Cultural Week good and friendly publicity. 

10. lam sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty’s Representatives 
at Athens and Washington, the Heads of the United Kingdom DclegEitions at 
Paris and New York and to the Governor of Cyprus, 

1 have, &c. 

JAMES BOWKER. 
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RGC 10344/55 No. 3 

DEVELOPMENTS IN TURKEY FOLLOWING THE RELEASE OK 

ARCHBISHOP MAKARIOS 

Sir Jarne^ Bawkfr to Mr. Setwyn Lloyd, {Received April 23) 

(No. 79. Conltdeiiii^J) Ankara^ 

Sir, April 18, /957. 

r h^ve Ttiported by telegram the developments in the situation, here resulting 
from the release of Archbishop Makarios folLowinig on those describi;xl iti my 
despatch No^ 7L The situation two days ago was boeoming disquieting- In the 
absence of any guidance from the Government or any attempt to correct the 
misrepresentations which continued to pour from all sections of the Press about 
Her Majesty's Government’s policy and intentions, public excitement was steadily 
growing and with it resentment against Britain. As a result the Prime Minister 
found hin'tself in a mounting dilemma resulting from the difhculty of reconciling a 
reasoned and moderate presentation of the situation with the growing tendency 
among both the supporters and his critics to reproach him for complacency at a 
moment when, according to them, British policy was threatening Turkey's vital 
interests. The firm lead required lo pull the situation together was becoming each 
day more dilhcult to give. The Prime Minister's draft of the remarks which he 
proposed to make on Cyprus in his statement to Parliament showed In what a 
wholly unsatisfactory manner he was intending to deal with the situation. It was 
a welcome sign of goodwill that he decided to submit the draft lo Her Majesty's 
Government. His decision, however, to postpone his siatemem In order to have 
more lime lo study Her Majesty’s GovernraenFs comments, though welcome in 
itself, meant that the public was to be left without a lead over the specially delicate 
moment of Archbishop Makarios’ arrival in Athens, 

2. U was with this consideration particularly In mind that 1 thought it 
necessary to speak yesterday morning lo the Secretary-General of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on the lines reported in my telegram No, 39S, In view, moreover, 
of the indications already received, as reported m paragraph S of my despatch 
No, 71, of the personal concern felt by the President of the Republic over the effect 
of recent developments on An^o-Turkish relations, 1 thought it as wdl to give the 
Secretary-General of the Presidency, on whom 1 called yesterday afternoon, an 
account of recent exchanges between Her Majesty’s Government and the Turkish 
Government and of my conversation with M, Esenbcl in the morning. M. Belbez 
told me later m the day that he had passed on to live President all that I had said 
to him and that the President had listened attentively and taken some notes. 1 have 
also in the last two days spoken to the Secretary-General of the People’s Republican 
Party and the owner-editor of one of the Opposition newspapers explaining ihe 
facts of the situation and suggesting that they should use their influence to have 
them more accurately presented* 

3. Meanwhile the United States Charge d’Affaires has over the last few days 
delivered to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs more than one message from the United 
States Government exhorting restraint in the clearest terms. 

4. In this atmosphere of general uneasiness it was a relief when the Prime 
Minister took me aside at his reception last night for the Afghan Prime Minister to 
give me the information reported in my telegram No* 400. His statement is now, 
I understand, to be bsued this evening so I have not yet been able to report the 
final text. Nor do I know whether the Prime Minister finally incorporated my 
suggested amendments as a result of which* instead of saying that Her Majesty's 
Govern me nTs decision to release Makarios was a mistake and that events iiad 
proved it to be so, he would say that Her Majesty's Government's decision to release 
Makarios was in his opinion a mistake and that events would prove which was 
right. In view of the delay in issuing the statement it may well have been redrafted. 

5. The Prime Minister’s assurance that perniission would not be given for the 
holding of public meetings and the assurance given nw by the Dlrector-Genei'al of 
Public fv^urity that effective measures had been taken in Istanbul to prcvcni any 
irouMe there, give ground for reasonable confidence that the Government have 
decided to try to keep things quiet. I have since confirmed from Istanbul this 
morning that all public meetings, including football matches, have been cancelled 
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there. Archbishop Makarios' reception in Athens and his speech on arrival have 
not so far produced the sharp reaction here that might have been feared. The 
Prime Minister was inclined to agree when i told him last night that 1 was sure that 
the Archbishop would prove a much greater embarrassmeni to M. KaramanlU 
than to him, and there seems to be a tendency at last to accept the point which I 
have been making all along that the recent e.xciicineni here about the Archbishop's 
release has merely been serving to Increase his importance. It remains to be seen 
how the Prime Minister finally decides to deal with the matter in Parliament. At 
least he is now giving serious attention to Her Majesty’s Government's suggestions. 

6. lam sending copies of this despatch to Her Majestv's Representatives at 
Athens and Washington, the Head of the United Kingdom Delegation at Paris and 
New York, the Governor of Cyprus and to Her Majestv’s Consul-General at 

Istsinbul. 

[ have, &c. 

JAMES BOWKER. 
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RGC 10344/73 No. 9 

THE IMPACT OF CYPRUS ON ANGEO-TURKISH RELATIONS 

Sir lames Htnrker m Mr. Selv^ytt Lhyd, iHea^ived May IS) 


(No. %, ConfidcmijOj Ankara, 

Sir, May W, mj. 

The further phases of the storm in 
Anglo^Turkish relations over C>'prus since 
I wrote niy despatch No. 79 of the I8th of 
April have been reported by lelegrain and 
letter. It may be convenient to complete 
the story in a further despatch. 

2, The Turkish Prime Minister's state¬ 
ment to the Press referred lo in paragraph 4 
of my despatch No. 79 turned ouL in the 
event, to be rather longer than the two 
paragraphs which he had shown me the 
night before. However, the friendly refer¬ 
ence to Anglo-Turkish relations remained 
very much the same and the Prime Minister 
made it clear that, in criticising Her 
Majesty'S Government's decision to release 
Archbishop Makarios. he was expressing his 
own opinion. 

3. This slateinem had a certain calming 
effect, but not for long, and the Press was 
soon back on its rvoie of hostile misrepresen¬ 
tation of British policy. Having spoken 
again on the subject to the Secretary- 
General on the 35th of Aprih 1 was received 
the following evening by the Prime Minister, 
to whom 1 once more expressed my growing 
concern over the etTcct which the systematic 
campaign of hostility and misrcpreseniafion 
was bound to have on Anglo-Turkish 
relations. 1 pointed out that in the absence 
of any authoritative directive the public 
wouid necessarily conclude that the views 
published in the Press were shared by the 
Turkish Government, and 1 urged that the 
latter should take steps to correct the mis* 
understanding over British policy now 
gaining general currency by using the 
abundant e.xplanations and assurances 
which had been given them by Her Majesty's 
Government and which I Vi'cnl over once 
again. M. Mendcres admitted that the 
situation called for Euidance and. after 
telling me that he had been having a 
continuous series of meetings with Ministers 
and representatives of the Democrat Parly 
in order to convince them of Britain’s good 
fiiith, said that, since Parliament was shortly 
to rise for the holiday following Ramadan. 
kc would lake the occasion of the holiday 
to give a big Press Conference in Istanbul 
at w'hich he w'ould explain the facts of the 
situation. Having said this he produced 


his accusations against the Cyprus Broad¬ 
casting System which, as 1 told him I 
expected w^ould be the case, t was able to 
demolish effectively a few days later thanks 
lo the detailed information promptly fur¬ 
nished by the Governor of Cyprus. In 
communicating this information to M. 
Menderes I expressed the hope that in future 
such accusations would not be accepted 
uncritically in authoritative Turkish quarters 
until I was given the opportunity of 
ascertaining the true facts. 

4. In the event M. Menderes's long- 
awaited statement to the public was made 
in the course of a speech at Boursa, which, 
with the President, he visited during the 
Biiyram and where the crowds greeted their 
visitors with cries of We want Cyprus." 
The piissages in the speech relating to 
Anglo-Turkish relations and Cyprus were 
reported by tetegram, as also (my telegram 
No. 458) the explanation of the character of 
the speech and the circumstances in which 
it was made, as given to me later by the 
SecreUry-General on the Prime Minister's 
instructions. Confirmation of good rela¬ 
tions between Turkey and Britain was 
unreserved. British policy, so far from 
being criticised, w^as vindicated, though to 
the embarrassing point of declaring that it 

favoured" partition. M. Esenbel's 
explanation of the meaning of the Turkish 
word when 1 took up this point with him 
was hardly convincing and there is no doubt 
that the general impression made on the 
public was that there had been a change of 
British policy in this respect in favour of 
the Turkish thesis. On the other hand the 
cryptic passage later in the speech suggesting 
that Turkish policy had moved from M. 
Menderes's statement of the 2Ut of 
December in which he accepted Her 
Majesty's Governmem's statement of the 
19th of December as a basis of discussions, 
was, according to M. EsenbeTs explanation, 
intended to mean that, while “ technically 
the Turkish Government continued to stand 
on M. Mendercs's statement of the 21st of 
December, nevertheless they were becoming 
more and more convinced that the two 
communities in Cyprus would never be able 
to Jive together under the same constiiiuion 
and that partition had become the only 
possible solution. 
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5. Since then the Minister of the Interior 
has given me, in the course of a long 
interview' and on the Prime Minister's 
instructions, an assurance that the Turkish 
Government arc resoived to do their utmost 
—by guidance, he was careful lo explain, 
and not by pressure—to prevent the Press 
from publhshing mlsreprcseniations of 
British policy over Cyprus calculated to 
harm .Anglo-Turkish relations. 

6. The Prime Ministers speech has had 
its effect and the tone of the Press has 
improved. The Turkish Government seeni 
to have come to the conclusion that the 
campaign of hostiliiy to Britain has gone far 
enough. The President of the Republic at 
the Reception given lo the German Presi* 
dent, and later the Minister of the fnterior 
at my interview with him, both went out of 
their way to express warm thanks for the 
help given by the Royal Navy to the victims 
of the earthquake at Feiiye. Formal 
approval ha^ been given for the proposed 
summer visits of ships of the Royal Navy 
to Turkish ports, including, somewhat 
surprisingly, visits to three ports on the 
Black Sea. which will be the first visits paid 
by any foreign w^arships lo Turkish ports on 
the Black Sea since the war. For the 
moment the heavy cloud that has lain over 
Anglo-Turkish relations since the release of 
.Archbishop Makarios from the Seychelles 
seems to have been dispelled. But as long 
as the present uncertaintic.s over develop¬ 
ments in the Cyprus issue remain, Turkey's 
relations with Britain will conitnue to be 
delicate. Turkish public opinion remains 
acutely sensitive on the subject of Arch¬ 
bishop Makarios, and there is a gerteraT 
distrust about Her Majesty's Government's 
future intentions. Any decision in present 
circumstances to invite him to London Is 
bound to cause a violent outburst here. 
Moreover, it would be vain to expect that 
the Turkish Government will ever agree to 


representatives of the Turkish Cypriots 
silting at a conference table with the Arch¬ 
bishop. Apart from the issues of principle 
and emotion involved, there would be little 
indmaiion to leave the Turkish case to be 
defended by Dr, Ku^uk. 

7. As things are at present, though there 
has been no otTcial departure from M. 
Menderes’s statement of the list of Decem¬ 
ber, the Turkish Government, in their 
memorandum of the 27lh of April addressed 
to the Americans, of which a copy w^as given 
lo us, have staled that they regard partition 
as the only possible solution of the Cyprus 
problem, They have also expressed orally 
to us the wish to Stan discussing its practical 
implementation (paragraph 8 of my telegram 
No, 327). In their same memorandum to 
ihe -Americans, the Turkish Government 
have expressed ihelr rejection of any solu¬ 
tion based nn the idea of an " independent " 
Cyprus. On the other hand, at the Minis- 
tcria! meeting of the NATO Council at 
Bonn, M. Nuri Birgi confirmed the Turkish 
Government's readiness to accept the 
Secretary-General's offer of good offices. 
The extent to which the eventual exercise 
of that offer is likely to lead to an agreement 
will, us far as the Turks are concerned, 
depend on the extent to which the Greeks 
cease aiming at a settlement which can be 
used as a stepping-stone to Enosis and 
abandon their present course of subjecting 
the determination of their policy to dictation 
by Archbishop Makarios. 

8. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to the Governor of Cyprus, Her Majesty's 
Representatives at Athens and Washington, 
the Heads of the United Kingdom Delega* 
lions at Paris and ni New York, the Political 
Officer with the Middle East Forces and 
Her Majesty’s Consul-General at IstanbuL 

1 have. &c. 

JAMES BOWKER. 
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VISIT OF PRESIDENT HEUSS TO TURKEY, MAY 5 13, 1957 

Sir James Bowker to Mr. Selwyn Lhyd. {Received May 2i} 


I No. 99* Confidentialj Arikam, 

Sir, May /?. I9S7. 

I have the honour lo report that the 
President of the Federal German Republie, 
hU Excellency Dr, Theodor Heu5s» paid a 
Slate visit to Ankara from the 5th to the 
8th of May. This was followed by what 
was described as a private visit to Istanbul 
between the 9th and 13th of May. 

2. President Heuss and his suite arrived 
by aeroplane in Ankara on the evening of 
Sunday, the 5lh of May. He was received 
with appropriate ceremony at the airport by 
the Prcsideni of the Turkish Republic, the 
Turkish Prime Minister, together with 
numerous civit and military dignitaries and 
was then escorted in procession to the 
house reserved for distinguished visitors at 
f^'ankaya. The drive lasted about one and 
a half hours tlirough flag-bedecked streets 
lined with soldiers and organised parties of 
school children who had been placed in 
position some five hours beforehand. 

3. During the following three days he 
carried out an impressive and well-arranged 
programme which included a State banquet 
given by the Turkish President (who was 
later President Heuss‘s guest at a return 
banquet held in the German Embassy* a 
luncheon at the Grand National Assembly 
and a reception given by the Prime Minister* 
President Heuss also attended ceremonies at 
which he was made an Honorary Citken of 
Ankara and an Honorary Doctor of Law of 
Ankara University. 

4* He left for Istanbul, by special train, 
on the evening of the 8ih of May, accom¬ 
panied by President Buyer. At Istanbul 
there was a further exchange of formal 
entertainment between the two President.^. 

5. The Foreign Minister of the Federal 
German Republic, Herr von Brentano. 
accompanied President Heuss until the 
8ih of May, when he returned by air to 
Bonn. 1 have been assured by the 
Sccrctary*General of the Ministry ot 
Foreign Affairs that no format political 
discussions took place. 

6. The Turkish Government's prepara- 
parations for the visit were on a lavish scale. 
Triumphal arches and illuminated street 


decorations were specially built, and the flag 
of the Federal Republic was everywhere lo 
be seen. Considerable stretches of tarmac 
were laid with unusual speed just before the 
visit, while during it the police control of 
the traffic for President Heuss's Journeys 
through Ankara at times made other move¬ 
ment by motor-car extremely difficult. In 
Istanbul, also, elaborate preparations were 
made for the reception and entertainment 
of the President and these were on a larger 
scale than has been accorded to any other 
^n$iti]^g Head of State in recent years. On 
his departure, the whole road to the airport 
was lined with troops and spectators, while 
the iraffle arratvgements of the Turkish 
police at the reception given by the German 
Ambassador at the Consulate-Genera] were 
handled wilh ruthless efficiency. 

7. There is little doubt that ihc natural 
sympathy of the Turks for the Germans and 
the informal charm and dignity of the 
President made the visit a considerable 
success. This is not to say, however, that 
the welcome given by the public was, though 
undoubtedly genuine, entirely spontaneous. 
The spectators included many organised 
parties of school children and other groups. 
The police authorities, both in Ankara and 
Istanbul, encouraged the display of flags 
along the routes traversed, and distributed 
paper flags to the school children. 

8. The visitors on ihdr side made a 
number of well-limed and graceful gestures. 
President Heuss made a gift of 20.000 marks 
lo the victims of the earthquake at Fethiye 
and distributed n large number of decora¬ 
tions to Mimsters, officials and private 
persons associated with the development of 
Turco-Gcmian relations since the end of the 
war. The most important and effective 
gesture was his announcement of the Kth of 
May that Germany would grant 150 scholar¬ 
ships of one ycarV duration to Turkish 
students for the study of industrial and 
technical subjects. T have been told by the 
director of the Bank that these will be 
mainly in the field of light engineering {e.g., 
electrical trades) and not heavy industry. 
On the same day the two Foreign Ministers 
signed a Cultural Agreement, valid for five 
years, between Turkey and Germany. 
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9. Both Government and Opposition 
newspapers devoted a considerable amount 
of space to the visit and, encouraged no 
doubt by the presence of many German 
journalists, vied with each other in friendly 
and sometimes extravagant praise of the 
achievements of the two countries. The 
public statements of President Heuss and of 
the Turkish President stressed the historical 
nature of Turco-Gcrman friendship which 
President Bayar described as having by a 
happy coincidence survived the stress of 
recent history and both Turks and Germans 
spoke of the potential value for their 
countries, and the free world, of closer 
economic and cultural ties. While all this 
may be true to-day it is for a foreign 
observer one of the curiosities of the 
Turkish character that the Turks with only 
the rarest exceptions are quite unaware of. 
Or if they are aware do not resent, the 
appalling damage that Turkey suffered as 
a result of her association with Germany 
before and during the first World War. The 
Turks quite simply love the Germans and 1 
have little doubt that, had Germany the 
resources to do for Turkey what the 
Americans are doing for her to-day. she 
would be a much more welcome partner. 

10. President Heuss's visit may then Justly 
be regarded as marking m important stage 
in the development of Turco-Gcrman 
relations, particularly in the economic 
sphere, The Turks are undoubtedly im¬ 
pressed by the German economic recovery, 
and have greeted with much satisfaction the 
final approval on the 8th of May by the 


Defence Committee of the Bundestag of the 
Agreement initJailed on the 29th of August 
last by which Turkey will supply munitions 
to Germany, This is regarded as a striking 
proof of Turkish industrial maturity and a 
very welcome a lie via lion of Turkey's acute 
difficulties over the foreign exchange. It 
will enable all Turkish debts to Germany 
to be cleared up, and leave the way open 
for new business. The German Embassy 
have, in private, denied that economic 
matters were discussed during the visit. 
While this may be true in a formal sense, 
some economic experts are believed to have 
been included in the President's entouragc- 
The Germans evidently expect the 150 
scholarships to do much to strengthen the 
economic links between the two countries, 
and I have no doubt that they are right. 
The Turkish Acting Foreign Minister 
pointed out at the signing of the Turco* 
German Cultural Agreement that there are 
already 3,600 Turkish students at Federal 
German universities. iThis compares with 
about 150 in the Linitcd Kingdom ) It was 
noticeable also during the visit that the 
Istanbul hotels were full of German business 
men and journalists anxious to lake advan¬ 
tage of the aimcksphcre created by the visit. 

11. i am sending a copy of this despatch 
to Her Majesty's Ambassadors at Bonn and 
Washington and to the Political Represen¬ 
tative with the Middle East Forces. 

I have, &c. 

JAMES BOWKER. 
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RGC 10544, 85 No. II 

RECORD OP CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
AND THE NEW TURKISH AMBASSADOR ON JUNE 12, 1?57 

Turkish Views on Cyprus 

Mr. Seh^yn Lhyd lo Str Jeme^ ISowker iAnkara) 

(No. 129. Secret) Foreign Office. 

Sir, June !4, 1957. 

M, Nuri Birgi paid his first call on me as Turkish Ambassador on June i2. 
After he had conveyed to me a complimentary message from his Pritne Minister 
about the success of the Karachi meeting of the Bagdad Pact Council, we went on 
to discuss Cyprus. 

2. In reply to my enquiry about the purpose of M. Menderes's suggestion that 
Her Majesty's Government should invkc the Greek and Turkish Governments to 
a new conference* M, Birgi said that the Turkish Government fdt that the time 
was approaching^ if it had not already arrived, when the Greek Government must 
be placed an pterJ da mar. For the present It suited the Greek Government, while 
exploiting the Cyprus question to our disadvantage as opportunity offered, to side¬ 
track the mEtin question of the future of the island until condilions were more 
propitious for Greece to prosecute its claims. But the Turkish Government did 
not think that it was in their interest or in ours to allow the question thus to remain 
in abeyance. M. Birgi thought it might be appropriate to allow Makarios a further 
period of say six weeks uii which to change his attitude* provided that at the end 
of that time we were ready lo make a new move. His instructions were to discuss 
the whole question with us rather than to put forward any specific proposal at this 
stage, 

3. I said that I welcomed the opportunity to think aloud together. It 
seemed to me that the present position w'as not unsatisfactory* in that the release 
of Makarios had produced very much Ihe results that w^e had expected. Neither 
the Greek Government nor Makarios seemed to know what to do next. The 
Greek Government had put themselves in the WTong by their refusal of the good 
offices of the Secretary-General of NATO. Meanwhile opinion in this country 
had hardened somewhat against the Greeks, and onr sharp rejoinder to Makariosos 
latest letter had had a reasonably good press here. 

4. None the less 1 agreed that it was important to think of our next step. 
It seemed to me that there were 3 number of possible contingencies of which we 
must take account. The first was the possibility that Makarios niighl ask to come 
to London. We had said that we were willing to hear the views of any Cypriots 
on our proposals. Other Cypriots besides Makarios would of course have 
the right to be beards including the Turkish Cypriots, The resulting exchange 
of view's would be unlikely to lead to agreement and would therefore probably be 
unprofitable. Another possible, even probable* contingency was a new outbreak 
of terrorism. This would revive the pressure,s on Her Majesiy^s Government to 
gel a Cyprus settlement with the Greeks* and would be a bad prelude to any debate 
at the United Nniions, If, on the other hand, terrorism had not recommenced by 
the lime of the ncxi Assembly debate, our [x>sition at the United Nations should 
be reasonably good Finally, there was the po,sslbilUy of some new initiative erthcr 
by the Greek Governmeni ur by an outside party (such as the Indians) who might 
annourLce some plausible plan—for instance that the future of Cyprus should be 
governed by Ejn Austrian type treaty, providing for indejxndence but excluding 
Enosis* with provision for Brilish defence Interests. Our inclination would be lo 
reject such a phm* because of its inherent unsoundnessj because of its political result 
(f.e.* that Cyprus would be governed either by Makarios or by the Communists^ 
and because of Turkish objections which wc should consider well founded. 

5. I asked M. BirpI what were his ideas* in the light of the con.side rat ions 
outlined above, on the possible timing and agenda for a Three-Power Conference 
on Cyprus. I said that he might be right in thinking that the Greeks would refuse. 
But we had to consider the possibility that they would accept for tactical reasons 
and then pul forward some such plan as that for an independent Cyprus which I 
had mentioned. Wc and the Turks might have to reject the Greek proposal, and 
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our resulting posture migin not be a happy one. Apart from this, 1 wondered 
whether it would be better to propose a Three-Power Conference in the immediate 
future, or wail until after the United Nations Assembly had met. 

6. M. Birgi said that if we delayed too long, any proposal for a conference 
would appear to be a mere manoeuvre. The Greek Government were certain to 
reinscribe their item, and had in fact been maintaining a flow of tetters lo the 
Secretary-Genera] of the United Nations, the purpose of which was to keep the 
Cyprus question in the public eye. He agreed that the British position was 
theoretically good; but so it had been at the last Assembly. The crux would be 
the atmosphere at the time of the debate. Last time we had been lucky that Cyprus 
had found a convenient place in the order of items on the agenda, between Kashmir 
and Algeria. We might not be so lucky again, 

7. M* Birgi, howfever, emphasised that the Turkish Government were not so 
much preoccupied with questions of immediate tactics either before or at the United 
Nations as with the need to arrive at a definite solution. Recent events had revealed 
how strong was the feeling of nervousness in Turkey over the Cyprus question. 
The Turkish Government had handled the situation firmly and had kept it under 
conlroL But this had not prevented the appearance of disquieting evidence of 
mistrust of Brilish intentions. Britain* as the legal sovereign power in Cyprus* had 
the opportunity to make a decisive move towards a solution. 

8. J asked whether M, Birgi had it in mind that a plan for partition should 
be pul forward at the suggested tripartite conference, He replied that the Turkish 
Government had formed no definite view about this, which was one of the questions 
to be discussed in confidence between our tw'o Governments. For Turkey, the ideal 
would he to proceed straight to partition, omitting the ititenncdiate phase of self- 
government altogether, Ihe Turkish Government held that self-government was 
now a thing of the past, since the conditions in which it could be successful no longer 
existed* In accepting the RadclifTe proposals as a lor a settlement, the Turkish 
Government were acting on the assumptions that these proposals were part of a 

package/' the other part of which was partition: that the Greek Government 
would prove reasonably conciliatory; and that the retaiionship between the two 
communities in Cyprus would evolve satisfactorily. These assumptions had not 
been fulfilled. Meanwhile the Greek Government had made it crystal clear lh:il 
they wanted Enosis* The Turkish Governmeni therefore felt that the advanta^ of 
the RadclifTe Constitution had largely disappeared and only its drawbacks remained, 

9. M. Birgi went on to emphasise that* in the Turkish Covernmem^s view* 
British and Turkish interests in Cyprus coincided. Tlie Turkish Government was 
willing to give base facilities in Cyprus to Her Majesty's Government in such a 
form as to comply w'ith what they understood lo be our need* namely access to and 
use of facilities throughout the island. Unlike the Greeks, they saw the Cyprus 
question in perspective and realised (he importance of the British role in the 
Middle East. 

to, I said that I would like to put in one word of caution. I hoped that the 
Turkish Governnicni and the Turkish Cypriots would not come out with any 
statement that they no longer accepted the RadclilTc Constitution. Jt would be 
wiser to abstain from comment, and to leave denunciation to the Greeks. The 
Ambassador said that the Turkish Government was often under pressure from 
public opinion to stEitc it.s position. But he accented the tactical merit of my 
advice. He thought that the less emphasis Her Majesty's Government found it 
necessaiyf to place on the Raddiffe Report, the caster the furklsh Government 
would find it to keep quiet. 

IJ. I then referred to partition* and observed thtit it bristled with practical 
difficulties* M* Birgi agreed that nartition was a disagreeable prospect. On the 
other hand, he ihou^lu that the difficulties had nrnbftbly been exaggeriited. We 
were dealing with a p<ipulaiion of only just over half a million* and the problems, 
^iich as coinr-ensation for persons trpsferred* should prove quite manageable. Th.: 
Turkish Government had had previous experience in more difficult cases on their 
boundaries in Thrace and Syria. Moreover it was important to remember that, 
Eilthough the upheaval in Thrace had been great, it was on the rcsulling settlement 
that Greek-Turkish relations had been re-eslyblished on a sound and friendly basis 
in the Treaty of Lausanne, Finally* Turkish motives in pressing for partition 
were nol purely selfish. Great Britain likewise had a strong interest in bringing 
the present unsitLsfactory situation to an end. 
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12. it was left that the Ambassador would pursue these questions, and in 
particular eJipand on the Turkish Governmenrs views an the practical intplications 
of partition, with Sir WilUam Haytcr or another member of my Department. 
Meanwhile he would report to his Government, and 1 would discuss what he had 
told me with my colleagues. 

13. 1 am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's Ambassadors at 
Athens and Washington, to the Political Representative with the Middle East 
Forces, to the Umted Kingdom Representative on the North Atlantic Council, to 
the United Kingdom Repi^senlative at the United Nations and to the Governor 
of Cyprus. 

I am. ^c. 

SELWYN LLOYD. 
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RK 1016/1 No. 12 

REVIEW OF COMMUNISM IN TURKEY 

Sir James Bowket to Afr. Se!wyn Lloyef. {Received Jam* 25) 


INo. II7S, Conlidential) Ankarat 
Sir, June /J?, 1957. 

The last comprehensive survey of Com¬ 
munism from this post was my despatch 
No. 240 of the I6lh of November, 1554^ 
Since that date there have been no striking 
changes in the position of Communism in 
Turkey. Sufheient lime has, however, now 
elapsed for some attempt to be made to 
assess the long-term results of the mass 
arrests of 1951, and accordingly i have the 
honour to submit a further review of Com¬ 
munism in this country, 

2. Communist activity continues to be 
punishable by death in turkey and a legal 
Communist Party does not exist. As a 
result the outward manifestations of Party 
activity, which in most countries give a good 
indication of the vitality of the Party and of 
the popular support which it enjoys, are 
absent. Vague charges of Communism 
made against certain individuals or groups 
do occasionally appear in the Press, but 
with little concrete evidence to support 
them. Very occasionally, loo, the Press 
reports the arrest of some individual for 
some minor manifestation of Communist 
sympathy such as chalking up a hammer 
and sickle on a wall. The fact that such 
items of news are thought worth printing 
is a tribute to the effectiveness of the legal 
ban on Communist activities and it is difTt- 
puli to judge the motive behind such 
isolated incidents; they sometimes appear 
to be merely individual expressions of 
bravado taking the form of a nibble at the 
forbidden fruit of Communism. 

3. The Turkish authorities are very reti¬ 
cent about the extent of their knowledge of 
Communist organisation and activities. In 
their eyes Communists are vermin to be 
destroyed and their technique is to watch 
until they have sufheient evidence for 
action, and then to pounce ruthlessly, as 
they did in 1951. Until they are ready to 
act they are careful not to divulge their 
knowledge in case their prey should take 
alarm and escape. Thus some time after 
the mass arrests of 1951 and shortly before 
knowledge of them was made public an 
informed Turkish oflicial gave assurances to 
a member of my staff that there were no 
Communists in the country. 


4h The tendency of the Parly in povrcr to 
make accusations of Communism for poli¬ 
tical purposes further complicates the task 
of assessing the degree of genuine Commu¬ 
nist inffuence in Turkey. After the riots of 
September 1955, ** Communists" were 
made the partial scapegoats for what had 
happened. When this fiction had served its 
purpose, it was allowed to fall into oblivion. 
There is no reference to it in the Turkish 
memorandum prepared for the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation^see para¬ 
graph 5 below. Communism is so generally 
feared and disliked in Turkey that an accu* 
sat ion of Communism, however ill-founded, 
is a powerful weapon for mtcrnal political 
use, and the Government cannot resist so 
using it on occasion against individuals. 
Some university teachers, for example, have 
been subjected to a hostile campaign in both 
the Press and in the Grand National 
Assembly on these lines. In private Turkish 
officials show scepticism of the accusations 
of Communism that appear in the Press, 
and a senior security ofi^cia] has gone so far 
as to say that 90 per cent, of what appears 
in the Turkish Press on Communism is 
untrue. This is probably fair comment; but 
it further complicates the task of the 
observer, 

5. In April 1956, the Turkish delegation 
to NATO answered a NATO questionnaire 
on the state of Communism in Turkey* 
According to the Turkish authorities there 
has been no change since this Memorandum 
was written. Its chief conclusions arc there¬ 
fore worth summarising. The Memoran¬ 
dum stated in effect:— 

(i) that the entire leadership of the Com¬ 
munist Party had been arrested 
(except for not more than twenty 
members who escaped abroadl; 

(ii) that no subsequent attempt to re¬ 
establish the Party could he traced; 

(iiil that there was no evidence of Com¬ 
munist penetration of the trades 
unions (with a slight note of doubt 
about certain labour agitatorsL public 
services, armed forces or police; 

(iv) that there was no evidence of Com¬ 
munist activity among aliens in 
Turkey; and 
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iv) ttiai the clandeEiiine propaganda 
activities of a few Communists— 
including some jiOO intellectuals of 
CommunisL sympathy, mainly writers^ 
artists and actors—were the most 
serious menace confronting the 
authorities. 

5. For the reasons already explained in 
paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 above, there are few 
hard facts on Communism In Turkey with 
which the conclusions of the authorities can 
be tested. What little is known suggests that 
the Memorandum gives a reasonably accu¬ 
rate picture of the situation, but is slightly 
land understandably) over-sanguine. 

7. There is no clear evidence that any 
form of organised Communist Party exists. 
The Memorandum itself, however, states 
that the Fatherland (VATAN) Party, 
founded in October 1^)54, Is suspected to 
be a Communist Parly In reality and that 
its secret programme is unknown. In April 
last year its numbers were given as about 
thirty, and the authorities have since given 
various estimates of its size, the largest 
being two hundred. Small as this figure is, 
it is still of the same order of magnitude as 
the peak nunibers of the Comnuinist Party 
in the past. VATAN is ostensibly a Social¬ 
ist parly and the authorities may be speak¬ 
ing carelessly m referring to it as “ a 
Communist party ” in disguise. If the phrase 
U read as meaning a fully organised and 
active party. But, whatever his present 
beliefs, Dr, Hikmet Kivilcimli, the founder 
of VAT.AN, is known to have been a Com* 
munist for many years. He has indeed at one 
lime served a prison sentence for C’ommun- 
ist activities. The authorities are likely to 
have good reasons for suspecting that the 
party is a mean.s to selecting and proselytis* 
ing possible recruits to Communism. In any 
case its present significance is certainly 
small, and it is no doubt kept under close 
scrutiny, 

H, There is liulc evidence on Communist 
ideas in the armed forces. But it is of 
interest that the Memorandum itself admits 
the existence of a special unit to which 
officers suspected of Communist sympathies 
are posted and where they are watched. 
This fact suggests that the armed forces are 
not totally immune from Communist 
infiuence, however small it may be. 

9. Ft is particularly dilTicuU to assess the 
extent of Conintunist penetration among 
labour and the Trades Unions, Accusations 
of Communism in the unions^ particularly 


those of the tobacco and textile trades, have 
been made by some Government writers 
and deputies. For example, as reported in 
my Chancery's letter 2JS2/15 of the 28ih of 
March to Southern Department, the 
Minister of Labour made a statement on 
the 19th of March in which he implied that 
poliitcs were being Introduced into the 
Trades Unions both to attack the party in 
power and as a means of propagating Com¬ 
munism. This statement directed public 
attention to the question of Communists in 
the Trades Unions and produced denials 
and requests for proof from Trade Union¬ 
ists and from the Opposition parlies. So far 
the Minister has not obliged by complying. 

10, The authorities admit that Commu¬ 
nism had made some progress among 
tobacco workers before 1953. The olhcial 
explanation is that the 1937 exchange of 
populatiofts brought into Turkey a number 
of Communist tobacco workers from 
Thrace, who were the source of the trouble. 
The Turkish Memorandum of April 1956 
was non-committal on whether Communist 
organisation or agitators still existed among 
the tobacco labourers, which may be taken 
to imply that the Turkish authorities have 
some suspicjO'iis, At least one of the four 
Maritime Workers* Unions has also come 
under suspicion of Communist influence 
and it seems reasonable to assume that there 
arc ill fact some Communists in the unions. 
But there is little doubt that the authorities 
keep a close watch on such a classical target 
of Communist penetration as the Trade 
Unions., although they may at limes be con¬ 
fused by the difficulty of distinguishing 
between legitimate labour aspirations and 
genuine Communism in a country where 
authoritarianism is an old tradition and 
trades unionism a new and unfamiliar one. 

11. The Press and some Government 
Party Deputies have made charges of Com¬ 
munism among the teaching stafii of the 
Universities. These charges are almost 
certainly jlFfoundcjd, and there is reason to 
believe that the security authorities are 
genuinely saiislicd that the staff are free 
from Communist influence. Among the 
stLident body, however, the authorities 
believe there is some Communist activity, 
rhe Faculties of Literature and Medicine in 
Istanbul have been mentioned as particu¬ 
larly affected. tU may be recalled that 
there were thirteen medical students among 
those arrested in I95L) A German student 
of Istanbul Universiiy who was arrested 
last year on a charge of spying for the Soviet 
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Union confessed that he had been instructed 
to draw up a list of students in the Uni¬ 
versity who were suitable for Communist 
indoctrination. Such Communists as there 
are in the University are said to be sharply 
divided into two groups, the old *' Com¬ 
munists {favouring Stalinist policies) and the 
new'' {supporting a more national and 
flexible interpretalion of CommunismI. The 
latter group t$ of some interest, for in a 
country where Communism is identified 
with Russian imperialism, only some form 
of national Communism on Tiioist lines is 
likely to have a popular appeal. 

12. The Turkish authorities say that no 
school-icachc]* {or other Government 
officer) has been dismissed for holding 
Communist views for a very long time," 
and they do not thank that any hold such 
views now* This h probably an over- 
optimistic estimate. At least one case is 
knowm of a teacher and school inspector 
accused in 1955 of indoctrinating a work¬ 
man found drawing a hammer and sickle 
(the result of the trial is still awaited). 
Moreover, on the admission of the Turkish 
Memorandum for NATO there are 300 
intellectuals in the country who arc con¬ 
sidered “ CommunislT and even allowing 
for careful screening it is hard to believe 
that there may not be some in the teaching 
profession. Foreign Communists have also 
made the teachers a target. Among 
addressees in Turkey chosen by the World 
Peace Council for the despatch of propa¬ 
ganda were a large number of school¬ 


teachers, although their name.^ were almost 
certainly chosen at random. Again, the 
German student referred to in paragraph IJ 
was impressed in his instructions with the 
importance of using the intellectuals to pre¬ 
pare the groundwork of the revolution all 
over Turkey; the provincial jchoolmaster h 
clearly a key figure in the Communist pJaa 
The degree of success that these efforts ha vs 
achieved cannot be judged, but it seenis 
Iinprobable that the position is quite so 
roseate as in the official view^ 

13. Turkey remains a country where 
Communism is synonymous in the public 
mind with Russia, her overmighty and 
feared neighbour. In this atmosphere 
Communism is not likely to spread rapidly. 
There are no clear signs that the Party has 
thrown up new leaders to replace those in 
jail, or rebuilt any party organisation. Com* 
munist ideas are confined to a number of 
scattered individuals and groups, who can 
only work in conditions of secrecy and great 
difficulty. These groups may make limited 
progress, but. in the foreseeable future and 
so long as the Turkish Government's repres¬ 
sive measures retain their present efficacy. 
Communism is not likely to become a 
serious political threat in Turkey. 

14. I am sending a copy of this despatch 
to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Moscow 
and to the Poliircal Represcmaiive with the 
Middle East Forces, 

i have, &c, 

JAMES BOWKER. 
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RK 1015/21 No. U 

PROSPECTS OF A GENERAL ELECTION IN TURKEY 

Sir Jatitej: frt Mr, [Joyd^. (Received Jidy 22) 


(No. 129, Con fide filial) hrmbuf, 

Sir. Juiy 19, I9S7. 

When ihe TurkUh Grand National 
Assembly began its summer session al the 
end of March, the main political question 
was whether the good relations between the 
People’s Republican Parly and the Demo¬ 
crat Party would last or whether they would 
ine swamped by the wave of bitterness which 
is normally released by the violent and 
emotional debating methods of Turkish 
politicians. 

2. In the event the “ honeymoon period 
still continues although on a decreasing scale 
and with negligible results for the general 
national interest. In fact it has become 
clear that M. Inonii has failed to carry his 
party with him in this initiative to promote 
better relation between Government and 
Opposition and that his action has only 
served to widen the existing gap between 
him and his ageing followers on the one hand 
und the followers of the Secretary-General 
of the party, M. Kasim Giilck, on the other. 
Not only has M. Inonu succeeded in aliena¬ 
ting a section of his own party but he has 
also earned the contempt of other Oppo¬ 
sition parlies for toadying to the Prime 
Minister and, as they allege, generally 
betraying the Lause of the Opposition. 

3. On the credit side may be recorded an 
improvement in the atmosphere in the 
Grand National Assembly at least between 
the tw^o parties concerned and the climina'^ 
lion of some of the rather childish biliernes.s 
with which debates have been carried on in 
the past. M. Mendcres has also fulfilled 
one promise made to M, Inonii at the outset 
of the “ honeymoon,” namely, the restora¬ 
tion to the district of Kirschir of vilayet " 
Matiis. Kinfehir is the Republican National 
Parly stronghold and if it had been merged, 
for electoral purposes, with surrounding 
vilayets this would have reduced the Repub¬ 
lican National Party’s chances of efTectively 
rallying their supporters at the ncjti 
elections. Unfortunately this apparently 
generous action by the Prijue Minister has 
had certain distressing repercussions which ! 
describe in paragraphs 10-12 below. 

4. As the Assembly's session wore on 
interest hi the “honeymoon" between the 
two parties decreased and rumours of an 
early general deciion in the autumn grew. 


When the Assembly rose on the 24th of 
June, there was already much speculation 
and it is now generally assumed that an 
announcement about the election will be 
made when the Assembly meets again. 
It Is due to reassemble on the 2nd of Sep¬ 
tember—though it does not normally meet 
again until the opening of the new session 
in November. 

5. At present opinions about the probable 
dale of the election are divided. The 
Minister of Education announced recently 
that it would not be held before its due date 
next year and the ex-Foreign Minister, Pro¬ 
fessor Fuat Kopriilu, recently expressed a 
similar opinion in private conversation. 
Certain pro-Governmeiii journialists have 
also predicted that there will not be an early 
election. On the other hand all Opposition 
followers seem to be convinced that an elec¬ 
tion will come probably m October and 
their view is shared by certain people close 
to the President. It has equally been 
reported that the Prime Minister favours an 
early election and that the President is 
opposed to it. 

6. Some say that it depends on the harvest 
prospects; others that M. Menderes must 
go to the country now before the economic 
situation becomes worse or before the 
Freedom Party becomes too strong or before 
ihedsscontenl which it is alleged is mounting 
in the Democrat Parly breaks out. My 
guess is that the Prime Minister, on whom 
I he decision rests, has not yet made up his 
mind. I have the impression that some two 
months ago he was inclined to have the 
election this autumn, and, as my Chan¬ 
cery has reported, a decision appears to 
have been taken in principle by the Demo¬ 
crat Party Parliamentary Group in favour of 
advancing the dale. Later developments 
seem lo have made him doubtful and he is 
probably awaiting the reports of the Demo¬ 
crat Parly Deputies now touring the 
provinces and probably, also, the result of 
the harvesu If these are unfavourable it is 
not impossible that he may decide to avail 
himself of the latitude provided in the 
Constitution and postpone the election 
beyond its due dale in the spring. Indeed, 
at one lime it was generally thought that this 
was more probable than that the dale 
would be advanced. 
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7. Speculation about the possible dale of 
the election has led inevitably to further 
speculation about its prospects. From all 
accounts the Prime Minister is nervous and 
anxious about his party’s chances. Stories 
are current that the economic situaiion and 
recent increases in prices will svt^ay opinion 
in the big towns aivay from the Democrat 
Party, and that in Istanbul in particular 
the ruthlesi^ness with which expropriations 
have been carried out in the course of the 
Prime Minister's ambitious town-planning 
scheme will lose it many votes; but these 
views are mainly advanced by Opposition 
iounialisls and politicians or by personal 
opponents of M. .Menderes. Moreover, the 
Opposition fear that, even If the actual 
balloting is free, the Press w'i]] be muzzled as 
cfTectively as possible throughout the elec¬ 
tion campaign; that the Government will 
use all faeiJities, particularly the radio and 
the services of the local Governors, to the 
detriment of the Opposition election cam¬ 
paign; and that the Opposition will gener* 
ally be uiiabEc to put their case clearly to 
the country owing to the pres.^iires e.xerted 
against them by the Government even 
within the framework of the Conslilutiou 
and the law. This kind of pressure was 
already evident at the E954 elections and 
the main theme of internal politics since that 
date has been the successive ” undemo¬ 
cratic ” measures passed by the Government 
into law, in order to con.so1idate their own 
chances and destroy the opportunities of the 
Opposition to campaign on equal terms 
When ne.xt the country goes to the polls. 

S. In consequence some Opposition repre¬ 
sentatives have already considered the 
possibility of abstention at the ne.xt elcc- 
Uons; but the parties are unlikely to abstain 
because no one of them would trust the 
others not to take advantage of such 
quixotry. Co-operation between the Oppo¬ 
sition panics is in fact hard to realise. 
Even if it should be agreed in principle it 
will be very difTicult In practice. Electoral 
law now forbids the presentation of 
'' mixed ” electoral lists. The only possi¬ 
bility open to the Opposition seerns to be 
to share out the electoral districts between 
them so that in any one district all Oppo- 
parties agree to support only one 
party list. There have been rumours that 
the Freedom Party and the Republican 
Maiional Party might unite for election 
purposes. These have, however, been 
c^ategoricaily denied by a Freedom Party 
suppfjj-ter and his most optimistic forecast 
fiir the dcctions was chat the country might 
be divided equally betw^cen the three main 


parties (Democrat, People^s Republican and 
Freedom) with none of the three holding a 
clear majority. More recently there have 
been renewed discussions on co-operation 
between the People's Republican Party and 
the Freedom Party. Similar talks last 
autumn came to nothing but 1 have been 
told that those now taking place have made 
more progress than is generally known, 
those concerned being said to be keeping 
their plans a close secret for fear that If they 
become knowii to the Government legisla¬ 
tion will be introduced forthwith to 
frustrate them. 

9. It seems, therefore, to sum up, that in 
spite of reports (mainly ortginaiirtg fron^ Its 
own members) that the Freedom Party has 
started to gain ground after its sterile begin¬ 
ning, there is (Jusuliabfy) a spirit of general 
pessimism among the Onpositton in regard 
to their chances should M. Menderes decide 
to go to the polls this year. 

10. One recent factor which might 
possibly influence the Prime Minister 
against an early election and which mighl 
well lose the Democrat Party votes h the 
effect of hts high-hEmded treatment of the 
leader of the Republican National Party, 
M. Osman BoliikbEi/fi M. Bdliikba^i come^i 
from Kir^chir and he and the other three 
ParliamcntEiry representatives of his party 
all represented Kir^ehlr in the 1954 elections 
before it was demoted from vilayet status, 
Wlien this status wa.s restored this year 
M. Bdliikbail's own district was e.xduded 
from the new vilayet boundary. Thoroughly 
inccn.sed by what he dearly considered a 
personal slight he spoke oui in the strongest 
terms in the National Assembly (he is inci¬ 
dentally the Juosi noted orator in Turkey). 
.As a result, his parliamentary immunity was 
withdrawn by a majority vote of the Assem¬ 
bly at the end of June, he weis arrested on 
the Isi of Inly, and committed to trial for 
making derogatory statements in the 
As.sembly and ini iU lobby. 

11. This impuisive action by the Govern¬ 
ment, which is attributed to a characteristic 
outburst of emotionalism on the part of the 
Prime Minister, has already had wide elTects 
Etnd has elevated M. BoIukba?j from being 
the leader of an obscure and generally 
somewhat unpopular political party into 
something of a national hero. When he 
was taken lo the court for committal to 
trial a large crowd gathered outside, larger. 

In the view' of one cye-wilness, than he had 
ever seen in Ankara before, all demonstra¬ 
ting loudly in his favour. M. Boldkba^i, 
an expert demagogue, made the most of this. 
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iind ugly scenes developed during the five 
hours while the crowd waited outside the 
court. Tempers were lost, police batons 
were brought into play and some journalists 
are now in hospital as a result, The par¬ 
ticular significance of this incident was that 
M. Bdlilkba^i is in no sense a local man and 
that the crowd did not consist merely of his 
party followers and groups of intellectuals 
and journalists, but of a cross section of 
the Ankara populace who have no particular 
interest normally in such affairs. Needless 
to say the Opposition Press has made the 
most of this incident, and the Government 
have already reacted by closing down 
temporarily the Istanbul branch of the 
journalists' Union. 

12. This violent public outburst may have 
made the Government hesitate and ivo date 
has yei been fixed for M. Bdliikba^i s trial. 
Some believe that M. Menderes has gone so 
far in this case that he cannot retract and 
must get M. Bdliikbaai sentenced to 
imprisonment. Others think that the 
Government has had a fright and that he 
will not bo tried until after the election^ 
when he will be acquitted with minimum 
publicity. In any case it is a fairly general 
view that this incident would harm the 
Democrat cause in an early election and 
that this may influence M. Menderes' 
deebion. 

El. There remains, as always, an unknown 
factor in the personality of M. Mendcrcs 
himself. Besides the incident referred to 
above, there have been other recent mani¬ 
festations of his Unpredictability and 
arbitrary methods not counected with 
internal affairs, and H is reliably reported 
that the President of the Republic is much 
disturbed. As I have reported on several 
occasions, M Menderes" undoubted ability, 
drive and clarity of view which make him a 
valuable asset in the field of foreign affairs, 
and have given an impressive impulse to 
Turkey's material cJevelopnTcnt, are marred 
by ail extreme sensitiveness to opposition 
or crUicism. One of the harmful effecis of 
this sensitive ness is that he tends to avoid 
contact with antagonistic elemcEUs and to 
surround himself with persons on whom he 
can rely to give him congenial advice. 
Speaking to me the other day about M, 
Mendcrcs, a Turkish acquaintance oT mine 
suggested that this trail in his character was 
in some ways the modern equivalent of 
Sullan Abdul Hamid's obsessive fear of 
assassmation. In M, Menderes' case the 
feoT h of political assassination and the 
triple walls with which Sultan Abdul Hamid 
surrounded his Palace of Yildist and the 


drastic measures he took to remove persons 
suspected of designs on his life find their 
counterpart in the solid phalanx of comfort¬ 
able counsellors which M. Menderes keeps 
around him and his sudden savage attacks 
on his political critics. He has been known 
to say that he has no intention of being an 
ex-Prime Minister. Moreover, I am sure 
that the present wholesale demolition which 
h now going on in Istanbul in order to open 
the way for his plans for the city's embel¬ 
lishment make him acutely anxious to 
complete his grandiose schemes in order 
to he remembered by posterity as a builder 
rather than a razer. Another feature of his 
character which does not alleviate the work 
of his staff, nor,incidentally, please the queue 
of newly-arrived Ambassadors who are at 
present waiting to pay him the formal visit 
required by the Turkish Protocol, is his 
rooted dislike of committing himself to any 
engagement, of whatever nature, until the 
last possible moment. Here there may be 
some unconscious element of the basic 
Asiatic fear of tempting Providence, No 
doubt this particular trait Is partly respon- 
rible for the present uncertainty about the 
date of the elections. Though these per¬ 
sonal peculiarities of M. Menderes arc well 
known, they are disturbing. So far they do 
not appear to have affected his judgment on 
really important questions, and certainly not 
on the main tines of foreign policy. But 
there is alw^ays the nossibiliiy that at any 
lime his tendency to take sudden and unex¬ 
pected decisions from some personal or 
emotional motive may affect more im¬ 
portant issues. Moreover, they give cause 
to fear that when the election is held 
M. Menderes may not be over scrupulous 
in the choice of measures designed to ensure 
that it produces the desired results. 

14, The country is therefore wailing 
expectantly for the next move over the 
general election; Eind U is unlikely that H 
will be pul out of suspense until the Grand 
National Assembly meets again on the 2nd 
of September, Meanwhile it would be idle 
to speculate over the possible results of an 
early election. Nevertheless, in spite of the 
factors mcnlioncd above which may have 
damaged M. Menderes' chances, nothing 
has emerged to alter fundamonially the 
conclusions which 1 drew in paragraph 14 
of my despatch No. 63 of the 27ih of March. 

15. lam sending a copy of this despatch 
to the Political Representative with the 
Middle East Forces. 

I have, &c. 

JAMES BOWKER. 
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GA 344/65 No. 14 

PROVISION OF VJSCOUNT AIRCRAFT BY B.O.A.C, FOR THE 

TURKISH AIRLINES 


Sir Ume$ Bowker lo A/f. 5>/kvy#i Uoy(/, ^ Revet Vi'd Jufy 30) 


(No. Ids. Confideniia]—Guard) fstatihui, 

July 26. 1937. 

With reference to my telegram No. 701 of the 34ih of July, I have the honour 
^ enclose herein a copy of the agreemenlC^) signed on the 24lh of July between the 
BrUish Overseas Airway.Corporation (B.O.A.CJ and the Turkish AirMnes n'.H.Vj, 
providing for stock participation by B,O.A,C. in T.H.Y,, and for the granting of 
a credit by B.O.AX. to enable T.H.V, to purchase live Viscount aircraft. 

_ “ni" contract was signed on behalf of B.O.A.C, by Sir George Cribbett, 
B.O.A.C Deputy Chairman, who arrived In Ankara on the 2 Esl of July accompanied 
by Mr. $. Broad of B.O.A.C. and by officials of Vickers, the manufacturers of the 
Viscount aircraft. I saw Sir George Cribbett in Istanbul on the mo-rning of the 
2Jsl of July before he went to .Ankara, and again in Ankara on the 25th of July. 
He told me that the agreement w^ith T,H.V. had been concluded with speed because 
there was strong evidence thm United Staiss interisls fPan-American Airwavs 
and Lockheed Aircraft Corporation) were trying to thwart it by making more 
attractive offers to Turkey. Her Majesty's Government having approved B.O,A,C/s 
venture with T.H.V., despite considerable misgivings about Turkey's capatitv to 
repay the credit within the stipulated period. It Cva.s essential to conclude'the 
agreement rapidly in order !o take full advantage of the resulting goodwill and 
in order not to allow the competing American interEsts further time to win over 
The Turkswith other offers. 1 understand that The Pan-American offer involved 
a credit of LJ.S.SI2 million to buy aeroplanes, and that this sum would be payable 
in Turkish lira, which could be used inside Turkey bv Pan-American's assoctaie 
(Intsr-Contiiicnul Holds Corporation) to build holds in Turkey! 

^sreement with B.O,A.C provided for the investment by B.O.A.C, 
’n T.H.Y, The shares purchased with this sum will represent 
tT..L920,000, which is approximaidy one-third of the fT,20 million capital of 
r.H.y, This sum will come under the provisions of the Turkish Foreign Investment 
En^uragement Law, and will give B.O.A.C. am seat on (he Board of Directors 
of T.H.Y. The £500,000 wijl be used by T.H.V. towards the purchase of five 
Viscount-700 aircraft and their spares, 

* purchase price of the aircraft will he met by a credit 

of £I,5 (a). 000 which will be repaid over :t pcrio<i of ten }cars, 

5, During Sir George Cribbeli's negoriaiions leading up to the signature of 
the agreement three particular points of difliculty arose. The first was that 
B.O.A.C,s total investment of £2 mjlllon is about £200'.(X]0 short of (he cost of 
five Viscounts with necessary spares at to-day’s prices. Sir George made it quite 
clear to the Turks that £2 millfotii was the absolute maximum that BO AC 
could offer and (hat in the of this it was up m T.H.V. to arranee their 
procurement programme accordingly, 


6. The swond relates to ih; servicing of the Viscount aircraft. There is 
a danger that if Lockheed set up a maiiiienance base En Istanbul as is pcsstble 

!wv than to (he maintenance base which 

B.CJ.A.C. nave set up m Beirut. Sir George Gribbctt explained that BO AC 
would see serious objection to such a procedure, and made it dear that Vickers 
should have the right to approve the service fadliTies; he also indicated that there 
was a security aspect to this in regard to the Rolls-Royce part engines It was 
agre^ that no d^tsion on servicing should be taken without previous discussioti 
by the Board, and Sir George Cnbbctt told me that he had had to be satisfied with 
this for the present. 
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7. The other main point relates to action which B.O.A.C. might lake in the 
event of delays or non-payment of the credit by T.H.Y, The Note of Understanding 
initialled in London on the 25th of March* 1957, between B.O.AC* and T.H*Y. 
covered this point by stating that the loan of £U500,OCK) would be charged upon 
the undertaking and specifically upon the Viscount aircraft,*" It was ditficuk to 
provide that B.O.A.C. could take back the aircraft in the event of nompaymeni 
without affronting Turkish pride. Ultimately a form of words was devised, in 
Article 6 \g) of the Agreement, which gives B.O.A,C\ a right of access to T,H,Y/s 
property, and in particular to the aircraft ordered by Vickers, in compliance with 
the current Turkish legislation/* This form of words is similar to an arrangement 
by the United States Government in respect of ships supplied to Turkey on credit. 
Theoretically in the event of non-payment 8,0,A,C. could apply to a Turkish 
Court and the Turkish Court could dispose that the aircraft he removed from 
T.H.Y.'s control It would have been difficult lo obtain anything more definite 
than this; and in any case, should a situation arise where Turkey did not pay, 
recovery' of the aircraft would become a highly political matter. 

8. I understand that Sir George Cribbett is to be the B.O.A.C. representative 
on the Board of T.H,Y, and that as Turkish law does not allows the appointment 
of an alternate, he will attend meetings once a quarter and on any other occasions 
w'hen discussions arc to take place affecting B,0 A,C.'s interests, 

9. During his stay in Ankara Sir George Cribbett received a most friendly 
welcome from the Turkish authorities. He was received by the Minister of 
Cornmunlcations. M. Arif Demircr, who also gave a dinner parly for him which 
at the last moment he was unable to attend himself having been summoned to a 
Cabinet meeting. On the 25ili of July Sir George Cribbett was received by the 
Prime Minister, w'ho expressed to me his satisfaction at the conclusion of the 
Agreement when 1 saw him later in the evening. My presence in Ankara on that 
day enabled me to attend a small luncheon that the Minister of Communications 
arranged for Sir Georgs Cribbett to compensate for the fact that he had had to 
be absent himself from the dinner the evening before. 

10. Both the Prime Minister and the Minister of Communications had long 
ago set their hearts on acquiring Viscount aircraft, and it is a matter for 
congraiulaiion ihut B,0,A,C, have fuiatly concluded this Agreement, virtually under 
the noses of the Americans. On this aspect B.O.A.C/s association with T.H>Y. 
should undoubtedly strengthen their position in this area as against American, and 
particularly Pan-American Airways, airline competition. 

11. On the fmancial implications, it cannot be denied that B.O.A.C., in 
staking £2 million in T.H.Y. is taking a gamble. With regard to the Turkish overall 
indebtedness to the United Kingdom, the deal definitely involves acceptance of 
increased financial risks. 1 consider nevertheless that these risks arc at least 
balanced, and possibly outweighed, by the wider implications of this association. 

12. The fact that the Agreement was concluded so rapidly was due in great 
pan to the skill with which Sir George Cribbett conducted the negotiations and 
ihc relations of friendly confidence which he established with the Turkish 
authorities on his arrival and maintained throughout his visit. The Agreement 
has certainly, as a result, been concluded under the best auspices for the future. 

13. 1 iini sending copies of this despatch to the Civil Air Attach^ at Beirut 
and to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Washington. 

I have, Ac. 

JAMES BOWKER. 
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10316/3 No. 15 

TURKISH RAPPROCHEMENT WITH EGYPT 

(1) 

Mr, Sei\\yn Lloyd to Sir James Bowker UstaftbaU 


(No, 68. Confidential) Foreign Office, 

August L 1937. 

I am somcw'hat concerned by the number 
of reports from your Excellency sugg^iing 
that the Turkish Government have em¬ 
bark ed on, and have publicly com mi tied 
themselves to, a policy of reconciliation with 
Egypt. Although, when questioned by your 
Excellency, M. Menderes maintained that 
there had been no sensational change in 
Turco-Egyptkn relations, and although he 
was evidently under no illusions about 
Colonel Nasser’s equivocal atUiude to the 
Bagdad Pact, the recent Turkish moves can 
hardly be said to accord with our policy of 
going very slowly with Nasser and of giving 
him as Ihtle help as possible. As seen from 
here, it is particularly disconcerting than 

(a) the alignment of Turkish policy with 
OUT own towards Nasser should 
apparently have depended so much 
on M. Birgi while he was at the 
Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 

ib> the pro-Arab lobby in that Ministry 
should have achieved the present 
re-orientation of Turkish policy 
towards Egypt so soon after M. 
Birgi's departure; 

(c) so far M, .Menderes does not seem to 
have exerted himself to impose any 
restraint on this new policy, or to 
qualify the extravagant statements 
made in public, for example, by his 
Minister of Commerce: 

idj although 1 note from your Commer¬ 
cial Department's letter H265/5 of 
the 24th of July that Turkey has 
probably gained more from the 
e.xtensiort of credit facilities to Egypt 
than has Egypt herself, nevertheless, 
many of the goods from third 


countries which Egypt may offer as 
repayment for her imports from 
Turkey may well come from 
Communist hhc sources. 

2. Your Excellency may also like to know 
that the Quai d'Orsay have noted a change 
in the Turkish attitude towards Egypt. A 
delegation of oflicials from the Quai, led 
by the Directeur Afrique-Levant, M. 
ScbiJleau, who came over on the 24th of 
.luly to review events in the Middle East 
with my department, asked in the course 
of the discussion whether these recent moves 
betokened any cooling in the Turkish fltli* 
tude towards the Bagdad Pact. They were 
told that, so far as Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment were aware, there was no reason to 
suppose so: the Pact was in part a creation 
of Turkey, and the Turks could be expected 
to continue to give it their fullest support. 

3. J realise that, preoccupied as he is with 
internal affairs, the Turkish Prime Minister 
can only concern himself with major issues 
of foreign policy; and J find it difiicuJi to 
believe that he, who is so staunch in his 
loyalty to the Bagdad Pact, would allow 
things to go too far. f should nevertheless 
be glad to receive your Excellency's further 
psessmcni of the seriousness of this trend 
in T urkish policy, and of the extent to 
which, if at all, it has M. Menderes' 
deliberate^ approval That he has at least 
given it his tacit blessing would seem to be 
J mdicated by the fact that he informed hi^ 
colleagues at the recent meeting of the 
Bagdad Pact Council in Karachi of the 
apparent desire of the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment for more friendly relations, and invited 
us to comment, 

I am, &c. 

SELWYN LLOYD. 
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Sir Janies Bowker /£> \fr^ Sdwyn Uoyd. {Received August 26) 


British Embassy Residence, 
{No. 157. Confidential) Isiatibult 
Sir^ 24, 1957. 

In your despatch No^ 6S of the 1st of 
August you commented on a luunber of 
reports which I have lately sent your depart* 
UKiit on the recent manifestations by the 
Turkish Governmem of friendliness towards 
Egypt, and invited my observations on the 
seriousness of this trend and the extent to 
which it can be considered to have the 
Turkish Prime Minisier's deliberate 
approval 

2. 1 will answer the second question first. 
Though there is a Turkish Acting foreign 
Minister and a number of more or less com* 
petent officials in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Turkish foreign policy is personally 
directed and controlled^ even in anatlers of 
detail and more particularly since M. Birgi's 
departure for London, by M. Menderes, and 
the case of Egypt is certainly no exception. 
Moreover, though the reasons for this new 
policy towards Egypt may not be very 
obvious, M.Mcnderes identified himself with 
it at an early stage; He attended, for 
instance, the Turco-Egyptsan football match 
in Istanbul last May and shortly after was 
present at the reception given on ibc 
Egyptian National Day by the Egyptian 
Chargd d'Affaircs in Ankara; a mark of 
attention w'hich so far as [ know is unique 
in my experience of .U years at this 
post. The other recent manifestations of 
the Turkish Government's friendliness to* 
wards the present regime in Egypt have been 
reported as they have occurred and are 
known to the departmem. To them should' 
be added the mutual suspension of attacks 
on the radio broadcasting systems of both 
countries, 

3. My United States colleague was, like 
myself, told by the Turkish Prime Minister 
in reply to hts enquiries on the subject 
that Turco-Egyptian relations were going 
through a process of normalisation. M, 
Mendcres added, however, that he was still 
ready to meet Colonel Nasser at any time 
and anywhere. Mr, Warren was subse¬ 
quently instructed to tell M, Menderes that 
a visit by him to Colonel Nasser at this 
juncture would be bound to have a very 
unfortunate effect in Saudi-Arabia, Jordan 
and Iraq* To this M. Menderes replied that 
Nasser had not changed and would not dare 


to suggest such a visit* He went on to say 
that if Colonel Nasser were to issue such 
an invitation it would indicate a significant 
change of heart and Turkey, with her 
responsibilities towards the Arab countries,, 
was obliged to keep a careful watch on 
possibilities of improving her relations with 
them. According to what the counsellor was 
told by his United States colleague, M* 
Mejideres, on the same occasion^ assured 
Mr. Warren that Turkey wished to keep in 
step with the United States as regards Egypt. 
She could not, however, expose herself in 
relation to the rest of the Arab world to 
the argument that she was rebutting friendly 
Egyptian overtures. But M* Menderes 
wished Mr. W'arren to know that he was 
approaching the problem of re-establishing 
normal relations with Egypi with his eyes 
open and would not allow things to get out 
of hand. 

4* ft is a fact, therefore, that there has 
recently been a nevv trend in Turco-Egyptlan 
relations and that it has M, Menderes' 
deliberate approval While vkws may differ 
about its causes, I think the main explana¬ 
tion is to be found In what M. Menderes 
said to Mr* Warren a$ reported above. As 
f have often had occasion to remark, Turkey 
regards herself as specially designated, by 
her geographical position and her past asso¬ 
ciations, to play a special and leading port 
in the Middle East. I do not bdleve that 
this move fundamentally affects her resolu¬ 
tion, implanted by AliUilrk and of which the 
first full flowering took place with her 
admission to NATO, to advance as a 
Western Power closely bound to the Western 
family of nations; though the extent to 
which Turkey's Western orientation may be 
effected, involuntarily by her developing 
commitments under the Bagdad Pact, and 
voluntarily by the increasingly Turkish- 
Muslim outlook of some of M. Menderes' 
inHuential friends, or by a characteristic 
Turkish desire to demonstrate that her 
friendship must not be taken for granted, 
may well be a fitting subject for further 
study* But the point to be borne in mind 
is that alongside Turkey's consciousness of 
her destiny as a Western Power she remains 
acutely aware of her position in the Middle 
East. The Bagdad Pact, though in many 
ways a success for Turkish diplomacy, 
tended to estrange Turkey from other Arab 
States, particularly Egypt, in spite of 
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M. Menderes* special efforts to remain on 
good terms with the latter. Her hopes that 
other Arab States would before long be 
attracted to the Bagdad Pact's orbit were 
disappointed with the failure to secure the 
adherence of Jordan. Her recent overtures 
to Saudi Arabia have not, so far, had a very 
warm reception. There is no reason for 
sFKcial surprise that she should not have 
wished to turn down the recent advances 
from Egypt. If the way in which these 
advances has been met has seemed some* 
what exaggerated, it must be remembered 
that foreign ^licy is decided by M. Men* 
deres. who himself is apt to be impulsive* 


He may also very possibly have thought that 
improved relations with Egypt and the 
prospect of some Egyptian consumer goods 
might help him in the elections. But the 
initiative came from the Egyptians and there 
are as yet no real grounds for disbelieving 
M. Menderes' assurance to my American 
colleague that he was continuing to deal 
with Egypt with his eyes open. 

5. 1 am sending copies of this despatch to 
Her Majesty’s Ambassadors at Washington, 
Bagdad, Tehran and Karachi. 

I have, &c. 

JAMES BOWKER, 
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RK I2IJ/45 No. \6 

WARSHtPS FOR TCRKEY 

Sir Jartit^s 8<ni-ker to ^^r. Sehiytt Uoyd. iReceived August 26) 


(No. !56, Secret) /stimbul. 

Sir, August 23, 1957. 

1 have ihe honour to inform you, with 
reference lo your despatch No* 69 of the 
6Lh of August, that Notes constituting an 
agreement between the Government of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern iretand and the Government of 
Ihe Turkish RcpubJic, concerning the pur¬ 
chase by the Turkish Government of four 
“ M Class destroyers of the British 
Rescnc Fleet, were exchanged at Istanbul 
on Lhc 16th of August. At the same time a 
conhdemiaf Record of Understanding, 
regarding the maintenance of the vessels 
after their transfer to the Turkish Navy, was 
also concEuded. 

2. i enclose the certified copiesC ) of my 
Notes to the Secretary-General of the 
Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
M. Mclih Fsenbel, together with his 
lepficst'), m original setting out iu) the 
terms of the agreement on the purcfiaso 
of the vesssis, and th) the Record of Under¬ 
standing regarding their maintenance. 

3. As I have reported in my telegram No* 
161 from Istanbul of the 16th of August, the 
Turkish Government have agreed that the 
Exchange of Notes should be registered ai 
the United Nations by Her Majestys 
Govcfiimem and by the Turkish Govern¬ 
ment, The confidejuial Record of Under¬ 
standing will not be registered, but the 
1 urkish Government have agreed that 
copies of the confidential Record of Under¬ 
standing, as well as of the Exchange ol 
Noiss, may be contmunicated to the United 
States Government. The Turkish Govern¬ 
ment have also agreed that the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisaiion may he 
informed of the fact of the sate through the 
Defence Production Committee and the 
United Kingdom Military Representative at 
Supreme Headquarters Allied Powders in 
Europe, 

4. The conclusion of this agreement is the 
culmination of negotiations which began in 
[fie summer of 1956 during a visit to London 
of the Turkish Deputy Commander of 
Naval Forces, Admiral Amom, who sought 


to enlisi British support for an ambitious 
programme for the replacement of existing 
units of the Turkish Navy. These, accord¬ 
ing to Admiral Aruom, had become so 
obsolete as lo be virtually useless. The 
Turkish requirements were given as one 
cruiser, eight destroyers and eight escorts. 
The Turkish approach seems to have been 
stimulated by the belief that Her Majesty*s 
Government had already decided in prin¬ 
ciple to make available, on loan or other¬ 
wise, to their allies in the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation certain ships from the 
Reserve Fleet which would be released by 
reductions contemplated in the Royal Navy. 
The Turkish Prime Minister early showed 
intense personal interest in obtaining new^ 
vessels for the Turkish Navy and shortly 
after .Admiral Arnom's conversations in 
London he assured me that he expected that 
the Turkish Government, provided that they 
were given “ certain facilities," would be 
able to pay the large sum, estimated at some 
£12 millions, which would be required to 
purchase the hulls and to pay for the refit 
of the vessels. 

5, The importance on political grounds of 
helping Turkey, as a loyal ally in the Middle 
East, and the importance also of continuing 
the beneficial association of the British and 
Turkish Navies, was of course fully recog¬ 
nised by Her Majesty's Government. It was 
not, however, to be expected that the ambi¬ 
tious proposal originally put forward by the 
Turkish nuihorities could be accepted as it 
stood by Her Majesty's Government. There 
were two major difficulties. The first was 
(he existing high level of unpaid Turkish 
commercial debts to the United Kingdom 
and Ihe virtual certainly that even if Turkey 
were able to pay the cost of her naval 
requireinenis it could only be at the expense 
of her existing commercial obiigaiions. The 
second difficulty was (he probable atlHude 
of the United States Governmem which bad 
already for some time been pressed by the 
Turks to provide new ship$, but had refused 
to do so principally on the grounds that such 
vessels—and particularly the cruiser—would 
be a liability for maintenance for which in 
the long run the United States Government 
would be required to pay, 
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6. When the Turkish Government were 
asked to explain more fully their proposals 
for financing the purchase of the British 
warships, it transpired that they hoped for 
some aETangcment under which the pay¬ 
ments would be deferred until a time when 
the Turkish economy would have emerged 
from the present period of stress caused by 
the heciic tempo of development. In 
October 1956, the Turkish ideas were put 
forward on a formal basis, Briefiy they 
consisted of a proposal that the vessels 
should be supplied, together with equipment 
iind spares sufficient for five years, after 
completion of the work necessary to raise 
them to M-day standards,” on a ten-year 
credit basis. Repayment should begin two 
years after the date of the transfer of the 
last ship to the Turkish Navy and the loan 
would be liquidated in ten equal yearly 
instaln^cnts. In the meantime the Turkish 
author)ties had reduced their bid to one 
cruiser, four destroyers and eight escorts, 

7. ,At this stage it was decided by Her 
Majesty's Government that although it was 
impossible on financial grounds to meet in 
full the Turkish requirements of ships, a 
special effort should nevertheless be made, 
on political grounds, to help the Turkish 
Government as far as possible lo satisfy 
[heir reasonable requirements. It was hoped 
that it would prove possible to offer them on 
extended credit terms four " M " Class 
destroyers and possibly one cruiser. It had 
already become clear that it was above ail 
on the acquisition of a cruiser that the 
Turkish Oovertnnent had set their hearts. 
U had become equally clear, however, that 
there were no sound military grounds for 
satisfying their desire for a cruiser which 
they required rttainly for purposes of pres^ 
tige. It was evident loo, that even if Her 
Majesty's Governnieni were to ignore the 
financial arguments against supplying a 
cruiser, they would be likely to cause con¬ 
siderable concern, and indeed offence, to the 
United Stales Government. 

8. U was, however, hopetl that the United 
States Government might agree to treat the 
question of aid for the Turkish Navy as a 
combined Anglo-American operation by 
financing the cost of the refit of the neces¬ 
sary vessels if Her Maje.sly's Government 
supplied the hulls and the stores. The 
United States Governmem were approached 
accordingly. At the same time the Turkish 
Government were informed that Her 
Majesty's Gcvermneni were prepared to 
offer one ** Dido " Class cruiser and four 
" M " Class destroyers, together with their 


refit and stores, provided that United Slates 
financial assi.'^tance could be obtained to 
cover the cost of refitting the warships in the 
United Kingdom. Alternatively, if the 
United States Government were not pre¬ 
pared to offer financial assistance in this 
way. Her Majesty's Government would be 
willing to offer the Turkish Government a 
loan of £3 millions to cover the cost of the 
four " M " Clitss destroyers together with 
the initial stores and spares and of their 
refit in British yards. In this case Her 
Majesty's Government would require the 
Turkish Government to make an iniiia! 
payment of, say, £! 00,000, and would agree 
lo the deferment of ihe repayment of the 
balance for a period of ten years. This offer 
w'as warmly welcomed by the Turkish 
Government. 

9, The American response to this pro¬ 
posal was unfavourable, II was briefly to 
the effect that if the Amerkans were to help 
in furnishing ships for the Turkish Navy 
they would prefer to provide American 
ships rather than help to finance the pro 
vision of British. In any case, no funds 
were available In the current fiscal wr for 
either project, The United Slates Govern¬ 
ment would, however, see no objection to 
Her Majesty’s Government's providing four 
destroyers if these were replaccsncnls and 
not additions. They would however depre¬ 
cate the provision of a cruiser since this 
would inevitably become an additional com¬ 
mitment for the Turks to maintain. 

10. One purpose of the approach to the 
Americans had of course been to make it 
clear to the Turkish Governmem that their 
desire for a cruiser could not be met from 
British resources alone, although the 
requirements for the destroyers could. It 
was thereafter agreed that the negoiLaUons 
for the transfer of the destroyers should pro 
ceed, but the Turkish Government still did 
not give up their hope of obiaining a cruiser 
by some means or other. Throughout the 
subsequent negotiations for the transfer of 
the destroyers they reverted to the question 
of the cruLscr at all possible opportunities* 
Nevertheless, at Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment's insistence, they agreed that the 
destroyer transaction had. following the 
American refusal to be associated whh it, 
to be treated as a quite separate subject, 

IL Her Majesty's Government's detailed 
proposals for the transfer of the destroyers 
were enibodicd in a draft Exchange of Notes 
which was presented to the Turkish 
Government for their concurrence in 
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March 1957, in accordance with inslruc- 
tions contained in your despatch No. 21 of 
the Isl of .March, 1957, Her Majesty's 
Govornment's original draft proposed that 
interest on the loan of £2,900,000 should be 
at the rate of 6 per cent. In deference, how¬ 
ever, to furlh:r TurVish pressure and in 
order to maintain the maximum amount of 
goodwill, it was decided to reduce to 5 per 
cent, the rate of inlcrest, and it was further 
agreed that the interest should cease to 
accumulate after the expiry of the first ten 
years of the loan. Appropriate amendments 
were made to the text of the Exchange of 
Notes. 

12, The concessions made by Her 
Majesty's Government were, 1 think* gener¬ 
ally appreciated by the Turkish authorities 
who, throughout the negotiations, showed 
themselves to be, as usuai, pertinacious bar¬ 
gainers, Unfortunately, however* t cannot 
say that these concessions have made the 
full impression which they deserved owing 
to the continued Turkish preoccupation 
over the question of acquiring a cruiser. 
About this, as you will know, the Turkish 
Government have submitted fresh proposals 
which are the subject of current correspon¬ 
dence with your Department; and it is clear 
that they will continue to press us hard, on 
political grounds, to satisfy their ambition to 
obtain the vessel on which they have set 
their hearts, 

13, Viewed against the background of 
recent developments in this area iny Naval 
Attache believes that the destroyers will 
provide a welcome stiffening to the naval 
forc^ of Turkey. It is true to say that the 
ex*BntJ$h destroyers at present in the Tur¬ 
kish fleet are approaching the end of their 
useful life. More could have been done lo 
maintain and keep them serviocable had the 
officers on the British Naval Training StalT 


been allowed to go on board and advise on 
their upkeep. I therefore regard the Confi¬ 
dential Record of Understanding as a useful 
attempt to ensure better attention to main¬ 
tenance, though I suspect that the Turkish 
authorities will require pressure to comply 
fully with ks spirit. 

14. As reported in my telegram No. 751* 
after the signature of the agreement, the 
Government of Turkey issued a friendly (if 
in detail somewhat exaggerated) Press state¬ 
ment about the transfer of the destroyers. 
This statement was well reported in the 
Turkish Press, and has inspired some 
favourable comment in certain newspapers 
about the value of Anglo-Turkish friend¬ 
ship. One commentator indeed has pointed 
to the transaction over the warships as 
further proof that Britain is Turkey's one 
rdiable friend in the Middle East and 
Southern Europe and that criticisms of her 
Cyprus policy which have appseared in other 
sections of the Press arc unjustified and 
harmful On the same day the Prime 
Minister sent for nie specially to express his 
warm thanks to Her Majesty's Government 
for the help and understanding which they 
had shown in meeting Turkey's require¬ 
ments over the desEroyers, He said that he 
regarded the agreement now signed as a 
symbol of Anglo-Turkish co-operation and 
as opening a new era in Anglo-Turkish 
lelations, 

15. I am sending copies of this despatch 
10 Her Majesty's Amba.ssadoT at Washing¬ 
ton, the United Kingdom Representative on 
the North Atlantic Council, Paris^ and to 
the Political Representative with the Middle 
East Forces. I enclose two extra copies for 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

I have, &c. 

JAMES BOWKER, 
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RV J05U 29 No. 17 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND 
THE TURKISH AMBASSADOR ON SEPTEMBER 13, 1957 

Mr, Selwyn Lhyd lo Mr, Stewart {Ankara) 

(No. 192. Confidential Foreign Oifice. 

Sir, September /J, J957, 

The Turkish Ambassador called on me lo-day for a general talk and for the 
particular purpose of hearing my impressions of my visit to Yugoslavia, 

2. I told M. fiirgi that J was impressed by the warmth and cordiality of my 
reception, which had all the appearance of sincerity. My discussions with 
President Tito, M. Kardelj and M. Popovtc had been frank and useful 1 thought 
that as a result of these talks they now understood our position on disarmament 
belter. I was of course particularly imenested In the current Yugoslav altitude 
to Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union, The Yugoslav leaders all emphasised 
that they had not gone over completely into the Soviet camp but intended to 
make up their own minds on current matters and to pursue an independent foreign 
policy. I said 1 believed that the underlying thought behind this policy, although 
it was not directly expressed in our talks, was that the process by which the other 
countries of Eastern Europe could attain the same sort of status as Yugoslavia 
would continue and could be helped by better Yugoslav relations with the Soviet 
Union. While it was dear that the Yugoslav Government would .side with the 
Russians on many current issues, 1 thought that Tito and Karddj in particular had 
too biller memories of Stalin to be carried along too far. 

3. 1 asked M. Birgi to comment on a remark which Tito made to me, to the 
effect that the Balkan Pact served a purely economic purpose now that the military 
threat under which it hud been formed was no longer so actual, M, Birgi said that 
the Turkish Government had always denied the thesis, which the Yugoslavs had 
pul forward before, that the Pact was transformed into an economic instrument. 

4. Turning to the Middle East. M, Bir“i said that his Government was not 
keeping him currently informed on the situacion in Syria. His own view was that 
Syria was well on the way to Satellite status and that the process would not stop 
there. Jordan would be the next to be threatened, and then perhaps the Lebanon 
and the Sheikhdoms. He thought that the attitude of King Saud w^as satisfactory 
and that we could not expect him to do more for the time being. The King of 
Jordan had received a good reception on his raturn and seemed in a determined 
mood. Nuri Said was going to Istanbul on September 20 and would meet the 
Turkish Prime Minister. 

5. M. Birgi thanked me for our tour d^horizan, and I asked him to send 
my good wishes to his Prime Minister. 

6. 1 am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's Representatives at 
Amman, Athens, Bagdad* Bahrain, Beirut and Belgrade. 

I am, &c, 

SELWYN LLOYD. 
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RK J015/2S No. J« 

THE OPENING OF THE TURKISH GENERAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN 

Mr, Sfeu'flrf fo Mr. Selwyn Uoyd. {Receive^i Sepiemher f6) 


(No. 162. Confidcntiall Ankara, 

Sir, Si^pfember 13, 1957. 

I liave the honour lo refer to my telegram 
No. 821 and lo inform you that the Grand 
National Assembly was dissolved on the 
llth of September after deciding unani¬ 
mously to hold general elections on the 
27th of October. The election campaign 
has therefore oflicially begun, 

2. During the same session a law was 
passed amending certain provisions of the 
Electoral Law in such a way as to Inhibit 
co-operation during the election campaign 
between the Opposition parties. The main 
provisions of these amendments were as 
follows: — 

ti) No person who has applied to any 
party for designation as a candidate 
will be allowed to become an inde¬ 
pendent candidate or a candidate for 
any other party in any constituency 
for the election concerned, 
fill A political party which participates 
in the general elections has lo do so 
independently and must participate 
m elections where it has organisations 
In provinces and districts. Moreover 
it must designate as many candidates 
as the number of seats aJIocated! to 
each constituency. Political parlies 
which do not abide by this article will 
lose the light to participate in the 
general elections in any constituency, 
(iii) Persons who resign from their parties 
two months before or two months 
after the date of the decision of the 
Grand National Assembly for a 
general election cannot be designated 
as independent candidates. 

(ivi Joint lists mny not be submitted in 
any form. 

3. On the face of it this law has effectively 
prevented the Opposition parlies either from 
presenting joint lists in certain constituencies 
or from allocating certain constituencies to 
certain parties or from resigning en masse 
from their parties and standing as inde¬ 
pendents. They will therefore either have 
to fight the elections independently in strict 
accordance with the Electoral Law or come 
to an agreement {which is unlikely) for the 
Opposition to be represented by one of the 


Opposition parties only throughout the 
country'. The third possibility is that they 
might boycott the general elections entirely 
although this appears unlikely at present, 

4. These amendments to the Electoral 
Law were debated throughout the day in the 
National Assembly on the Hth of 
September. To begin with tempers ran high 
and the atmosphere was electric. One 
Deputy of the People’s Republican Party 
had to be expelled from the Assembly for 
the session for refusing to sit down when 
ordered to do so by the chairman; and soon 
afterwards, during a speech by ex-President 
Jndnu, a fight started between Opposition 
and Democrat Party Deputies and the 
Assembly was adjourned for some minutes 
until tempers had cooled. On resumption 
it appeared that the sling had gone out of 
the debate and the remainder of the session 
was conducted in an orderly fashion with 
reasonably sane and moderate statements on 
all sides. The Law was, of course, passed 
by an overwhelming majority and there was 
no evidence of abstainers in the Democrat 
Party ranks. The Democrat Party element 
in the Assembly were clearly full of con¬ 
fidence throughout while the Opposition 
steadily contested every point and preserved 
an air of resolution and unity amongst 
themselves until the end. In spite of the 
bitterness evident in the opening stages the 
Opposition did not appear to be cast down 
by the course of events (they expected it), 
and there was even evidence as the Assem¬ 
bly dissolved of perfectly friendly personal 
relations between Opposition and Democrat 
Deputies. There was no atmosphere of 
potential boycott or other violent action by 
the Opposition parties. 

5. It had been widely rumoured for some 
days tHjFore the final session of the Assembly 
that the Govcrnraeni were in fact preparing 
legislation designed to torpedo Opposition 
collaboration. The General Congress of the 
People's Republican Party met in Ankara 
early this week and publicly approved the 
principle of co-operation between the 
various Opposition parties and authorised 
M. Inonli to decide whether the party 
should in fact participate in the general 
elections. In his main speech to the Con¬ 
gress M. Inonli dealt almost entirely with 
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the illiberal legislation passed by the 
Government and the efforts he had made 
during the last few months to influence the 
Prime Minister to solve “ the problems of 
the rdgime.” 

6. There was a small crop of resignations 
from various political parties some days 
before the Assembly was dissolved, the most 
notable being the resignation of the former 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. Professor Fuat 
Kopriilil. from the Democrat Parly. Three 
apparently insignificant Democrat Party 
Deputies also resigned on the same day. 
One former Freedom Party Deputy joined 
the Democrat Party and another Freedom 
Party Deputy resigned and became an 
Independent. Only one of the resignecs 
from the Democrat Party has since joined 


the Freedom Party and Professor KopruKFs 
position Is still obscure. Nevertheless it is 
doubtful whether these resignations will 
cause any form of landslide at this stage 
owing to the relevant provision of the 
amendment to the Electoral Law mentioned 
above. 

7. i am commenting In a separate 
despatch on the positions of the various 
political parties at the outset of the election 
campaign. 

8. 1 am sending copies of this despatch to 
Her Majesty’s Ambassadors at Washington 
and Athens and to the Political Representa*^ 
tive with the Middle East Forces. 

1 have, &c. 

MICHAEL STEWART. 
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RK 1015/29 No, 19 

THE PROSPECTS OF THE PARTIES IN THE TURKISH GENERAL 

ELECTION 

A'r. Sfe^vuri fo Air. Seiwyn Uoyd. {Received Sepreitiber i6| 


iNo. 163- Conlidential) Ankara^ 

Sir, Sepsemher /i* 1957. 

1 have the honour to re/er to my despatch 
No. 162 of the 13th of September and to 
offer some observations on the present 
position of the Democrat and Opposition 
parties at the outset of the election cam¬ 
paign, 1 am assuming at this stage that 
the Opposition parties will not boycott the 
general elections and that they will fight the 
campaign in as close co^iperation as is 
possible within the framework of the now 
stringent Electoral Law—also that the 
elections will be free. 

2* The Democrat Party will probably 
light the elections on the basis of their 
record of achieve me lU over the last seven 
years after finding the country in a slate of 
stagnation in 1950, They will no doubt 
stress the hnniense benctits that have 
accrued to the country and will make full 
play with mention of agricultural subsidies, 
advarioes in the field of education, new 
communications, factories, power stations, 
town planning schemes, general industrial- 
isaticn. &c,, and will point to the golden 
future which will be secured for Turkey if 
they arc returned to power, and the 
undesirability of changing horses In mid¬ 
stream. 

3. The Opposition on the other hand will 
be obliged to fight from more negative 
platforms. They will undoubtedly con¬ 
centrate on the rising cost of living, the 
acute shortages and the generally disastrous 
economic policy of the Government and 
equally on the illibcrality of Democrat Party 

political ” legislation, the autocratic 
methods of the Prime Minister and the need 
for constitutional reform, 

4, 1 have found little evidence so far that 
foreign affairs are likely to be an issue. 
Members of both the Democrat Party and 
the Opposition parties have said in con¬ 
versation that there is little dissension 
between the parties on foreign affairs except 
over points of application and that no party 
wishta to rock the boat over such ticklish 
questions as Cyprus and Syria at a time like 
this, I believe that (his analysis is at 
present correct and that the Government 


are unlikely to go further than to point out 
how they have put Turkey on the inter- 
national map during the past seven years 
without referring specified Lly to any single 
aspect of foreign affairs, The Opposition 
probably also intend to maintain national 
solidarity on this subject. Nevertheless, 
there is the chance that, if the election 
campaign becomes really bitter and if the 
wells of invective on domestic subjects run 
dry, the Opposition might turn and attack 
the Government for, say, weakness and 
changing ground over the Cyprus issue and 
inertia in the face of the Syrian danger, 

5. There are certain factors which have 
affected the positions of the various parties 
in relation to the electorate since Sir James 
Bowker last made a full analysis of this 
question in his despatch No, 62 of the 
27th of March. 

6. First, the cost of living has continued 
to rise and the shortages of consumer goods 
have become increasingly acute. The 
existence for example of coffee has almost 
been forgoiten and recently certain shortages 
have arisen which affect the rural peasant 
as well as the town-dwcllcr. The view has 
been widely expressed that there is not a 
business man in any large town in Turkey 
who is not thoroughly dissatisfied with the 
regime- 

7. Secondly, there is little doubt that the 
arrest and imprisonment (so far without 
trial) of the leader of the Republican 
National Party, M. Osman Bdldkba^i, in 
July, had a damaging effect on the 
Democrat Party cause in a wider context 
than M. Bdlukba^i's own constituency. 
Nevertheless the Turkish peasant is used to 
and indeed expects autocratic methods from 
his Government; his memory of such 
incidents is comparatively short: and the 
echoes of this affair seem to have, at least 
temporarily, died away 

S- Thirdly, the widespread and apparently 
bapha?-ard demolitions especially in Ankara 
and Istanbul in the cause of town planning 
have become a political factor- Some say 
that the hardships caused by the mass 
expropriations of small shopkeepers and 
business men will have lost substantial 
quantities of votes for the Democrat Party. 
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On the other hand, the demolition work 
has temporarily solved any unemployment 
problem there might have been at the lowest 
level; the demand for manual labourers on 
the demolitions now greatly exceeds the 
supply; and wages for construction (or 
destruction) work have risen. Moreover, 
psychologically the ruthless process of 
demolition would be interpreted by many 
Turks as a sign ol the strength and power 
which they instinctively respect. 

9. Fourthly, the resignation of Professor 
Ropriilu from the Democrat Party {he was 
one of the four founders of the party) may 
have some adverse effect on the party's 
cause although it has not been followed by 
any mass resignations or even any overt 
signs of dissidence within the party. 
Although Professor Kopriilu's personal 
ability is doubtful he is a national figure, 
and the electorate might consider that ihc 
party was beginning to break up when one 
of its founder-members abandoned it $o 
soon before an election. 

10. Fifthly, the agreement between the 
Oppo.^ition parties to co-operate during the 
period of elections was evidently regarded 
by the Government as a serious threat: 
otherwise the legislation mentioned in iriy 
despatch No. 162 twhich tnay have a 
fundamental effect on the progress of 
Turkey towards true democracy) would not 
have been passed. Although thLs legislation 
has probably effectively inhibited the type 
of co-operaiion aimed at by the Opposition 
parties the fact of their willingness to 
co-operate may in the event influence 
hesitant voters to vote for the Opposition 
since it must to a certain extent have 
resolved their doubts as to which Opposition 
party to choose. 


11. Nevertheless the essential strength 
of the Democrat Party as described in 
Sir James Bowker’s despatch of the 27tb of 
March and the essential weakness of each 
mdividual Opposition party still remains; 
and the advantages accruing to the Govern¬ 
ment during the election campaign from 
their powerful organisation, and control of 
the radio and to a certain extent of the 
local authorities cannot be overlooked. 

12. It would, therefore, be logical to 
conclude that the Democrat Party stands an 
excellent chance of being returned to oifioe 
lor a third term although probably with a 
reduced majority resulting from tosses in the 
big towns; and a slight fall off of voles from 
the rural area, However, the total unpre¬ 
dictability of the Turkish voter as demon¬ 
strated in the 1950 and 1954 elections (when 
the Democrat Party was expected to be 
returned with a reduced majority) must 
jieverthelcss be borne in mind. An 
Opposition victory is highly unlikely, but it 
would not be enlircly surprising if, in spite 
of prophesies to the contrary, the Democrat 
Party was returned to power with an even 
greater majority, most probably caused by 
the disappearance from the political scene 
of the Freedom Party Deputies who were 
originally elected on the Democrat Party 
licket. 

13. 1 shall continue to report from time 
to time any important developments during 
the election campaign. 

14. T am sending copies of this despatch 
to Her Majesty's Ambassadors at Wash¬ 
ington and Athens and to the Political 
O^cer with the Middle East Force.s. 

1 have, &c. 

MICHAEL STEWART. 


secret-guard 
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RK 10338-4 No. 20 

A CHAPTER IN TURCO-RUSSIAN RELATIONS 

Mr. Stewm (o Mr. Selwyn L!oyd. {Received Ocioher IS) 


(No, 176. Confiti^ittia]) Ankaruy 
Sin October 9. 1957. 

In the Chancery’s letter (1034/61 f56)V] of 
ihe 14th of December, (956, it was reported 
that Soviet overtures to Turkey, which had 
been going on since early in 1955, suddenly 
stopped on the 27th of November last and 
attacks on Turkey and her foreign policy 
were resumed. Even at their heighl, it was 
notable that the Turkish Government 
treated these overtures with scepticism and 
reserve. Early this year, however, a fresh 
Soviet drive to improve relations with 
Turkey began, as in other Western 
countries, and. it was combined with fresh 
Soviet attempts at cultural and economic 
penetration which were reported in the 
Chancery's letter (10325.''7)(^1 of the 3rd of 
May to the Northern Department. 
NolwiLhstanding the marked change in 
Soviet-Turkish relations that has occurred 
since the beginning of September as a result 
of recent developments in Syria, the Soviet 
campaign to improve relations played on 
certain factors in the current Turkish 
situation which have not themselves 
changed, and 1 have the honour, therefore, 
to offer the following account of this 
campaign, which may well be repeated if 
conditions again appear favourable. 

2. To begin with the Soviet drive gained 
little evident success. Nevertheless it was 
not esuirdy met with the normal Turkish 
implacable hostility to such Russian 
advances. Such pointers as there were 
throughout the summer to any realignment 
of Turkish policy towards the Soviet Union 
bote a certain resemblance to those recently 
reported in Turkish-Egyptian relations 
(Sir James Bowker's despatch No, t57 of 
the 24lh of August) and they were not 
without their disquieting side. As over 
Egypt, there was no ofiicial or open 
reappraisal of Turkish policy and indeed, 
again as in the case of Egypt, olficial circles 
from the Prime Minister downwards played 
down the significance of any incident, and 
would have it believed that there had been 
no change at all. Since 1953 Soviet- 
Turkish relations have been characterised 


by a cycle of alternate threats and smiles 
but the evidence earlier this year of a slight 
weakening of the firm Turkish stand against 
all forms of Soviet penetration could not be 
denied. This was the first lime that such a 
thing happened, and it may have been and 
may yet be itself a refleclioii of a possible 
change in Turkish thinking about the Soviet 
Union. 

3. A marked increase in Soviet activity 
dated from an interview which the Soviet 
Ambassador had with the Turkish Prime 
Minister in early July, When asked about 
this conversation at the time, the 
responsible officials at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs said that it must have been 
purely formal, as they had not even 
received a report on it, M. Menderes told 
the American Ambassador that M, Rizhov 
had left with him an atde-mdmoire 
suggesting that Turkey and the Soviet 
Union shWd get down to studying all the 
problems outstanding between them; 
M. Menderes was replying that the only 
problems to be discussed were those of 
commercial and other relations, and these 
were best handled at the departmental level. 
Confirmation that such subsequent talks 
took place was given to the Canadian 
Charge d^Affaircs by the Assistant 
Secretary-General of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in a conversation several 
weeks later, and he also described more 
fully the original interview. According to 
M. Kuneralp's account M* Rizhov 
expressed the desire of the Soviet Union 
for better political relations with Turkey, 
closer economic relations, and a programme 
of cultural c?tchaiiges* This no doubt is a 
line which has been taken by the Soviet 
Union with all the countries of the West at 
some lime or other in the last eight months, 
in an attempt to recover lost ground. On 
this occasion, however, it was perhaps 
significant that the Ambassador's approach 
to the Turkish Prime Minister was supposed 
to have followed some three or four days 
after a broadcast by the Soviet radio, which 
attributed responsibility for bad Turco- 
Soviei relations in the past to M. Molotov 
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and his associates and prophesied an 
improvement now that they had been 
removed- It will be recalled that in 1955, 
Khrushchev claimed that the villain was 
Bcria (see paragraph 5 of Sir W, Hayter's 
letter 10316 6, 55 to Earl Jellicoe of the 
17th of November)!M. Rizhov did not 
himself apparently refer to the dismissal of 
Molotov but he did offer Soviet help to 
Turkey ever oil supplies, nt that period a 
critical problem, and suggested various 
cultural exchanges, in particular visits by a 
Soviet ballet company, and an exchange of 
visits between the mayors of Ankara and 
Moscow. 

4. Cultural e.\changes of Ihe kind 
proposed are, of course, m the well-worn 
tradition of attempted Soviei cultural 
penetration of the West. M, Kuneralp told 
the Canadian Charg<i d^AlTaircs that the 
Turks were embarrassed by the proposed 
exchange of mayors, which had been 
followed up by the Soviet Embassy in 
subsequent discussions, and they would stall 
on it indefinitely, hut the vish by a ballet 
company was likely to take place. It was 
not at first sight surprising that the Turks 
should have been considering following (he 
example of most other .NATO Govern¬ 
ments by permitting at least some cultural 
exchanges; but it will be remembered that 
when others were co-operating with the 
Russians in this field in 1955 and 1956, the 
Turks took a consistently tough line. 

5. According to the Turkish Press a 
group of Soviei artists arrived at Istanbul 
on the 27th of August on their way to 
perform at the Izmir Trade Fair. The 
group included dancers and actors from the 
Bohhoi Theatre and niuslcjans, including 
the ubiquitous David Oisirakh. The 
leader of the group was one Mustafa Ihsan 
Azerbaycanli, described as an announcer of 
Moscow radio, presumably in their Turkish 
service. In nn inlermw he said that the 
group would perform in Istanbul after 
Izmir, and that Soviei artists were very 
glad to be bjick once more in the country 
of Atailirk. A group from the Bolshoi 
Theatre had been invited to Turkey by 
Alatiirk In 1935, and the oriists still 
treasured the presents they had received on 
that occasion. " We want Turkish-Soviet 
cultural relations to develop, and we shall 
be happy if Turkish artists visit the Soviet 
Union,*' 


6. Sir James Bowker reported on recent 
developments in Turkish-Soviet commercial 
relations in his letter m Mr. Addis 
(112S5'5)(^) of the 23rd of August. The 
present Soviet offer to build two factories 
with long-term credits, which presumably 
still stands, represents the first Soviet 
economic aid since 1935. when a Russian- 
equipped textile factory was erected at 
Kayseri, As in the ease of the proposed 
cultural e.Kchanges, it was in many ways 
understandable and natural that Turkey 
should be willing to accept foreign aid from 
any source at present. She is desperately 
short of foreign exchange, and has 
exhausted most sources of credit available 
in Western countries, The only contract 
so far signed is for a window-glass factory', 
01 which there is a critical shortage in 
Turkey. The contract for a caustic soda 
plant has yet to be negotiated. A Soviet 
ddegation attended the opening of the 
Izmir Trade Fair in August, where the 
Russian pavilion vied with that of the 
United States. But members of the group 
applied fpr Turkish visas as individuals, and 
were pointedly not treated by the Turkish 
Government as an official commercial 
mission, although the Turkish Press gave 
them useful publicity. There were 
''umours, but nothing definite, about further 
Russian offers to supply complete factories 
on credit terms. In general it seemed that 
the Turks might accept some offers of this 
nature, because of their Inability to obtain 
their requirements in any other way or from 
any other source. They could have justified 
[his by arguing that the United Kingdom, 
for example, was trading fairly extensively 
with the Soviet Union, and (hat there was 
therefore nothing abnormal in Turkey 
doing so too. However, as reported in 
Sir James Bowker's recent annual report 
(his despatch No, 154 E, of the 2Ut of 
AugusO(’) on economic relations with the 
Soviet bhi\ trade wdih the hioc in fact 
decreased during the past year. There is 
no reason to expcci any great expanE;ion 
in trade with the Soviei Union, because 
Turkey's export capabilities arc so 
e,xtremely I inn ted. There may, however, be 
some incrca^ this year if difficulties arc 
experienced in disposing of Turkey’s high- 
priced exports to her normal trade partners 
in (he West, 

7. As regards personal contacts the 
Soviet Embassy staff in Ankara had been 
continuing their line of jovial co-cxistence. 
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andi, as last year, a parly of Soviet tourists 
recently visited Istanbul in a Russian ship, 
which appears to be tnaking more frequent 
calls at that port. 

8, Such was the concrete evidence of 
recent Soviet efforts. It must be admitted 
that ail these developments were in them¬ 
selves on a small scale, or of trivial 
importance, and that the pressure for 
improved relations had come wholly from 
the Soviet side. iThc Turkish Press was 
unanimous and robust in pointing to the 
poientioJ dangers of subversion and 
penetration inherent in entering into closer 
relations with the Soviet Union In any field.) 
The significant thing, however, was that for 
the first time the Turkish Government did 
not make a rigid stand on principle but 
responded to some extent to the Soviet 
pressure; and that where before Soviet 
activity had been forbidden, now it waa 
permitted. Had they so wished, the Turks 
could have maintained their opposition to 
official cultural exchanges. They are much 
more vulnerable on the economic front, 
and, though both the public and the 
Government appeared awake to the 
possible dangers, the principle of accepting 
Soviet help was conceded. As far as it 
could be discerned, any new direction in 
Turkish policy towards the Soviet Union 
could have been called opportunist, whereas 
before it was implacably hostile. It could 
be assumed that Turkeys opposition to 
internal Communism would certainty 
remain as strong as ever, but it appeared 
that she was considering a more flexible 
policy towards the Soviet Union, primarily 
to suit her economic needs, 

9- In her present economic straits, 
Turkey could understandably be wUlmg to 
obtain foreign capital wherever she could, 
providing the political or economic terms 
did not appear disadvantageous, and in 
appearing to flirt with the Russians there 
may have been a desire to " blackmail ” the 
Americans, whose policy on granting aid 
to Turkey Is more realistic than the Turks 
would wish. In a speech to an American 
delegation of business men at Konya on the 
8ib of August the local Democrat Pnity 
Deputy is reported to have said: “ I w^outd 
like to stress that the Turkish people need 
dollars and not advice. The Turkish 
people arc determined to go ahead with 
their reconstruction effort, . , . We believe 
and we arc waiting to sec that the United 


States will not compel Turkey to go looking 
for new friends and new possibilities in 
foreign lands.” I believe this to have been 
the view, in all its crudity, of many Turks, 
including other Deputies, and the American 
Ambassador has mentioned to me that he 
has himself noticed this note of blackmail 

fO, Some Americans were inclined to see 
behind any change in Turkish-Soviet policy 
the sinister influence of M. Zorlu, recently 
appointed Minister of State and hence once 
again openly the Prime Minister s only main 
adviser on foreign policy. It is true that 
Mh Zorlu's faiher-m-law was Foreign 
Minister at the time of Atalurk’s “ honey¬ 
moon ” with the Soviet Union, but this 
seems hardly enough in itself to warrant 
the deep suspicions which the American 
Embassy hold of him as a pro-Soviet 
influence on the Prime Minister. At the 
same time, it was rumoured in Istanbul that 
the real reason behind M. Keprillu's 
resignation from the Democrat Party on the 
7th of September, though not that publicly 
announced, was his disagreement with the 
Government's current policy towards the 
Soviet Union. M. Kdprulii's record whilst 
in office icf. a speech by M. Kopriilii 
reported in paragraph 11 of the 
Ambassador’s letter to Mr. Ward, )06l/9. 
of the I4th of January, I955K') would 
support this. 

11. There were no signs that Turkish 
loyally to NATO or to the Baghdad Pact 
was weakening, and it is certain that even 
for the sake of economic aid Turkey would 
not wittingly have jeopardised either her 
external or her internal security. But 
certain Turks may well have been feeling 
that they could take some advantage of 
the present Soviet wooing of the West 
without imperil]ing their country. They 
were probably right, but a Turkish move 
towards closer relations with the Soviet 
Union could well have more serious effects, 
I suggest, on other countries, especially 
in the Middle East, who have not the same 
fundamental grounds for fearing the 
Russians which will always restrain Turkey 
from going too far. These countries might 
well be demoralised, or encouraged to take 
risks by any apparent weakening in the self* 
profcs.sed bastion of the West against Soviet 
ambitions. 

12, Since the events which 1 have 
described took place, the Middle East has 
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once more been disturbed by the deteriora* 
tion of the situation in Syria and the 
temporary casing of Turco-Russian 
relations has not survived the anti-Turkish 
propaganda campaign from Moscow, not 
to mention M. Bulganin's recent minatory 
letter to the Turkish Prime Minister. What 
I have recorded has therefore turned out to 
be not the beginning of a new story, but a 
chapter in itself. Whilst Turkey's present 
economic difEcuities exist, however, the 
opportunities will still be there for the 
Russians to attempt to exploit, and, as I 
have reported in my letter of the 27th of 
September from Istanbul to Mr. Riches, the 


Soviet Ambassador continues his efforts, 
although by indirect means, to cultivate 
good relations with the Turkish Govern¬ 
ment, despite the thunder of Messrs. 
Gromyko and Khrushchev. 

IJ, I am sending copies of this despatch 
to Her Majesty's Representatives at 
Moscow, Baghdad, Tehran and Karachi, 
to the Head of the United Kingdom 
Delegation to NATO at Paris and to the 
Political Representative with the Middle 
East Forces. 

I have. &c. 

MICHAEL STEWART. 
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RK 1015/37 No. 21 

THE FINAL PHASE OF THE TURKISH GENERAL 
ELECTION CAMPAIGN 

A/f. Sfewars to A/r* Sehvyn Lloyd. {Received October 21) 


(No. 183. Conlidcnliah AtxkQfu^ 

Sir^ Ocuibef 17. 1^57, 

\ hiive the hoaour lo refer to my 
dcs^patches Nos. 162 and 163 of the I3lh of 
Septemher and to offer some final observa- 
lions on the slate of the ekciion campaign 
in Turkey, togetber with a very lenlalive 
forecast of the possible result of the elections 
which are now immiiiieni 

2. Although the campaign is in full swing 
and dll parties are working up to their 
maximum effort, outward manifestations of 
electioneering arc still curiously lacking. A 
casual visitor could well pass through 
Turkey at\d be unaware of the Fact that elec¬ 
tions were pending provided he did not 
actually encounter a public meeting. Such 
devices as radio cars, posters and written 
slogans are seldom seen and even at public 
meetings it is often difficult to deduce from 
the impassive demeanour of the audience 
whether the> are interested or bored, 
favourable or unfavourable to the speakers 
or whether they have simply attended tas 
they do in large numbers at ail party 
meetings) out of sheer curiosity. Never* 
iheiess under the surface there is very 
considerable interest and speculation at all 
levels and few other topics of conversation 
arc discussed. Equally the national (Ankara 
and Istanbul) Press of all parties has 
whipped up a campaign of abuse and 
counter abuse worthy of the Sofanswilf 
Gazeite tifid ffidepefjderu. .Although the 
tempo of the campaign is definitely in¬ 
creasing and although there are signs that 
it may become more violent and more bitter, 
lime is now against tiie extremists since the 
law' provides for a three-day “ armistice " 
before the day of polling; and there are, 
therefore, only six more days of cam¬ 
paigning to run, 

3 . The parties are conducting their 
campaigns on expected lines. The Demo¬ 
crat Party is relying as far as possible on 
campaigning by performance—opening new 
factories, schools. &c., with appropriate 
speeches by the Prime Minister, President 
or some other Cabinet Minister—and is 
concentrating mainly on extolling pa-sl 


achievements and pointing to a glorious 
future under their continued rule. They 
hav'c not issued an election manifesto but 
have recently published a brochure illus¬ 
trating pictorially and with figures their 
manifold achievements during the past seven 
years. (The mention in this brochure of 
mosque building statistics has already drawn 
the fire of the Freedom Party with a com¬ 
plaint to the Electoral Committee that this is 
in contravention of the law.) The Opposi¬ 
tion parties on the other hand have all 
issued manifestos mainly dwelling on the 
constitutional reforms and other legislation 
they would pul into effect to redress the 
illiberal Democrat Party laws and to ensure 
3 truly democraLic regime In the future. 
They have also stressed the need for a new 
and balanced economic policy. Their public 
campaigning methods have followed these 
lines but. although the economic situation, 
the high cost of Jiving and the shortages are 
always mentioned, the main burden of 
Opposition sp^ches has been on the 
degeneration of Democrat Party rule into 
a totalitarian regime. 

4. Foreign affairs have noi yet, and seem 
unlikely lo, become a major issue. There is 
no mention of them in any of the Opposition 
Party manifestos while the Democrat Party 
brochure referred to above devotes half a 
page only to foreign affairs, mentioning 
Korea. NATO and the Baghdad Pact and, 
in a slightly more sinister vein, the Cyprus 

cause " illustrated by a map of the island 
with a Turkish flag in the middle of k. 
However, the silence of the People’'s Repub¬ 
lican Parly on the subject and the nature of 
the brief statements (mainly evoked by ques¬ 
tions from the audience) by Democrat Party 
leaders, which I have reported by telegram, 
indicate that the two main parties intend at 
present at least, to play the Cyprus issue 
down as fur us possible during the campaign. 
Equally the vexed subject of Islam has 
seldom been aired in public except in the 
context of the Democrat Parly brochure. 

5. At this stage it has become generally 
evident that the election will be virtually a 
straight tight between the Democrat Party 
und the People's Republican Parly. Most 
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people seem convinced that the Freedom 
Party and the Republican National Party 
have no chance of gaining many seats and 
that their role will be confined to splitting 
the vote probably to the disadva.ntage of the 
Democrat Party. The People’s Republican 
Party appears to have taken advantage of 
the focus brought to bear on k at the time 
of the unsuccessful attempt to establish a 
joint Opposition and there is further evi¬ 
dence that the party, w'hich touched its 
lowest ebb In 1956. is undergoing a renais¬ 
sance. For example, their list of candidates 
consist mainly of young local men in each 
province as opposed to the discredited old 
guard who have been so prominent on pre¬ 
vious occasions. The Democrat Party 
Candidate list is much the same as it was 
in 1954 with the addition of ihe late Chief 
of the Turkish General Staff and the late 
CommandeT-in-Chief of the Turkish Navy, 
Land and Air Forces (an imposing display 
of " top brass ” for the electors), and of a 
number of senior Government officials. 
They have, moreover, pul up six candidates 
from the minorities in Istanbul and have 
graiifyingly excluded two of the most rabid 
fslamic fanatics in the party both of whom 
were Deputies in the iast Assembly. The 
Freedom Party list reflects the view that the 
parly consists of inteltigent individuals with 
liule public support and the main bulk of 
the Repubiicaii National Party candidates' 
are unknowns, 

6 . Before attempting to comment on the 
general feeling in the country towards the 
two main antagonists (Democrat Party and 
People's Republican Party) it is appropriate 
at this point to review briefly the atmos¬ 
phere immediately before the 1954 elections 
as seen from this embassy. At that time 
the Democrat Party appeared to have just 
passed the peak of its extreme popularity 
and there were rumours of discontent 
mainly in the urban areas directed against 
the economic situation and to a lesser extent 
against governmental Hlibcrality. Never¬ 
theless even the most optimistic supporters 
of the People’s RepubJican Party did not 
expect to win the elections outright but 
hoped at best to get, 5ay, 2{X) seats in the 
Assembly. Democrat Party supporters were 
confident to a man and many prophesied 
that their parly would be returned with an 
increased majority, in the event this 
prophecy catne true. 

7, Now there appears to be a rather 
different atmosphere. Members of the 
Embassy staff and the staff of Her 


MajeSfly's Consul ales-Genera I at Istanbul 
and Izmir who have been touring [he pro¬ 
vinces in recent weeks have reported that 
there seems to be widespread discontent 
throughout the country especially in urban 
areas. I'his akso appears to be the case 
in Ankara and Istanbul. This discontent 
is mainly caused by the high and ever-rising 
cost of living and the acute shortages of 
consumer goods; and to some extent by the 
illiberal legislation and measure,s carried out 
in recent years by the Democrat Party, and 
also by the alleged corruption within the 
party itself. Even certain devoted Demo¬ 
crat Party supporters and party members 
appear to be slightly lacking in confidence. 
Many have admitted that they expect to lose 
the great majority of voles in the towns (as 
distinct from \ fitages) and that the party is 
resigned to this. Moreover there is a wide¬ 
spread feeling that Istanbul (which provides 
Ihirty-mne seats for the Assembly) and 
Ankara (which provides twenty-six) may 
well go over to the People's Republican 
Parly. Many reports have been received 
that the minorities in Istanbul who form a 
good percentage of the electorate will ab¬ 
stain from voting. In the previous election 
they supported the Democrats. Neverthe¬ 
less Democrai supporters generally allege 
that they can rely on the peasant vote which 
lorms 80 per ceni. of the Turkish electorate 
and that losses in the towns will not funda¬ 
mentally affect their position. Even on this 
score, however, they usually add a word 
of warning that the peasants are entirely 
unpredictable; that many villages are 
sharply divided between Democrat Party 
and Peoples Republican Parly supporters; 
and [hat it is impossible to say in advance 
how a peasant will vote. A number of pro¬ 
vincial governors (who at times like this are 
regarded more or less as Democrat Parly 
agents) have expressed similar views and 
have appeared surprisingly lukewarni about 
the chances of a Democrat Party victory. 
On the other hand, the People’s Republican 
Parly appear more confident than they were 
t^efore the previous elections and even 
.M. Inonii, who is normaily not over- 
optimistic. is said to have high hopes. 
DemoernL Party supporters admit that the 
People’s Republican Parly has produced a 
strong list of candidates, in some cases 
stronger than their own (except in Istanbul), 
and that the Freedom Party and Republican 
National Party will serve as useful allies to 
the People’s Republican Party by way of 
splitting the vote against them. 
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Another factor which must be taken 
into account is that the local provincial Press 
as op[X3$ed to the Ankara and Istanbul 
newspapers, is in many areas being cautious. 
There are practically no provincial Oppo¬ 
sition papers—they cannot exist since 
newsprint and advertising space are distri¬ 
buted by the local representatives of the 
Central Government who invariably act on 
the side of the Democrat Party: but 
independent papers are being strictly inde¬ 
pendent and even Democrat Party organs 
are being careful in their allotment of praise 
and blame. The editors are local men and 
they may well feel that it would be unwise 
for them to be committed too deeply to the 
Democrat Party at this stage. 

9. In spile of all these portents, however, 
the strength of the Democrat Parly position 
cannot be denied. The party has plenty of 
money (and is unscrupulous in obtaining 
more as shown by the fact that they are even 
levying contributions for party funds from 
foreign business firms in Istanbul)^ power¬ 
ful organisations in all provinces, virtual 
control of the local Press and complete 
control over broadcasting; the almost uni¬ 
versal support of the local authorities and> 
as mentioned in paragraph 3 above, the 
ability to campaign by pc^ormance as well 
as by words. Moreover, recent legislation 
has seriously restricted the efforts of the 
Opposition and the very real advantages 
accruing to the peasants from the E)emocrat 
Parly regime cannot be denied. The 
peasants have benefited materially from 
such things as piped water in the villages* 
electricity, schools, communications, new 
factories, agricultural subsidies, &c., and the 
probability h that they will, in the main, 
show their gratitude by supporting the 
E>emocrai Party once more, Their interest 
in political democracy is marginal and all 
may depend on how hard the shortages have 
hit them. It seems on the face of it that 
they, with their simple needs, have suffered 
far less than the town dwellers although 
even Democrat supporters have hinted 
darkly that the peasants too are feeling the 
pi nch, Very recen i cvide nee ind ica les, how¬ 
ever, that in Ehc recognised Democrat Party 
strongholds the peasants seem to be still 
loyal to the regime. Finally M, Menderes 
is in the strong position of being able to 
advise the people against changing horses 
in mid-stream with the great work of 
national reconstruction half complete. Tlujf 
may welt weigh heavily with the electorate 
since it is in the tradition of Turkish politics 
for a new party coming to power to undo 


the work of its predecessor and many might 
feel that the present reconstruction scheme 
might never be finished if they voted the 
People's Republican Party into power. 

JO. The People's Republican Party have, 
by comparison, little positive to offer except 
for the new look " in the party itself and 
the firm promise of consLitutional reform, 
the redress of undemocratic legislation and 
of further elections under a proportional 
representation system in May 1958 designed 
to establish a truly democratic regime in 
Turkey. Their campaign is, however, really 
based on negative criticism of the Govern* 
merit and they have moreover to contend 
with evil memories of their repressive con* 
duct during the final years of the single 
party rdgime. 

11, An attempt to forecast the results of 
a general election In Turkey is fraught with 
pitfalls. Everyone admits that the peasants 
who form the main body of voters arc 
utterly incalculable. Like most peasant 
people they are secretive and suspicious and 
tend to tell their interlocutors what they 
think the latter wish to hear and then to 
make up Ihdr own minds independently. 
They are also said, even by Democrat Parly 
supporters, to be impervious to propaganda. 
Moreover, the fact that there is no sub¬ 
stantial doctrinaire difference between the 
declared policies of any of the parties 
contesting the elections, makes U impossible 
to predict with confidence that such and 
such a section of the population is bound to 
vole for the Democrat Party and another 
section for the Opposition, It i$ very much 
a question of each person voting for the 
party which he thinks will best be able 
to carry out the policy which is virtually 
shared by all sides. My conclusions must, 
therefore, be tentative and may well prove 
inaccurate. 

12. In the tight of the evidence of the 
past few weeks, as recorded briefly above, 
I am, however, inclined to modify slightly 
the conclusions drawn In paragraph 12 of 
my despatch No. 163. I still believe that 
the most likely outcome of the elections will 
be a Democrat Party victory, thanks to 
peasant support, but that they will probably 
be retunted with a reduced majority in the 
votes cast if not in the seals obtained in the 
National Assembly tor even an overall 
minority in the votes castk They have only 
to gain a simple majority over any single 
Opposition party in a province in order to 
secure all the seats for that province; the 
relationship between votes lost and scats lost 
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is not necessarily balanced. I would, how¬ 
ever, put the chances of an outright victory 
by the People's Republican Parly slightly 
higher at this stage than tny original second 
choice of a Democrat Party victory with an 
increased majority. The most unlikely 
possibility is a victory by either the Free¬ 
dom Party or the Republican National Party 
but I do believe that there Is a sporting 
outsider's chance of a People's Republican 
Party victory^ provided the balloting is free 
and not tampered with. 

13. This final point may be the crux of 
the affair. There is little doubt that M. 
Menderes is not approaching these elections 
In the same spirit of disinterested statesman¬ 
ship shown by M, Inonii in He 

appears determined lo remain in power to 
finish his mission: there have been wide¬ 
spread rumours in all quarters for some 
weeks that the Democrat Party will stop at 
nothing to win and most private forecasts 
have been qu.ilified by the phrase “ if the 


elections are free." Stories are widely 
current of unfair pressures against the 
Opposition, preparations to bribe the pea¬ 
sants on a massive scale, threats being 
issued against Opposition supporters, and 
the atmosphere has been compared fre¬ 
quently lo that prevailing before the 1946 
elections when M. Inonu rigged the elections 
against the rising tide of Democrat popu¬ 
larity, If M, Menderes feels that the 
Democrat Party's position is Indeed 
desperate in the final days of the campaign, 
I believe that he may resort to some form of 
manipulation of the results. This adds an 
extra imponderable to the unpredictability 
of the peasant majority. 

14, I am sending copies of this despatch 
to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Athens, to 
the Political Representative with the Middle 
East Forces and to the Governor of Cyprus. 

1 have, &c, 

MICHAEL STEWART. 
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No. 22 


TURKISH ELECTION RESULIS 
A//-. Sffwart to Mi\ Selwytt Uoyd. iRecf^tved Octoii^r *?/> 


Ankara, 

Ocrof>er 31. f9S7, 


(No. 10251 
(Telegraphic) 

My telegram No. 1023: Turkish elections. 

. 1 have been published in an ofTicia] conimumooe by the Minisin 

of Justice. Following is distribution of seats: iviinisir> 

Democrat Party 424 

People's Republican Party ... 173 

Freedom Party... ... 4 

Republican National Parly ,,, ... 4 


Total 


610 


Foreign please pass to Governor Cyprus and Washington as mv 

telegrams Nos. 100 and 124 respectively. v^asnmgion as im 
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RK I0I5M) No, 23 

THE RESULTS OF THE TURKISH GENERAL ELECTION 

Afr* StffKdfi to Mr. S^fyvyfi Lfoyd. {Received Novetnher '#1 


(No. 192. Contideniial) A/ikara, 

Sir^ November I, 1957. 

I have the honour to refer to recent 
correspondence about the Turkish General 
Eieciloiis, which rests with my telegram 
No. 1025, and to offer some observations on 
the results and their impikations. 

2. As reported in my teJegram under 
rererence, the oRicial results have now been 
published, although there still appears to be 
a faint shadow of doubt about their finality. 
The Democrat Parly has won 44 pro¬ 
vinces outright including the important 
provinces of Istanbul, Izmir, Bursa and 
Konya, and has shared three provinces with 
the People s Republican Parly (a rare occur¬ 
rence under the Turkish Electoral System 
caused by a majority of voters submitting 
mixed handwritten lists as opposed to the 
orthodox method of voting on one of the 
printed party lists). The Democrat Party 
total of seats in the new Grand National 
Assembly will be 424. The People's Repub¬ 
lican Party has won 18 provinces outright 
including Ankara and Adana and has shared 
thr« with the Democrat Party, a total of 
178 seats. The Republican National Party 
and Freedom Party have each won 1 insig¬ 
nificant province, giving each 4 seals in the 
Assembly. No final figures of voting arc 
yet available and it is impossible to say 
whether the polling was light or heavy, 
although if is alleged ihaf only about 60 per 
cent, of the total electorate in Istanbul used 
their votes. From the incomplete and 
unoflicia! figures at present available it 
appears that the combined votes of all 
Opposition parties outnumbered those cast 
for the Democrat Party by a few hundred 
thousand, and that the percentage of votes 
cast for the Democrat Party fell by some 
7 per cent, or 8 per cent, compared to their 
1954 figure, whereas the People’s Repub¬ 
lican Party gained a roughly corresponding 
percentage increase. Most of the leading 
I>crsonalitie!! in the two main parties w'cre 
elected including M. fnonu and the 
Secretary-General of the People's Repub¬ 
lican Party, M. Kasim CUIek. The only 
important Democrat Party figures who 
railed to be elected were the Minister of 
Labour, M, Tarhan, the Minister of Justice, 


M. Goktilrk, and one of the Ministers of 
Stale, M, BengU. 

3. AUhough the Democrat Party has 
won with a comfortable majority of 238 
seats, the People's Republican Party has 
made a considerable inroad into the pre¬ 
vious overwhelming Democrat majority (in 
1954 the Democrat Party gained 503 seats 
to the People's Republican Parly total of 
31 only). This development represents a 
new phase in Turkish internal politics which 
may prove in the long run to have signi¬ 
ficance comparable to the Introduction of 
the multi-party system In 1946. It is the first 
time that a single Opposition party has held 
more than about 60 seats and The Oppo¬ 
sition will therefore represent something 
more than a small but vocal minority in 
I he Grand National Assembly. 

4. The causes of this wane in Democrat 
Party popularity are not difficult to find* 
and were briefly summarised in paragraph 7 
of my despateh No. 1S3 of the 17th of 
(^tober—the high and ever-rising cost of 
living and the acute shortages of consumer 
go(^ nnd, to a lesser extent, the illiberal 
legislation carried out by the Democrat 
Party regime. It is significant that most of 
the provinces won by the People's Repub¬ 
lican Party are in the poorer and more 
neglected areas of Turkey where the 
peasants produce little and are high con¬ 
sumers, whereas the Democrat Party scored 
its most notable victories in the rich 
agricultural areas of Western Turkey where 
the peasants have been less hard hit bv the 
shortages, 

5. M. Menderes and his party cannot 
be over-satisfied with the results. Apart 
from any irregularities during the counting 
of the voles (which I discuss further below) 
they had done everything possible to prepare 
the ground In advance for an overwhelming 
Democrat Party victory^; and had restricted 
the activUies of the Opposition parties to 
the maximum extent only just compatible 
with constitutional practice. The law on 
public meetings passed in 1956 severely 
inhibited the Opposition for a year before 
the election campaign was launched; their 
attempt to co-operate and present a joint 
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from an^tinsi {he Demotrat Parly in the 
elections was torpedoed by governmental 
legislation on the eve of the election cam* 
paign; the leader of the Republican National 
Party was incarcerated in Ankara jail on 
the 1st of July where he still remains; the 
Democrat Party made full use of the State 
Radio as an organ of party propaganda 
during the campaign and arc widely alleged 
10 have requisitioned Government transport 
and other fadlUies for campaigning pur¬ 
poses, They had vinuai control over the 
local authorities and* moreover, were in a 
position 10 campaign by performance by 
means of opening new factories, hospllalst 
schoolSi during the campaign (they even 
continued to do this during the three-day 
propaganda truce immediately preceding 
polling dayl U is also reliably reported that 
large sums of money were expended by the 
party on direct or indirect bribes to the 
peasants to vole in their favour. These are 
only some examples of Democrat Parly 
methods and there was no doubt that a 
maximum etfort was made. Nevertheless, 
in spite of everything I he main Opposition 
party, struggling against the most adverse 
circumstances, succeeded in reducing sub¬ 
stantially the Democrat majority, both in 
seats in the Assembly and in votes cast, it 
appears in fact from the incomplete figures 
received so far that if the Democrat Party 
had been faced with a combined Opposition 
they would have been soundly defeated, 

6, The People’s Republican Party have 
therefore reason for a fair amount of satis¬ 
faction with the results, although they are 
loudlyr complaining of Democrat Party 
irregularities and alleging that if the elec¬ 
tions had been fair they would have won an 
outright victory. Although they have little 
coiislruciive to offer the country, their popu¬ 
larity has undoubtedly increased, as the 
popularity of the Democrats has waned. 
This is probably due both to the renaissance 
in the party since the black days of 1954 
and to the apparent change in M, ismet 
Indnii's character, fn 1949 he was regarded 
as a somewhat incfTicicni dictator who had 
kept the country for many years in a slate 
of political and economic stagnation. Now 
he appears to many people more in the role 
of a political progressive who intends to 
introduce true democracy into the country 
after ihe failure of the Democrat Party to 
fulfil their early promise, and his personal 
popularity appCEirs to have increased in pro¬ 
portion. As an intelligent Turk of the older 
generation said to a member of this 
Emba,ssy recently: “The greatest achieve¬ 


ment of the IDemocrai Party in the last seven 
years has been the improvement in the 
character of Ismet Pasha/' 

7* As regards the smaller parties, the 
Republican National Party appears at least 
to have held its own. It won for the third 
lime in its stronghold of Kir^ehir and the 
indomitable M, Bdltiktaa^i will probably 
have to be released from prison as on 
re-election he should regain Parliamentary 
immunity. The party may have made small 
gains in votes cast throuchout the country 
in proportion lo its performance In 1954, 
but Us oniy significant role in the elections 
seems to have been to split the vote and 
probably to prevent victories by the People's 
Republican Party in many provinces. 

Ji. As expected the Freedom Parly has 
suffered almost total extinction. The leader 
of the party, M. Karaosmanogrlu, was 
defeated in the alleged Freedom Party 
stronghold of Manisa and all their promi¬ 
nent Deputies have disappeared from the 
scene with the exception of the redoubtable 
M, Feihi ^eiikba^, one of M. Mendercs' 
most formidable opponents, who was 
re-elccled in the small province of Burdur. 
As far as can be seen, the total votes cast 
for the Freedom Party in many provinces 
were pathetically small and amounted only 
to tens or hundreds where the main parties 
w^ene polling well over 50,000. This proves, 
anyway for the moment, that a party of 
intelligent intellectuals who have little lo 
offer but high ideals have no great attraction 
for the Turkish electorate, 

9. As regards the actual conduct of the 
elections, polling was conducted in a 
remarkably calm and orderly atmosphere 
throughout the country. It was only when 
the counting of votes began that the trouble 
started,as reported in my telegram No. 1023. 
It is unlikely that the truth of the 
many allegations by the People's Republican 
Party of irregularities in compiling the elec¬ 
toral lists and in the actual count of the 
votes will ever emerge, although the Oppo¬ 
sition are still sccihmg with indignation and 
threatening to reopen the whole subject in 
the Grand National Assembly. No one is 
impatltal in Turkey at present and an 
unbiased view^ is almost impossible to obtain. 
Nevertheless one thing is clear. The 
Democrat Party undoubtedly infringed the 
Electoral Law and brought unfair influence 
to bear on the voters by announcing interim 
results in certain provinces, always highly 
in favour of their own party, before polling 
was complete. The Turkish peasant would 
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most probably feel, if he heard a result such as 
‘ Bursa; D.P.—600, P.R.P.—0 ", that there 
was little point in voting for any party other 
than the Democrat Pariy^ tnonii's com¬ 
plaint on this count was upheld by the 
Supreme Electoral Committee, but only five 
minutes before the polls were closed. 

10. Even if the whole affair blows over* 
this election vdll go down in Turkish history 
as having been far less fairly conducted than 
the previous two, and it is significant that 
the incidents which have taken place 
throughout the country are apparently un¬ 
precedented in other post-election periods. 
The fact that disturbances have happened, 
and an air of unrest prevails, casts for the 
first lime for many years a shadow of doubt 
on the internal stability of Turkey, which 
has previously been regarded as absolute. 
Tt is loo early to draw conclusions but this 
aspect will from now on have to be watched. 

1 L ]f the alleged irregularities did take 
place, and they probably did, their effect on 
the results must, however, be judged agaiiist 
the full perspective of evenis. As I pointed 
out in paragraph 5 above, the Democrat 
Party had in effect rigged the elections as far 
as posribk in their own favour before 
polling began. Their various preparatory 
actions probably had far more effect on the 
results than any minor irregularities in the 
count and falsification of the electoral lists, 
and there is a general feeling that, if the 
elections and the prc-electoral period had 
been entirely free and unfettered, the 
Efemocrai Party might now be out of power, 

12. li is rather early to say what the 
future will bring. On the face of it the 
results appear satisfactory* M. Mendercs is 
probably the best man to govern Turkey in 
spite of his failings, and the fact that there 
is now a strong Opposition should act as a 
curb on his more immoderate tendencies 
and force him to lEikc into account the views 
of his own party before launching out into 
any new and drastic steps. Nevertheless, 
Turkish politicians like to be on the w'iniiinfi; 
side, and the cold wind of waning popularity 
may now be blowing through the rank and 
file of the Democfiil Party. All may there¬ 
fore depend on the tactics of the Opposition. 


if they arc moderate, the whole govern¬ 
ment of the country should be improved 
as a result ot these elections. 3'hey may, 
however, concentrate (as they have often 
done in the past against far more 
formidable odds) remorselessly and un¬ 
remittingly on gOtiding M. Menderes into 
rash and unpopular acts with the inten¬ 
tion of subverting the loyt'iliy of the 
Parliamentary rank and file of his own 
party. There have been a number of 
defecUons in the past from the Democrat 
Parly Eind a fresh wave could now reduce 
M. Menderes' majority to a point where he 
could no longer count on general support 
from his own parly. M. Menderes may 
therefore find it necessary to develop the 
virtues of patience and forbearance m the 
face of Opposition attacks, characteristics 
for which he has not been conspicuous in 
the past, if he is to remain in office for 
another full term. 

13. In conclusion^ however, tl may be 
said that this election, however it was 
conducted, represents a further step for¬ 
ward in the development of Turkish 
democracy, in 1950 the great decision to 
have free elections was made and the Demo¬ 
crat Party was returned lo power with eiu 
overwhelming majority, which was rein¬ 
forced in 1954. Now, for the first lime, the 
Turkish Grand National Assembly is more 
evenly balanced and it may be said that in 
the parliamentary sense the tvvo party 
system has for the first time come into 
being. It remains lo be seen if Turkish par¬ 
tial cn tar Ians are capable of handling this 
situation in the best interests of the country. 
It is also gratifying to note that at no lime 
during the election campaign or during the 
uneasy post-election period has foreign 
affairs l>ccome an issue; and all parties haW 
generally maintained national solidarity on 
important aspects of foreign policy. 

14. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to Her Majesty's Ambassadors at Athens 
and Washington, to the Governor of 
Cyprus, and to the Political Reprcsci]f?itive 
vith the Middle East Forces. 

J have, &c 

MICJIAEL STEWART. 
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RK 1051/i3 No. 24 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE 
T11RKISH AMBASSADOR ON NOVEMBER 1, 1957 

Mr. Seiwytt Uoy^ to Mr, Stewart {Ankara) 

(No. 23L ConiidmtmO Foreign Office, 

Sir, November 4, i^57. 

The Turkish Ambassiidor called on me on ihe 1st of November al his own 
request. Sir James Bowker was present. 

2. _ M. Birgi inviled rne to comment on the Washlrvgion declaration and the 
discussions leading up to it, I said that I felt that there had been a change of 
mind in the United States brought on by four factors. The Sputnik had caused a 
strong emotional reaction in the American public' the Americans were concerned 
at Lheir unpopularity despite such generous measures as the Eisenhower doctrine; 
they were worried at having to carry so irtitcb power and responsibility; and our 
own hydrogen bomb had made a difference. These factors were working towards 
a reorienlaitoii of American policy and towards a sharing of responsibility. 

3. I said that I thought the purpose of the forthcoming NATO meeting would 
be threefold: to get the other members of the alliance to support the closer 
co-operation which had been worked out in Washington; to strengthen President 
Eisenhoweris hand with Congress, and to discuss wavs and means of putting the 
closer co-operation into effect. Detailed plans would have to wait until action 
had been taken by Congress, and some lime for thought would have to be allowed 
to other members of the alliance, but meanwhile Ideas for pooling resources could 
be investigated. It was possible that the United States Government might take 
the opportunity to make a statement on the conditions on which nuclear weapons 
could be made available to the Allies. 

4. I said that the atmosphere of the talks in Washington had been very good. 
The President was active and in better health than at Bermuda, 

5. M. Birgi askcd me whether Cyprus had been discussed. \ said that there 
had been some discussion but that it did not amount to much. There would be 
the opportunity for further exchanges before the debate in the United Nations. No 
new ideas had been put forward at Washington* I felt that the Syrian crisis had 
made the United States more conscious of the importance of Cyprus to ourselves* 
to Turkey and to NATO* and less inclined to press for any solution which might 
be unacceptable to one side or the other. For our part we still wanted to get 
Turkey and Greece round a table to discuss frankly al] possible solutions in order 
to ascertain what course might ^ acceptable to all three Governments. 1 had put 
this to the Greek Foreign Minister in New York, but he had maintained that it 
would be impossible for any side to speak frankly so that rigid positions would be 
taken up* and the Conference would be a failure. 

6. M, Birgi disked if there was any present intenlion of allowing Makarics to 
return to Cyprus. I replied that there had been no discussion of this possibility 
of which ] was aware. His eventual return was not, of course, ruled out. At the 
moment Makarios was an embarrassment to the Greek Governmciu and was not 
having a success in New York. The time might come when it would be a good 
tactical move to let him return. But at present this idea had not even been mooted 
here. I said that we would certainly give the Turkish Government the opportunity 
to express their views before any decision was taken. 

7 M. Birgi asked me what I thought of Yugoslavia’s present poritian. I 
said that I had seen M. Popovk two days before and had found him rather subdued. 
He had not been able [O' answer my questions about Zhukov but was clearly uneasy. 
He had tried to maintain that there was no significance in Yugoslav recognition 
of the East German Government, but I had told him frankly that 1 thought their 
action was a mistake and that the Yugoslavs should be more cautious in their 
attitude to the Russians. I had told M. Popovic that the Syrian situation had made 
quite clear Russia's aims of driving towards the Red Sea, and M* Popovic had 
replied that while he did not accept my definition of Russian aims, the Yugoslavs 
nevertheless had no illusions about them, I told M. Birgi that I fell sure that 
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the dismissal of Zhukov must have had a profound effect on the Yugoslavs. 
M. Birgi recalled that at the time of Malenkov’s fall M. Popovic had forecast the 
ri^ of Zhukov* M.. Birgi said that he had no doubt that Zhukov was being 
eliminated but that he did not expect his fall to have great repercujislonis. 

8. M. Birgi said that, as he had already explained to the Minister of State, he 
was under instructions to follow up in a general way the Turkish request for a 
cruiser, while leaving the detailed discussions to be carried on in Ankara. He said 
that morally and psychologically the provision of a cruiser would have a very 
great effect, ff it were possible to meet the Turkish request, the present would 
be the best possible momeni. I said that 1 was anxious to let the Turkish 
Government have the cruiser but that we were faced with a very difficult financial 
problem. Our own internal situation made it very difficult for us to give the 
Turks any more credit, and the assumption of further obligations by Turkey would 
mean that there would be less to go round for the service of existing debts. M* Birgi 
pointed out that the amount in question was not large but said that he would make 
it clear to his Government that the settlement of Turkey’s outstanding obligations 
was a factor which must be taken into consideration. 

9. I ^ked M. Birgi about the result of the elections in Turkey. He said that 
the two-thirds majority would give the country the stability which was required. 
He did not expect party strife to be more acute than before* and it was sigmficant 
that it was after and not before the elections that disturbances had occurred. 

10. I am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's Representatives at 
Washington, Athens and Belgrade, and to the Heads of the United Kingdom 
Delegations at Paris and New York. 

1 am, &c, 

SELWYN LLOYD. 
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RK 178119 No. 25 

THE PART PLAYED BY RELIGION IN THE TURKISH 
GENERAL ELECTIONS 


Sir James Bowker to A/r. Seiwya Lktyd. {Received November i9) 

(No. 200. Confideniiall Ankara, 

Sir^ Novemher /J, 1957. 

With reference to Mr. Stewart's despatch No. 192 of the 1st of November, I 
have the honour to offer some observations on the part played by religion in the 
Turkish General Elections. 

2. Although the attitude of each individual political party towards Islain did 
not become a major public issue during the election campaign there is no doubt 
that it did play a significant part in the calculations of the two main antagonists. 

3. The Democrat Party behaved generally as expected. .A full page of the 
illustrated brochure publish^ by the party in lieu of an election manifesto (cL 
paragraph 3 of Mr. Stewart's despatch No. 183 of the 17th of October) was devoted 
to a record of mos<iue-building statistics during the last seven years, including 
figures of governmental financial aid. According to these statistics the total sum 
spent by the Government on mosques during the past seven years was 
£T.36,827,550. This represented an expenditure of £T, 19^259,040 on mosques 
built or repaired by the Government ; and iX 17,568,510 on Government aid for 
the repair and building of mosques sponsored by private individuals. The total 
number of mosques cither repaired or newly built during this period was 14,015 : 
and it was point^ out that between 1923 and 1949 only £T.6,790,000 of government 
money had been spent on this cause. Apart from this specific mention of religious 
activity, pictures of mosques were conspicuous on the front page of the brochure 
and on many other pages ostensibly devoted to unconnected subjects, 

4. It has also been reliably reported that the Democrat Parly made a point 
of exploiting the religious sentiments of the Turkish people during the election 
campaign in other ways. Copies of a religious magazine extolling Democrat Party 
achievements were on sale outside a great number of mosques and Democrat 
Party speakers, especially in villages, were alleged to have dwelt on the Party's 
prO’lslamic views. One village Imam told a member of the staff of Her Majesty's 
Consulate-General at Istanbul that he had been instructed by his immediate 
superior to preach the Democrat Party gospel in the mosques ; and a former 
Democrat candidate lold a member of this Embassy that the village Imams were 
equivalent to political agents for the Democrat Party and that they were the lirst 
people with whom candidates got into touch on election lours^. He went so far as 
to allege that this was the greatest weakness of the Democrat Party Wause the 
party was a]lowing the Imams to exercise an influence as evii in its own reactionary 
way as the influence of Communists in their different way in certain Western 
European countrics. 

5. These aetivkles of the Democrat Party came, however, as no surprise ; 
and the attitude of the People's Republican Party was perhaps more interesting. 
In most of the important speeches by parly members, and probably in speeches to 
villagers as well, the point was made clear that the Democrat Party did not have 
the monopoly of Islam in Turkey and that People's Republican ferty members 
were good Moslems too. Even in Ankara, the Secretary-General of the party. 
M. Kasim Giilck (a far from “ Islamic " figure) fell it necessary to begin a catalogue 
of the People's Republican Party's articles of faith with belief in God and the 
Moslem rcligiom" 

6. The People's Republican Parly had evidently decided that opposition to 
Islam and propagation of Kemalist doctrine on this subject would be highly 
undesirable (cf. paragraph 3 of Mr. Stewart's despatch No. 174 of the I7th of 
September, 1956) from the point of view of vote catching in the present stale of 
feeling in the country. 
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7. As i^egards the smaller parlies, the freedom Party was the only one to 
criticise publicly the accent on religion in ihe Democrat Party brochure (the People's 
Republican Party was silent on this score) and it may be that this apparently 
anli-lslamic attitude constituted one of the manv factors contributing to its virtual 
extinction in the elections. The Republican Nartomtl Party, whose candidates 
seem to have avoided the subject of religion in thsir electioneering but which is 
generally considered to stand for Islamic reaction in an extreme form, held its own 
and may even have improved its position slightly. Nevertheless no firm conclusions 
can be drawn from this as the party's improved organisation over the past Three 
years probably contributed as much as its Islamic appeal, to the number of votes 
it gained. 

8. It would be as unwise now to draw wide conclusions about The implications 
of the Islamic revival in Turkey as when my despatch No. M of ihe 28th January, 
1955, was writ ten. Nevertheless one thing has emerged dearly. The activities 
of the Democrat Parly during the last seven years in the context of Islam have 
brought into the open the extent and depth of religious feeling, especially among 
the peasants, which had lain dormant during the single party regime of Alaturk 
and Jndnii. No political party in Turkey to-day would risk open opposition to 
Islam on Kemalist principles if it enlCTlained serious hopes of winning an election. 
For the time being at any rate, Islam has come to slay as a factor In the internal 
political life of Turkey and is likely to remain one so long ai the majority of the 
electorate is drawn from the agricultural peasantry. 

9. I am sending copies of this despatch to the Political Representative with 
the Middle East Forces and to the Acting Governor of Cyprus, 

1 have, &c., 

JAMES BOWKER. 


SECRET—GUARD 








70 


SECRET-GU ARD 


RKn02.1 No. 26 

TURKISH ECONOMIC PROSPECTS 

Sir James itoivktfr io Air. Seiwyn Uoyd. {Received November Ib) 


(No. 203 E. Confjd(^ntial) Ankara, 

Sir^ November 75. 195? 

In Mr. Stewart's despatch No^ 192 of 
November I, 1957, some of the implications 
of the re-elcciion of the Democrai Party on 
October 27 were discussed. In this despatch 
I have the honour to deal with the ©;oiiomk 
prospects for Turkey in the light of the 
Democrat Parly victory. This necessarily 
involves a large measure of guess work since 
there has. so far, been no declaration of 
policy by the Government, and M. 
Menderes has still to announce his list of 
Ministers. 

2. In considering the likelihood of any 
change in the Turkish GovernmenTs 
economic policy Lertain psychological 
constderutions have to be taken into 
account. The principal of these js M, 
Mendercs' own intolerance of criticism, 
and his conviction that it is bis mission to 
make Turkey inlo a modern industrialised 
Slate in the shortest possible time. Further, 
there is the fact that M. Menderes has 
tended to surround himself by “ yes " men 
who are ready to carry out the policies he 
desires. He has shown himself to be faithful 
to his friends even when they have proved 
to be bad influcnees. The ntosi important 
of these friends js M. Falin Rlistii Zorlu, 

had to resign in 1955 because of sus¬ 
picion that he and several other Miiiisters 
were involved in corruption. Early this year 
M. Menderes brought him back into the 
Government. Evidence of corruption in 
high places is helping to lower the general 
morality of otllcials throughout Turkey. 
And this general loosening of standards, 
aggravated by the steady rise in the cost of 
living, is helping to make the economic 
crisis still worse. 

3. Whatever the new Government may 
announce as its future economic policy^ it 
will be hag-ridden from the start by the 
situation that eight years of living beyond 
its means have created, Turkey to-day finds 
herself in a most serious economic situation. 
She is heavily indebted to nearly all her 
principal trading partners- (Total foreign 
indebtedness is put at about U,S,S 1,200 
millions.) She has virtually exhausted her 
credit abroad, and at home there is a steady 
and growing inflation, marked by acute 


shortages of almost all imported goods. 
These shortages not only include less essen¬ 
tial consumer goods such as coffee and 
chirtaware, but also essentials such as spare 
parts for machinery and vehicles, lyres and 
industrial raw materials for many of the new 
light Industries set up in recent years. It 
was the realisation that in six months* time 
the Situation will be even worse that led to 
the decision to hold the elections ahead of 
lime on October 27. instead of in May next 
year, 

4 Before attempting to foretell how the 
Demociat Parly will deal with its problems, 
it is necessary to describe briefly the present 
economic and financial situation. 

5. On the positive side the Democrat 
Party caji point to a considerable number 
of achievements since it came into jKswer in 
1950, The country as a whole has made 
great strides in production and in supplying 
herself with the basic equipment to ensure 
an even more rapid progress, A vast pro¬ 
gramme of new roads b making spectacular 
head-way, opening up districts hitherto 
isolated, and speeding up communications. 
New ports are being built. Electric power 
production has doubled In the past seven 
years, and is running this year at about 
!5 per cent, over 1956. Many new cement 
works have been built, and cement produc* 
lion is almost sufficient for the country's 
needs, Capacity is now 1,700,000 tons 
against 395,000 tons in 1950. Sugar pro¬ 
duction ha.s Increased enormously, making 
Turkey not only self-supporting, but even 
giving a surplus for expK>rL The iron and 
steel industry has e.xpaiided and total steel 
production is now about 220,0(X) tons per 
annum as against 90,tXX) tons In 1951. 
There has been a steep rise in the production 
of lignite from 918,000 tons in 1951 to over 
3.000,000 tons in 1956. Textile production 
has increased enormously and is now almost 
sufflcieni for Turkey's present needs, though 
production of woollen te.xtiies is hampered 
by lack of e.xchange for wool imports. 

6. Agricultural production has also 
expanded greatly, thanks to increased use 
of tractors and farm machinery. Cereals 
production was li vg million tons m 1956 
against an average of just over 7 million tons 
annually 1946-50. Colton is another 
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important crop which has increased greatly 
unci tobacco production Is also up. The 
Government have undoubtedly helped the 
peasants greatly by giving higher prices for 
their products and by exempting them from 
many taxes, 

7. Despit<i the steadily rising cost of living 
it cannot be denied that the average Turk, 
both townsman and peasant, enjoys a higher 
standard of living than in 1950 before the 
Democrat Party came inlo powder. 

The positive advantages which M. 
Mendcres’s Government have brought to 
the country have, however, been off^i by 
the difificuitics created from trying to go 
loo fast» Much of the progress achieved 
has been won by mortgaging Turkey*s 
future. The national budget has more than 
doubled in the past five years, allhough the 
Government pride themselves on the fact 
that over 30 per cent, of the budget is devoted 
to investment. Much of this inveslmcni is 
ill-directed, and a large part relates to 
imports for which Turkey cannot in fact 
produce the necessary foreign exchange. 
The creation of extra money by increasing 
the note issue and by a disproportionately 
large e.xpansion of credit has led to a con- 
stanliy rising spiral of inflaiion. The note 
issue rose from £TJ,240 millions in January 
1953 to £T.2,455 millions in January 1957. 

It has since risen over 37 per cent, to 
tTJ,323 millions at the end of October. 
The Turkish lira is steadily losing its value 
and is quoted on the black market at more 
than 5 limes the official rate of exchange. 
The price of gold reflects the fall of the lira, 
gold now (November 14) being quoted at 
153 liras for the gold coin (Re^ad) as against 
117 liras In January 1956 and 55 liras in 
January 1954* 

9. Meanwhile Turkey s capacity to pay 
for her imports has been steadily decreasing. 
On the one hand the enormous demand for 
imports, principally for large capital pro¬ 
jects,^ has exhausted available e.xchangc; and 
on the olher hand rising demand in the 
country has decreased the amount available 
for exports. At one lime Turkey enter¬ 
tained the notion that she was going to 
become a great wheat exporting country* 
This was because in 1953 an exceptional 
oombmation of good weather conditions led 
to a bumper harvest, which could not be 
stored and consumed locally, This may 
Only occur once every ten years or so. On 
balance Turkey is still a net importer of 
Wheat. Moreover, internal consumption of 
wheat is growing rapidly. Cotton h an 


interesting illustration of the way local 
consumption is destroying exjiorl possi¬ 
bilities. In J953 cotton exports totalled 
101,000 tons, whereas in 1956 thev were 
only 55-60.000 tons. This year turkey 
will be lucky if she can find 30,000 tons for 
export* The same is true of many other of 
the staple export products such as oil-seeds 
and even tobacco, where increased local 
den>and is reducing the amount available 
for export. 

10. So far the TurkUh Government have 
c^oncentrated their efforts on the internal 
market and done little to increase produc- 
tFon specifically for export. This iS true 
not only of agricultural commodities but 
also of minerals* In chrome and copper 
Turkey has products which are In constant 
demand in world markcLs. Nevertheless 
little money has been spent on expanding 
production of her mineral wealth, and at 
presenl, owing to lack of mining equipment, 
and of transport to carry products from the 
riling to the ports of export* mineral pro¬ 
duction is more or less stationary. 

11* Turkish exports have progressively 
t^lined since 1954. Repayment of foreign 
debts and obligations takes up about one 
quarter of her export earnings. The high 
Turkish prices* caused by internal inflation* 
have played havoc with her foreign trade. 
Normal trade with Turkey Is increasingly 
diilicult, and it can be said that lo-day the 
major part of Turkish trade is conducted 
on the basis of " special deals*" This 
involves cither selling goods on a compen¬ 
sation basis through bilateral arrangements* 
the high Turkish price.'s being compensated 
by higher prices for the imports; or through 
arrangement,'^ whereby part of the export 
earnings are utilised to pay off commercial 
sircars. In these latter arrangements the 
high 1 urkish prices arc compensated by a 
premium represented by a sacrilice which the 
creditor make.s in order to receive his debt 
earlier. In the case of the United Kingdom, 
debts four or five years old are now' being 
settled by means of these “ special deals " 
at up to 40 per cent* discount. A certain 
number of specialised Turkish products, 
such as mohair, are sold through the 
dchiocage .system at rates equivalent to 
nearly twice the ofticial rate. 

12. The foregoing describes the present 
position of Turkey, with a heavy burden of 
foreign debts* iniernal inflation, and 
decreasing export avaikbilitics. Owing to 
unfavourable weather condJUons export 
prospects this season arc considerably worse 
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lhaa last year. Looking to ihc immediate 
future it is quite clear that the coming six 
months can only lead to a further serious 
deterioration in Turkey's balance of pay¬ 
ments position. There is little likelihood 
of further credit from her Western trading 
partners* From the Soviet Union and the 
Iron Curtain countries a certain amount of 
credit may be possible, but this is limited. 
Turkey is quite capable of accepting credit 
from the Communist countries, but is 
unlikely to give anything in return. The 
only possibility of major economic aid is 
from the United States* This aid during 
the past seven years has been on a bountiful 
scale, but it has been insufficient to dose 
the gap between demand and supply of 
Imported gouds and materials* United 
Stales economic aid, including the Etefense 
Support Program, is running at about 
U.S.SlOO millions annually, 

]>. Naturally one of the questions asked 
is whether Turkey will seek to Improve her 
position by devatuation. In the absence of 
any Government statement of policy it is 
impossible to say whether they will devalue. 
There are many rumours to the effect that 
devaluation is contempleted two or three 
months after the new Government have 
been in oflice, and have settled down. How¬ 
ever, devaluation seems unlikely for several 
reasons. In the first place export prospects 
are so limited that devaluation by itself 
would not imnocdiately lead to any greater 
volume of exports, ^condly, devaluation 
would be useless and would merely lead to 
another upsurge of inflation if it could not 
he accompanied by fairly massive imports 
of goods in scarce supply, which couid help 
to keep down prices* Devaluation now 
would merely mean that there would be a 
further rush to buy, and increased shortages 
all round* In my view the present Govern¬ 
ment Is unhkely’to lake this step, unless it 
was assured of very considerable financial 
support from the United States and from 
the International Bank. 

14. Help from either of these two sources 
Ls unlikely unless they can be fully satisfied 
that M, Menderes seriously intends to take 
measures to put his house in order* These 
measures would necessarily include restric¬ 
tion of credit, an extensive cutting down of 
the investment programme and the aban¬ 
donment of the deficit financing of State 
controlled economic enterprises* In some 
quarters the view is held that the Coverni- 
meni may go a liiile more slowly, because 
they are aware of the discontent in the 


country and they may feel that with a larger 
Opposition in Parliament they will have to 
listen to the views of the other side* 1 am. 
however, rather inclined to doubt whether 
M. Mcndcres himself will be much moved 
by these considerations* Opposition is 
inclined to have the result of making him 
more obstinate than ever. During the 
election campaign the Government Party 
took the line that critic Ism of the programme 
of economic development was disloyalty to 
the country. 1 am afraid that there Is little 
sign at present that the Government will 
appreciably slow dowm their headlong rush. 
In his speech after taking the oath as Presi¬ 
dent on November 1, M. Ceial Bayer said 
that the Government would continue its 
“ vital tasks such as the continuation of its 
economic development, while keeping Its 
impetus on the one hand ..*.** M. 
Mciideres is too deeply committed to 
carrying out the role of the builder of the 
new modem Turkey, His natural inclina¬ 
tion is to accelerate the rate of progress. 

15* If this is so, and if there is no sign of 
slowing down, then 1 can only foresee e very 
bleak situation arising before next summer. 
There is no possibility at all of Turkey 
meeling all her foreign obligations in the 
next six months. In the past three or four 
months Turkey has been defaulting on major 
capital projects under construction. She 
has had to beg the I.CA, and the foreign 
oil companies to give credit to finance basic 
P.O.L. imports until the end of this year* 
In i95S and the next few years her payments 
on account of capital contracts will increase. 
The mounting total of her debts and obliga¬ 
tions does not appear to have stopped 
M. Menderes and his colleagues from con¬ 
templating even more extravagant and 
ambitious project.'!! such as a Bosporus 
Bridge. Although no definite contract has 
been signed, it seems that if any foreign 
firm were rash enough to extend credit for 
it the Turks would only too happily be ready 
to start on this project right away. Turks 
are hopeful that besides their NATO friends 
and allie.s, whom they expect to stand by 
them, help will come in the form of 
miracle such as the discovery of oil in 
Turkey in substantial quantities. There is 
so far no cause to be over hopeful of major 
oil finds. If rich deposits were to be found 
the immediate effeci would naturally be to 
raise Turkey's chances of getting credit, but 
1 believe thai another result would be to 
whet Turkey's appetite, by expectation of 
huge wealth, and lead to an even greater 
spending spree. 
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16. It may be possible to give a more 
balanced estimate of Turkey's economic 
prospecls when the names of the new 
Ministers have been announced and when 
M. Mcndcres formally announces his new 
Government's programme to the Grand 
National Assembly. Even if^, surprisingly* 
M, Menderes were to apply the brakes* and 
to show resolution in setting his house in 
order by serious measures of control and 
self-discipline, there is no doubt that Turkey 
is in for an extremely difficuU and penurious 
period. As far as the United Kingdom is 
concerned 1 can only foresee that we will 
meet with even greater difficulty than before 


in obtaining payment of the commercial 
debts due to us. 1 do not exclude the 
possibility of a state being reached, by next 
summer* when Turkey will be forced to ask 
for consolidation of her foreign debts* with 
a virtual siop]>age of payments. 

17, I am copying this letter to the 
Commercial Relations and Exports Depart^ 
ment* Board of Trade* Her Majesty's 
Treasury' and Export Credits Guarantee 
Department, 

J have, &c* 

JAMES BOWKER* 
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M 613/641 No. 27 

THE TURKISH ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE EUROPEAN FREE TR.\DE 

PROPOSALS 

James Bowker to A/r, Selwyn {Received December 

(No. 21 IE. CoiKidential) Afik&ra, 

Sir, November 29, J957, 

ll was with great interest that on my return to Ankara 1 read Sir Roger Allen's 
despatch No. 202 E, of the 7th of October regarding the Greek attitude towards 
Her Majesty's Governirtent s proposals for the establishment of an industrial Free 
Trade Area in Europe* U it still difficult to speak with any certainty of the Turkish 
Government's attitude towards the proposals as it seems unlikely that they have yet 
received proper consideration by Turkish Ministers. At the meeting in Paris on 
the 15ih of October fand again last week) Turkey was represented by an official 
who had just taken oyer responsibility for this matter in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs* Turkish Ministers were cornpletely taken up with the preparations for the 
general election which took place on the 27th of October and since then they have 
been involved in the jockeying within the Democrat Party preceding the formation 
of M, Menderes' fifth Cabinet which has only just been presented to the Grand 
National Assembly. 

2. No pronouncement of government policy has yet been made but 1 consider 
it doubtful whether the Turkish attitude towards the FT.A. proposals will even be 
mentioned* As far as 1 am aware* there has so far only been one article on the 
FT.A. proposals in the Turkish Press and although my Information Ofticer has 
tried to stimulate interest in them he has not so far evoked any practical response. 
Nevertheless business men have naturally shown a certain interest in the proposals 
and the Union of Chambers of Commerce and Industry has submitt^ to the 
Government a statement of its views on the subject. 

3* The immediate, if superbeiaL inclination of most Turkish business men 
and officials is to regard the F.T.A. as liberalisation " in another guise and in their 
view it is “ iiberalkation " forced upon an unready Turkey by O.E.E.C.* w'hich Is 
responsible for many of the country's present economic ills. As they see it* if 
Turkey were to join the FT.A. without any protective privileges, the country would 
be Hooded with the manufactured goods of Western Europe, Turkey's exports 
would receive no corresponding stimulus and it would be 1952 ail over again. 
Inde<^, it would be worse because the light industries which have been established 
here in recent years and which have considerable prestige value would be swamped 
and die. 

4. Turkey's present financial difliculties {which all good Turks maintain are 
transient) are such that this country cannot pay for unrestricted imports* Therefore 
the FT.A. will only begin to make sense to the Turks if it enables them to increase 
their exports. And here is the second bigdiJlkulty. S? per cent, of Turkey's exports 
are agricultural (although it should not prove difficult to increase exports of minerals 
if this problem were tackled the right way) and if agricultural products are excluded 
from the F*T.A. proposals the whole scheme becomes so one-sided from the Turkish 
point of view as to be impossibly dangerous* 

5* The foregoing are arguments of Turkey's self-mierest which is natural 
enough* To this natura] self-interest however is added the conviction, 
manifestations of which I have reported to you on numerous occasions in the past, 
that for political and strategic reasons the Western world owes Turkey a living, 
it will therefore have been no surprise when at the meeting in Parts on the 15th of 
October the Turkish Representative asked not only that agricultural products 
should be included and that a period of 1D-2S years protection should be granted 
to Turkey, but also that an investment fund should be established in the conte.xl 
of the F.T.A. to help the less-developed member countries* The need for economic 
help to the under-developed countries of South-Eastern Europe (Southern Italy, 
Greece and Turkey! has of course long been a hobby-horse of Turkish 
Representatives in the O.E.E.C, and the Council of Europe and there iij no doubt 
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that the average articulate Turk does consider that there is a moral obligation on the 
richer Western Powers (which include the United States) to help Turkey over her 
present diliicuU time even if not on a permanent basis. 

6. For political reasons Turkey does not want to be left out of the F*T.A.— 
she is always keen to show that she is as good a European as the next State 
{particularly when that State happens to be Grcccei and there is always the chance 
that the scheme may be amended so that positive benefft to Turkey may ensue. She 
will not however join the FT*A. if she thinks that by so doing she will do herself 
positive harm. She will therefore need to be assured "that by joining the F.T.A. she 
will not be opening her frontiers to a flood of nianufactured goods for which she 
cannot pay and which will kill the indigenous industries: that she wilt be enabled to 
increase her own e.xports (and it is difficult to sec how this can be done without 
some capital outlay); and that the other member countries have Turkey's interests 
(and not only their ow'h) at heart. If it is not possible to find some assurances to 
give Turkey on these scores 1 fear that the negotiators will be faced with a Turkish 
colleague who cannot say " yes " but who will not say " no " and who will draw out 
the ne|.otiation$ cither by being without instructions or by putting forw'ard 
impossible counter-proposals designed to protect Turkey's interests. 

7. 1 am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
Athens, to the Head of the United Kingdom Delegation to the Organisation for 
European Economic Co-operation, the Political Representative with the Middle 
East Forces* C.R.E.D*, Her Majesty's Treasury and to the E,C,G,D* 

I have, &c* 

JAMES BOWKER. 
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M, MENDERES' KIPTH CABINET 

Sir James Bowker tn Mr. St'hvyn Lioy<f. {Received December J) 

(No. 212. Conlidentiali Ankara, 

Sir. November 24^, 19S7. 

With rercr^nce lo my telefirams Non 1090 and No. 1093, 1 have the honour to 
submit some further observations on the composition of M. Menderes' Fifth 
Cabinet. 

2. As I Indicated in my tefegram No. 1093. the composition of the new Cabinet 
in itself gives no reason to expect any basic change in the Prime Minislcf*s domestic, 
economic or foreign policies. One Minister of State (M. Kaiafai) and the Ministers 
of National Defence, fnterior. Finance, Public Works, Economy and Commerce, 
Customs and Monopolies, and Industries remain in the appointments they held at 
the dissolution of the Fourth Cabinet. Moreover, the reshuffle of other members 
of the Fourth Cabinet has put known supporters and protf^g^s of the Prime Minister 
in even stronger positions, M. fieri, one of the most inHuential members of the 
Democrat Party, has been given the important post of Deputy Prime Minister; 
M, Vardimei has risen from a comparatively unimportant Ministry of State to be 
Minister of Education; the unpopular and servile M. Gdktiirk, who lost his seat 
in his home province in the General Elections, has been replaced at the Ministry 
of justice by another nonentity. M. Biidakoglu; and. Finally, M. Fatin Ru^tii Zorlu 
has at last been ccnfirnied in the appointment of Minister for Foreign AlTairs after 
being in the background as M. Menderes* principal and only Ministerial adviser on 
foreign policy for some years, 

3. As regards the newcomers to the Cabinet, M, Yircali fMinister of Press, 
Broadcasting and Tourism) is a well-known crony of the Prime Minister and 
M* Erkmen (Minister of Labour) has the reputation of being a good and faithful 
servant in the Prime MinlslerN cause. M, Kurbatioglii (Minister of State! is said 
to be a political nopcntity and although M. Kirdar I Minister of Health) and M. Berk 
(Minister of Construction) are unknown quantities, the latter has worked closely 
with M. Menderes in the past over the e.':tensive town planning opraiions in 
Istanbul and Ankara and the former is old and unlikely to take an independent 
line. General Uduner, the former Commander-m-Chief of the Turkish air force 
and now Minister of Communications is a solid, rather than a dynamic, character 
and if is alleged that he was introduced into the Cabinet in fulhimcnl of a promise 
bv M. Menderes of some substantial reward to compensate him for his early 
re tire men E from the armed forces. From the British point of view^ It seems a pity 
that he was brought in to the exclusion of the previous Minister of Communications, 
M. Denurer, who was decidedly friendly to us and who was to a great extent 
responsible for pushing through the Participation .Agreement between the British 
Overseas Airways Corporation and Turkish Airlines in July this year Apparently, 
however, M. Menderes had developed an acute personal dislike for M. Demircr 
and was determined to exclude him from his new Cabinet. 

4. The only possible dissident among the newcomers is M. Nedim i)kmen, 
the Minister of Agriculture. M . Ok men was Mimstei of Agriculture in Ehe Third 
Menderes Cabinet and Minister of Finance in the Fourth Cabinet until his 
rcsignadon in August 1956. At the time he was said to be the only possible 
successor in the Democrat Party to M. Menderes as Prime Minister, but in the 
event he sank into into temporary obscurity after his resignation, His appointment 
probably represents M. Menderes' sole concession to the more moderate elements 
within the party, but M, 6kmen does not appear to be a sufTiciently powerful 
character lo offer any serious opposition to the Prime Minister. He is more likely 
to give up the struggle and resign rather than fight out a point of principle to the 
hitler end, 

5. As regards the two new Minisiries, the creation of a Ministry of 
Ccmsiruction is clearly designed exclusively to facilitate the execution of the 
extensive town planning operations now in progress in Istanbul and Ankara and 
scheduled to begin shortly in other large towns, such as Izmir, Bursa and Adana* 
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So far the actual work has been the responsibility of the municipalities concerned, 
although the Prime Minister has spent an inordinate amount of time in personal 
supervision of the plans and of the work itsell. M. Berk has, however, been 
associated with M. Menderes in this operation for spme months and the existence 
of the new Ministry headed by him will facilitate the Prime Minister's self-appointed 
task of carrying through ihe town planning operations in which he takes so much 
personal interest. 

6. The creation of the new Ministry of Press, Broadcasting and Tourism is an 
Indication of the Governmeni’s increased interest in the value of propaganda and 
no doubt arose partly from the widespread comDlaints from the Democrat Parly 
itself that their indifferent propaganda machine cost them nmnv votes and seats 
during the elections. The existence of the new Ministr\' will also provide the Prime 
Minister with better and more extensive machinery for restricting the activilJes of 
the Opposition Press, ft is sign iff cant that two new restrictive decrees have already 
been published, one providing for an immediate assessment of the stocks of 
newsprint held throughout the country and its subsequem allocaiion and 
distribution to individual newspapers by the Govertimenu and the other announcing 
that all advertisements will in future be channelled through the Official 
Advertisements Company (a thinly disguised governmental body) which will be 
responsible for the allocation of advertisements of all types to individual 
newspapers. Since all ncwspatiers in Turkey are heavily dependem for their 
circulation both on the amount of newsprint received and on advertisements^ these 
new powers assumed by the Government augur ill for the freedom of the Press in 
the future; and the Opposition newspapers in Istanbul and Ankara are already 
indulging in a storm of criiicism of these measures. 

7. The real point of interest, however, about the new Cabinet is not so much 
its composition as the lime taken in its formation. Even after the serious Cabinet 
crisis of November 1955 M. Menderes was able to pTodutxi his new Cabinet only 
eleven days later. This time it has taken him all but a month from the General 
Elections and 25 days from the dissolution of his previous Cabinet. There is no 
doubt that he ran into heavy opposition from dissident factions wkhin his own 
party and even possibly from the President himself. It is believed that the main 
opposition was to the inclusion of M. Zorlu, who is not only highly unpopular 
among the rank and file of the Democrat Party but also with President Bayar; and 
it is even said that the President was holding out against M. Zorlu's appointment 
until the aftcnioon of the 25th of November. It appears from the final composition 
of the Cabinet that M. Menderes has for the moment won the battle but it must 
have cost him heavily in prestige within his own party and throughout the country. 
He can ill afford such a loss of prestige at a momeni when the Op^sition is stronger 
in the Grand National Assembly than it has ever been before and is evidently 
determined to use all the means within its power to disturb the solidarity of the 
Democrat Party and unseat the Prime Minister. There is every likelihood of a 
hitter parliamentary struggle ahead and M* Menderes is in the awkward position 
that if he makes concessions to the more moderate elements within the Democrat 
Party they will be interpreted as a sign of weakness while if he adopts an even more 
dictatorial and aulhoritarmn policy towards his own party and continues relentlessly 
to harass and repress the Opposition, he will run the danger of alienating the 
parliamentary rank and file of the Democrat Party to a dangerous extent With 
an Opposition of over 180 m the National Assembly he can ill afford to risk further 
defections from his own party fcf, paragraph 12 of Mr. Stewart s <le.spatch No. 192 
of the I St of November!, 

8. It is unwise at this stage to forecast what line M. Menderes will take. 
There are. however, no signs that the People's Republican Party are considering any 
form of reconciliation with the Government and it is likely therefore that 
M. Menderes will continue with the high-handed methods which have increasingly 
been the feature of his Government, Where these will lead him I canno: say. 
M. Menderes no doubt has instinctive dietalorial tendenctes, but he was forced two 
years ago* lo make concessions lo the moderate elements in his own pariv and it 
may not be long l>eforc he has again to face similar pressure. If he does, I should 
judge that he wdll give way* at any rate for the lime being; but for the reasons given 
above, the extent to which he can go will be a matter for delicate calculation. 

9. lam enclosing biographies of the new^ Mmi*xters who do not appear in my 
report on Leading Personalities in Turkey for 1956. 
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10. lam sending copiei; of this despatch to Her Majesty's Ambassadors at 
Athens, Washington. Baghdad and Tehran, to the L'nited Kingdom High 
CommiKioner at Karachi, the PoliEieal Representative with the Middle East Forces, 
the Head of the United Kingdom Delegation to the North Atlantic Covincil at Paris 
and to the Acting Governor of Cyprus. 

I have, &c, 

JAMES BOWKER, 


Enclosure 


Berk. Medeni 

Born in Aksaray in 1913. A graduate of the Economics Faculty of Istanbul 
University, Has served in the Department of Monopolies and was for some time 
a Branch Manager in the Agricultural Bank. In 1950 he joined the General 
Directorate of Agricultural Co-operatives and from 1951 until 1957 was 
Director-General of the Real Estate and Credit Bank. 

Elected a Democrat Party Deputy for Nigde in the October 1957 elections 
when he was the only Democrat out of the seven Deputies relumed for that 
province. Appointed Minister of Construction (a new Ministry created to deal 
with the extensive town planning operations! in the Fifth Menderes Cabinet in 
November 1957. 

M. Berk has a reputation for honesty and industry. He is said to be a close 
friend of the Prime Minister and to have worked with him during the early part of 
1957 on the various town planning schemes. He is married and speaks French. 

Kurbanoglu, Muzaffer 

Born in 1913 in Manisa. A lawyer by profession. Elected a Democrat Party 
Deputy for Manisa in 1950 and re-elected in 1954 and 1957. Appointed a Minister 
of State in the Fifth Menderes Cabinet in November 1957. 

Before his appointment to the Cabinet M. Kurbanoglu was an inconspicuous 
back bencher in the Democrat Party; and is alleged to be a devoted follower of 
M. Menderes and a personal friend of the other Minister of State, M. Kalafat U/.v,). 
He is married and speaks French. 

Kirdar, LutH 

Born in 1883 ai Kirkuk, he studied medicine in Germany and subsequently 
joined the Government Medical Service. Elected P.R.P, Deputy for Kutahya in 
1935 but resigned his seat for financial reasons in 1936 and became Vali of Manisa. 
Appointed Vali of Istanbul in 1938 where he remained until replaced by Professor 
Gokay (^.v.lin 1949. He visited the United Kingdom in 1947. 

In September 1949 he was appointed Turkish Minister at Stockholm, hut 
the appointment was cancelled and he was elected P.R.P. Deputy for Manfsa in 
October of the same year. Lost his scat in the general elections of 1950 but 
subsequently joined the Democrat Party and was elected on the D P. list for Istanbul 
in 1954. Re-elected in October 1957 and appointed Minister of Health in the Fifth 
Menderes Cabinet in November 1957. 

As Vaii of Istanbul Dr. Kirdar gained a reputation for honesty and for being 
an earnest moderniser. He has. however, been politically in obscurity since 1950. 

He is married to a Circassian wife of an influential family, 
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No. 29 


THE TURKISH GOVERNMENTS PROGRAMME AND ITS RECEPl ION 
BY THE GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 


Sir James Bowker to Mr. Selwjri 

(No, 215. Confidential) Ankaroy 
Sir. December 6, /957. 

With reference to my telegram No. I i23(’) 

I have the honour to send you a full 
sumniary(^i of the Turkish Prime Minister's 
speech to the Grand National Assembly on 
the 4th of December and to offer some 
comments on the new Government's 
programme and on the debate which 
followed its announcement by the Prime 
Minister. 

2, As regards economic and ftnanciai 
policy, it will be seen that there is little new 
in the programme and that no significant 
Changes in M. Menderes’'s policies in these 
fields may be expected. The only modifica-- 
lions of previous programmes are contained 
in the vague suggestions of curbing the rate 
of new investments; and in the more 
Conservative budget increase. There are 
also signs that the Government intend to 
exercise even more rigid control over prices 
through the unrealistic National Safeguards 
Law and that half-hearted measures may be 
adopted to restrict bank credits. 

3. The references to defending and 
increasing the value of the currency arc signs 
that M. Menderes has no Intention of 
adopting any measures of devaluation; and 
there is in fact no guarantee that even the 
more cautious elements in the programme 
will be adhered to. From the economic 
and financial point of view the programme 
has a striking resemblance to the programme 
of ihe Fourth Menderes Cabinet (c/. my 
despatch No, 246 of the 20th of December, 
1955) and in the event M, Menderes 
continued headlong with his reckless 
economic policy. 

4, My Camniencial Counsellor will mean¬ 
while be considering the more detailed 
implications of the economic and financial 
aspects of ihc new programme for a further 
report, 

5. As regards foreign policy, there arc 
again no significant changes. M. Menderes 
made the now familiar critical reference to 
neutralism and praised the United Nations, 
NATO and the Baghdad Pact in well-known 


Uoyef. iReceivetJ December tO) 

and reassuring terms. His remarks on the 
Middle East were firm but unprovocative 
and it is interesting that he paid a public 
tribute to King Sand. No mention wels 
made of Turco-Egyptian relations. The 
Prime Minister's remarks about Turco* 
Soviet relations were as usual firm and 
uncompromising, 

6. The reference lo pariiiton as being 
Turkey's final concession over Cyprus has 
now become familiar; and it was significant 
that ihe Prime Minister's reiteration of this 
principle was greeted by prolonged applause 
from alt sides of the National Assembly, 
whereas the remainder of the statement on 
foreign policy was, as usual, received in 
silence. 

7. The Prime Minister's opening remarks 
about the measures which would have to be 
tiiiken to restore internal tranquillity in the 
country have a sinister ring and probably 
augur further repressive legislation against 
the Press and the Opposition political 
parties. It is signiftcani in this context that 
the police have already raided People's 
Republican Parly local organisations in 
Istanbul and have seized certain papers; 
that the Democrat Party Parliamentary 
Group has decided to set up a Parliamentary 
investigation into the conduct of the Opposi¬ 
tion during the election campaign; and that 
the Governor of Ankara spoke openly to me 
ill private conversation recently of Com¬ 
munist penetration of the People's Republi¬ 
can Party and even mentioned a Deputy by 
name as being a known and active Com¬ 
munist. The Prime Minister has not yet 
shown his hand in regard to the measures 
he intends to take, but it is more than likely 
that they will be harsh and will further 
embitter inler^party relations. 

8. The debate that followed the Prime 
Minister's announcement of the new 
programme provided a striking illustration 
of the present state of relations between the 
parties. The Opposition began by asking in 
moderate terms for an adjournment for two 
days to give them time to study the pro¬ 
gramme which they had only received the 
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same da>v This request was ofTeusively 
refused by the Acting Chairman of the 
Assembly; the Opposiiion reacted strongly 
and the hrsi of many fights broke out. As a 
result of this prelimmary^ skirmish one 
Opposition Deputy was expelled from the 
Assembly for the remainder of the session. 

9. M. Is met Inonii then spoke on behalf 
of the People's Republican Party* After 
dwelling very briefly on the new programme 
he proceeded to read out for the next two 
hours an immensely long and detailed 
catalogue of irregularities alleged to have 
been committed by the Democrat Party 
during the electoral period. His speech was 
punctuated by uproar from both sides of the 
Assembly and he ignored frequent attempts 
by the Acting Chairman to force him to 
stick to the point. As his speech continued 
the Assembly degenerated into total con¬ 
fusion; and at one stage two Cabinet 
Ministers emerged from the Cabinet benches 
in hysterical rage and almost attempted a 
physical attack on M. Inonii. In spite of 
the many interruptions he continued imper¬ 
turbably to the end of his long catalogue, 
and it was interesting that at one point a 
number of Democrat Party Deputies voted 
with the Opposition against a proposed 
resolution by the Acting Chairman designed 
CO prevent M. Inonii from continuing his 
speech. 

10. After a brief and statesmanlike speech 
by M, Fethi Celikba^ (the leader of the 
Freedom Party) during which he criticised 
the Government programme constructively 
and in moderate terms and commanded full 
attention from all sides of the Assembly, the 
situation again deteriorated. M. Fatin 
RU^tii Zorlu defended himself ineptly 
against charges of misuse of the State Radio 
during the electoral period and received a 
very rough handling from the Opposition. 
By this lime everyone had forgotten about 
the Government programme and the 
speeches had degenerated into attack and 
counter-attack on the subject of the elec¬ 
tions. 

11. The most violent incident occurred 
when Dr. Turhan Feyzioglu tP,R.P. Ankara! 
ended a long, discursive and highly 
emotional speech by warning the Democrat 
Party against restricting the independence 
of the judiciary* the freedom of the Press 
and of Government ofTicials. with reference 
to the fact that Communist administrations 
invariably adopted such restrictive practices. 
This reference to Communism aroused the 
Democrat Party ranks to uncontrollable 


fury; chairs were thrown, the rostrum was 
almost stormed and Dr. Feyzioglu was for 
some seconds in a certain amount of 
physical danger. 

12. When the uproar had more or le^s 
subsided the Minister of the Interior made a 
long and blustering speech accusing the 
Opposition in detail of creating incidents all 
over the country. Most of his speech was. 
however, inaudible as it was regularly 
punctuated by minor lights and disturbances 
on the floor of the Assembly, 

13. Eventually, after the so-called debate 
had continued with hardly a reference to the 
Government programme for nearly eight 
hours, the Acting Chairman decided that a 
halt must be called. There were still over 
twenty speakers on the order paper, but he 
said with some justice that nobody was 
discussing the point at issue and that the 
debate could go on for days in this atmos¬ 
phere. He called for a show of hands to 
close the debate; received a majority and 
the vote of confidence in the Government 
programme was taken and carried by 403 
votes against 133. The Prime Minister (hen 
reappeared in the .Assembly for the first time 
since he had announced the programme, 
made a brief speech of thanks for the vote 
of Confidence and the Assembly adjourned* 

14. This lamentable scene is a bad augury 
for the future of Parliamentary government 
in Turkey, Everyone had expected some¬ 
thing of the kind to happen but the 
Governor of Ankara, who attended the 
debate in the diplomatic box with a member 
of my staff, said that the violence of the 
scenes and the bitter hostility on both sides 
were unprecedented in his experience of the 
Grand National Assembly since its founda¬ 
tion. 

15. There were undoubtedly faults on 
both sides, although the initial provocation 
came from M, Inonii. The object of the 
Opposition was clearly to infuriate the 
Government and to obtain maximum 
publicity for their campaign about 
irregularities during the eleclions; and 
there is no doubt that they succeeded. 
Their attitude remained boisterous and 
mischievous, but seldom angry, throughout, 
whereas a large proportion of the Democrat 
Party Deputies including certain Cabinet 
Ministers were often in a state of uncontrol¬ 
lable fury, 

16. This IS unquestionably a bad begin¬ 
ning to the new legislative term. The 
Democrat Party Parliamentary Group had 
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a prolonged meeting on the 5lh of December 
to consider the situation and it is more than 
likely that, among other measures, legisla¬ 
tion will be proposed to restrict the time of 
Assembly debates and the freedom of 
speakers to stray from the point. Certainly 
the substantive question (of the Govern¬ 
ment’s pTogTamme) was on this occasion 
completely swamped in the waves of invec¬ 
tive and counter-invective. 


17. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to Her Majesty's Ambassadors at Athens, 
Washington, Baghdad and Tehran, to the 
Political Representative with the Middle 
East Forces, the He fids of the United 
Kingdom Delegations at Paris and New 
York, to the United Kingdom High Com¬ 
missioner at Karachi and to the Governor 
of Cyprus. 

1 have, &c. 

JAMES BOWJCER. 
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CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE 
TURKISH AMBASSADOR ON DECEMBER 6, 1957 

Mr, Selwy/t Lloyd to Sir lames Booker [Ankara) 

I No, 254. Secret) foreign Officet 

Sir, December 12, 1957, 

[ invited the Turkish Ambassador to calJ on me on the 6th of December to 
carry a stage further the discussions on Cyprus which he had had with the 
Permanent Under-Secretary on the list of November, and which your Excellency 
had with the Turkish Prime Minister on the 27tb of November. 

2. His Excellency said that he had no instructions from his Government 
to make any particular point. Speaking personally, he said that the enquiry made by 
Sir Frederick Hoyer Millar and yourself about the Turkish reaction to the idea of a 
solution based on guaranteed independence prompted the enquiry whether 
Her Majesty's Government were now more inclined themselves towards such a 
solution. 1 said that I wished to make it quite clear that our enquiries on this 
point were purely exploratory* Our stand was still on the December 19 statenient. 
The reason for our exploratory enquiry was that both M. Spaak and the Americans 
had been discussing the idea of an alternative solution short of partition. It must 
not be inferred that Her Majesty's Government supported such an idea. The 
reason for discussing it with the Turks was in order to consider with them how 
best wc should deal with the su^cstion. The plan which emerged from various 
discussions contained the following elements: — 

(<}) extra-territorial British bases; 

(6) either a NATO base operated by Turkey or ati extra-territorial Turkish 
base; 

(d a Statute governing the intental Constitution of Cyprus which would be 
subject to international guarantees in the form of a treaty providing 
for minority rights under the supervision of a resident High 
Commissioner responsible to the treaty Powers; 

id) an external Statute, also under the supervision of the High Commissioner, 
settling the_ foreign and defence policy qf Cyprus and perhaps making 
some provision for internal security with the object of preventing a 
Communist regime; 

(el subject to the foregoing provisions, independence for the rest of the Island. 

3* In reply to a question from M. Birgi, 1 said that I ihoughl that M. Spaak 
had discussed this idea with the Greek Foreign Minister, In our own discussions 
with M* Spaak we had deliberately kept free of commitments, hut had encouraged 
him to explore the ground further, 

4. M. Birgi pointed out that the one common element in M. Spaak’s idea and 
In the Turkish Govemmenfs own position was that there should be a British 
extra-territorial base. This, in his view, should encourage Her Majesty's 
Government not to give up the idea of partition. He thought that the sort of plan 
which M. S|>aak had been advocating might look dne on paper, but was so 
elaborate that it would never work. U would be better to look for a simpler 
solution which could have a practical result, 

5. I said that the new element in M. Spaak's approach was the suggestion for 
Turkish troops on the fsland. M. Birgi said that to think that the Turkish 
Government could be satisfied by a Turkish base on the Island implied that they 
wished to lake it over. What the TurkLsh Government wanted* on the contrary, 
was an arrangement in conformity with the geographical position, It was not 
merely a ouestion of flag-flying. They did not want a scheme which would increase 
the difftcultics in Cyprus. He hoped that at the NATO meciiiig the Turkish Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister would have the opporiuniiy to make their position 
dear to M. Spaak* 

6. I said that while his Excellency had pointed out the objeclions to 
M. Spaak's ideas, we for our part also saw great complications and difficulties in 
the way of partition. Another idea which had been pul forward was shared 
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sovereignty. We had thought this over and saw difflcuhies over ihe apjroiniraeni 
and responsibilities of a Governor,. M. Birgi replied that shared sovereignty was 
a parody of partition which had all the complications and no additional advantages. 
It was the sort of thing* which was said to children who were quarrelling over a 
toy. The practical question always was who was to have the toy, 

7. M, Birgi said that the Labour Party's declaration of the 27th of November 
had upset the Turkish Government both because of its liming immediately before 
the Debate in the United Nations and because of its emphasis on the majority. He 
said that he had been trying to explain to individual leaders of the Labour Party 
that if they carried out their present intentions when they came to power they would 
impair good relations between the United Kingdom and Turkey, He had told them 
that he was not asking for any promises from them but was solely concerned with 
making the Turkish case plain to them so that there could be no misconceptions in 
the future, I encouraged M, Birgi to persevere with these attempts. 

8. In conclusion the Ambassador asked if there was any change in Her 
Majesty's Government's atliUide to the return of Makarios to Cyprus. [ told him 
that OUT position remained unchanged for the present. 

I am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's Ambassadors at 
Washington and Athens, to the Heads of the United Kingdom Delegations et New 
York and Paris, to the Political Representative with the Middle East Forces, and 
10 the Colonial Office. 

I am, &c. 

SELWYN LLOYD. 
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LEADING PERSONALITIES IN 1URKEY 

Sir James Boh'ker to Mr. Seiwyn LfoytL {Received December J6) 


i'NOn 219, Conlideiilia].l Ankiira, 

Sir, December IS, J957^ 

I have the honour^ with reference to my 
despatch No. 175 of the I7lh of September, 
to send you herewith my report for 
1957 on the leading personalities in Turkey. 

1 have, &c. 

JAMES BOWKER, 


Enclosure 

Index 

(ConipklckJ in Notcinbcr-Detentbef 1957) 

]. A^'ik^^lin, Ccvj[. 

2. Adisipr, Hulidc Edi[>. 

h SyriKl. 

4. A^uc^u. Mckddme Sure>y^, 

5. Akdur, FjiiV ii^ihni. 

A. Alucr, AbJuIbh- 

7. Aknto. Nurctun, Gcrcrnl. 

». Aksal. IsnuiiL RUfiii. 

AtcN^lur,. Irjici. General. 

10, AkurgLil* Ekrenv 
T L Altincsn. Sckdik,, Aditiirul. 

II AIjfDt, Hatinu Dr. 

Ahhumn, Tekin, Mjijctr'Gerterjl, 

14. Arnom, Refei, Yke-Adminil 

15. Ar?jk, 5<fif 

16. Auy, F4ilih Rifki. 

]?. AthenagnraH. H.A.H ,, I 
rS. Aygun, Kemal. 

19. Cibftl. 

20 . SuNin,. Sukrii, 

21. BarluA, Ccmil Sail. 

22. Birkirit'u, Fuik Ahmei- 

23. Bii&iimiir. Jtekt- 

24. Bayar, Ccl:i]. 

25. Bavur, Yusuf Hikmel. 

26. Bettw?.. Fikret. 

27. Bclc. Refer. General. 

28. Beige, Burhan. 

29. Benderlio^Uu. AtiL 

.30, BerV. Medefkj, 

31. Beyalli, ^ uhya KemuL 

32. Birgi, Muhamcm Ngri, 

33. Bblilkba^i, Osman. 

34. Buclakiiglu, Esal. 

35. Buryak, Rifki Sulim. 

36. Cavui<4.iiilu. Muammer. 

37. Cebe^v; AJi Fuai, General. 

38. <:e\\khii. Fethi, 

39. Ctjsar, Onier Sami. 

40. G<^kun, Siilih. Licuienani-Geneml. 

41. Dtfiilfler. ^fik Hilinil, Dr. 

42. Demircr, Arif. 

43. Dikerdenu Mahmui. 

44. Diilge, Miihut. 


43. Diitger, Buhadir. 

4^. Selim Ragip. 

47. Eruip. Orhun. 

48. Erdcihiin, Ru^tO, General. 

49. Ef^in. 5cmi. 

50. Enm, Nibat. 

51. Erkin, Fcritlun Cenud. 

52. Erktnen. Huvrcttln. 

53. EiietibeL Mehih. 

54. Esin. Seyfuliah. 

55. Esmer. Ahmei ^krii. 

56. Fcnik. Munititi: Fuik. 

57. Fey::fii:i^Lt, Turtuin, PrDte&snr. 

58 . Gedit, Namili. 

59. Gcj^r, Leyia. 

60. Gidel. Naii- 

M. Gbkay, Fhhreiiin Kerim. 

62- Gftktr, H[in>cliiltah SiLphi. Licnicmmt'General, 

63. Gdkmen. 0$uz. 

64. G^senln. MujulTcr. General. 

65. GdkUirk, Hibeyin Avni. 

66. GiHc, Kuydar. 

6T. Gbilck. Ka^im. 

68. Ounaltuy. $cnisettin. 

69, GUreli, Enver. 

7D. Htkntei. Nazim. 

71. Miisman, Hadi. 

71 Ekvel Setur. 

73. Ilcri, Tcvfik. 

74. ttkin. N'cdim Vcyscl. 

75. Inbnu, Istnel, General. 

76. l;ik. Hai^un. 

77. KaLafai, Eniiit. 

7$, Kapani, Osnutn. 

79, Kdraofimanpglu, Fevzi Lutfi- 

80. Kanio5manf>|tu. Vakup Kadri. 

Hi, Kuvur, l^di. 

82. KtlL^iio^u, Safa. 

83. Kirdar. Liltfi. 

84. Koif. Vebbi, 

85. Kiipriihi. Mehmel Fuad, 

86. KiifffiiKi. Drhar, 

87. Karalian, Rcfik. 

8S, Kdrez, Naftz. 

89. Konir, Ahmet Salih. 

90. Koruidrk. Fnhri, Admiral. 

91. Ktb'mc6. Hulusi. 

92. KOfrevi, Kasjtn- 
91, Kuneralp. Zekt. 

94. Kural, Adnan, 

95. Knrbanofilu, Muzaffer, 

96. Kiinbck, Seyfi. 

97 . Mandalinci. ZeyyuL 

98. Mavroudi, Cocislonlino T. 

99. Mayalcpek, HUveyda. 

00. MendfCTtt, Adnan. 

01. Mendcres, Eihem. 

02. MenemcnciOflUt Nunuui. 

03. Mchgij^, Fevzi, General. 

04. MQ^|«cabi* EwiI Add, 

05, Nidi. Nadir. 

06. NiL&uhi<»|.1Ui. Rdkaieddin. 

07. Okan, i^kai. Genera I- 
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KlK, N'ediin. 

109. OtlsI. Cavit. 

110 . Orbjy, Hiiiscyin Riiuf 

111 Oziinsoy, Munhz Faik. 

112 Pcrin, Mahat. 

11 .^. PolatisLiK Hasan. 

114. R izun, Kadri. 

11:5. Sarot, Mukertcm. 

116, Surpcr. Selim RuuL 
n? Saygtin^ Adnan. 

ILS. Tac^n. Necati. 

119. Tanriovcr. Hiimdutlah Suphi 

120. Taray, Cental Kusnu. 

121 . Tarhan. Miimtas;- 

122. Tlubiir, Madame N'azli. 

123. Tdrehan, KaNb Edip, 

124. Tozan, Satzci Luifi. 

125. TunalujyliJ^ Ismail Hakki^ Ccneral. 

126. TOfknicn. Bchs'ct. Licylcnmit-Gcncfal. 

127. C^aner^ Fevzj. Gcdcnil. 

12 U. Ula'j. Fahrettia. 

129. Uldsan, Aziz, Vice-Admiral 

130. Ci^itipltk, Siial Hayri. 

131. Uz, Bch^l, Dr. 

132- Vciib<s.s«, Ziihlii. 

133. Valnian, Ahmel Entin. 

134. YardinKl, Celai. 

135. Yclkin, NUwit. 

136. YircaJi. Silki. 

137 Yilcel. Hasan AIL 

138. Zcyilno^lu, Kcmal, 

139. Zorlu. FaLin RO^iii 

140. ZiOflj. Ririi ROi^lli 

Obiiujiiy 

Hu^evin Cahtt V.ili^in 


L AfikaliiU Cmi 

Born in IS93, he wa.s eJuiratrJ ai Cialaiasaray and 
studied last in Geneva. After fraduatihg in 1921. 
he joined the Turkish Foncign Sennet and served 
in Warsaw, Kabul, Prague. Tehran and Moscow; he 
alicnded the negoliatioiu for ihe Treaty of Lausanne 
and I he Montreux Conference. 

In 1938 he was Turkish High Commissioner in ihc 
Hutay btforc it was incorporated in Turkey, and in 
1939 he was apjtointed deputy Secfetary-General of 
Ihe Ministry, In 1939 he accompanied the Foreign 
.Minister lo Moscow, and later that ytof and in I9W 
he had coniacu with the Allied Coitimandcrs-in- 
Chief both in Ankara and at Aleppo and Haifa. 

In July 1942 he was appointed Ambassador in 
Moscow, and in July 1943 Secretary-Oencril of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, He was appointed 
.Ambassador In London in October 1945, and in 
January 1952 he became tmee asiiin Secretary * 
GerLcrali of the MLaistry. After a period of inddfercni 
health during which he appeared TO leave the bulk 
of tlic work to his deputy, M. Biirgi wlu? 

succeeded him at the Ministry, M, Afikalin moved 
In Rome as Am^v^dor in October 1954. 

M. A^ikalin, who ts deaf, speaks English and 
French well. Hb wife, a sister of the former wife 
of Ataihrk. docs not appear in society. He has 
MibstantiaE private means. 

2. .Vtibar, .AUilartw llillde Edip 

Born ui 1886 of LMnme parentage, and educated 
at Ihc American Girls' College in, Istanbul She 
was already well known in Turkish pohlicsil life 
m the days of the C.U.P,, and at the beginning 
of the ^ar of Independence she toured Anatolia 
addressing the troops. After an unsuccessful attempc 
[D influence Atatdrk .<he quarrelled with him ami left 
Turkey in 1926. On her return, after several yean 
of travel in Europe, she became Professor of English 


at Istanbul University and took no further part in 
political life until in 1950 she was elected Indepen- 
deni Deputy for Izmir with Democrat support. She 
has made some vigorous and indcpcndeni s^cches 
ill Uic Assembly, Reigned her deputyship and 
retired from puli|ti:& in 1954. 

She is well known as a writer of novels, some of 
which have been writlen in English, and she 
iii stiU a very important figure ip the intellectual 
world in Turkey. She has an acute brain but is 
u.sually swayed by her entotions. She is well dis¬ 
posed lo the British but even more so to the 
Americans, She speaks EnglUli and French very well. 
Her husband, Adnan, died suddenly in July 1955. 

3, -Apdihl, ,Samel 

Born in 1909 of a family of Azerbaijani Turks, a 
brother of Madame Stireyya ^Aguuglu and son 
of Ihe late M. Ahmet Agapgiu, who was one of the 
founders of the Free Party m the late ’20s. 

M, AJaoglu’s career began at the Ministry of 
Comnicfcc where lie held several appoiniinents at 
departmental Jevel, He left the Ministry lo join the 
Democrat Party and by 1949 was a member of the 
Party's Admintstratis'e Council. Eli^ted a Deputy 
For Ma.nisa in 1950. he was appointed Deputy ^ime 
Mi nisler and Minister of State Ihc same year, H is 
conducl Pit ollke qu;ckiy lost him popularity and he 
resigned from ihesc posts to bcftime Minister of 
Labour, He again fell foul of public opinion and 
resigned from ihc Cabinet. He continued to be 
active in party politics and the PrinK Minister 
eventually found it safer to have him in the Cabinet 
rather than oul of it. In December 1954 he was 
rt-adniiited as Minister of State Industries atnl has 
remarned in this appointment ever since. 

_ M. A^oglu is erratic and quarrelstume and has 
his critics in the Demacrut Party, He has, however^ 
gained a reputation for honesty and hard work in his 
present appointment and he is undoubtedly one of 
the sironge.it personalities in the Party, He appears 
now to be fuliy in the oonlidence of the Prime 
Minister, 

He is niaiticd with three children, one of whom 
Was uE Chfiwd, He speaks some French and a liiEk 
English. His wife speaks passable English. 

4, .Ag.Hnt^lu, Madiime Slireyyii 

Bofn in 1905 m Azerbaijan, she is the Sister of 
M. Afaoglu W.V.). She arrived in Turkey in 1920 
tibtaining Turkish naiiunality about 1921. Becan^ 
the pioneer practising woman lawyer in Turkey and 
built up u iLKriiiive practice including commercial 
intere.us wi ih iin of lice in London. She w-as vef> 
plea.scd with her reception and ihc help she received 
m F.ngland in late 1947, 

She was at one Emu: secreiarj iif a Liberal lAtAii- 
ciatirin in hlanbul but she often adopts vlolcnUy 
NatioruiJi^tic views. Although ri.trongly anti-Russian 
:>hc married in 1952 u Gernuin Liiwyer, much younger 
than herself, named Wemer Taschenbreclicr. who^ 
had been di:>mis.sed from the West Berlin Lcgitl 
Service in June 1951 owing Eo his Coutmunist 
Connections. 

fn July 1954 she presided at a Congress of Wonutm 
Jurists at lletsinki and in June 1935 utlended thv 
International C’lmgftiwi of Juri.^Es ai Aihcns, when 
she walked out in protest ut an attempt by Greek 
lawyers to ruifte the Cyprus^ question. 

She ii 4 mischievous uiifl-bearer and must be 
ircAled with Caution as she is alleged to work tor 
the Turkish security police. Speaks English, French 
tmd Ru^iitait. 

5, .Akdur, 1 alk Zihni 

Born about 1895- Between 1937 and 1939 he 
served as consul ul Aleppo and consul-gcncnil at 
Beirut. He reiurned lo the Ministry ivf Foreign 
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.Afiairv in July 19.49 and became DlrectoT-Ceneral 
of the Third (Genentll DeparEment. Appointed head 
of Fu^t Depanment in 1942. Minl-ster at Sofia in 
January 1945 and ambassadar al Moscow in 1946 
In June Fi49 he returned to the Ministry os 
Sfcrcimy ■General In Aurtust 1951 he was appointed 
ambasstidor to Madrid, and m September 1952 he 
was trLinsfctted to Rome, and lo Berne in Ociobcr 
1954. Appiiinted ambassador at Cairo in July 1937. 

M. Akdnr if. not very prepossessing in appuaranee 
and 5 .oc^ulliy he is heavy though aflable. Whilst he 
was Secretary'Genera I he was Friendly, helpful and 
quilc communicative. He speaks good French but 
no English. 

6. Aker., .'kbifuUah 

Born in E905 ut YuTova, a professional cconomisi. 
He Wiis One lime Head of the Inspectorate at Ehe 
Ministry of Economy and Commerce, Elected a 
DemocTLil Furiy Deputy for Izmir In 1934, one of the 
founders of the Izmir Chamber tif Commerce. 
Appoimed Minister of Economy and Contmerce to 
replace M. Mandalinci in November 1936, 

Visited Cairo in July 1957 as Head trf a Turkish 
DclegatJon |o the opening of the Cairo Fair at the 
invltuiion of she Egyptian Oovcrnjnent. Rc-elcclcd 
j Deputy in October 1957 and rc-appoinEed MinisEcr 
of Ecojiomy and Commerce in [he Fifih Menderes 
Cabinet in November 1957. 

M. Aker has .slwwn litiic ability or initiative so 
Far tot a Minister: and is generally accepted us being 
tittle more than a ye’s-man to the Frimc Minwter, 

7, Aknliz* Nurcitjiu f^etkcral 

Before hu retirement General AkniSz had risen, 
rapidly in the Army, He became a Brjaadlcr- 
GeocrLl uniJ Divifloual Conmumder In 3 945, was 
promoted Major-General in 1947, Lieutenant-General 
m 195! and General in 1956. After Serving us Head 
of ihe Ordnance and Supplies Depariments in ihe 
Ministry of Defcnco he commanded the Second 
Corps ill October 1952. and became Commander of 
the Third .Array in August 1954. Appointed Maninl 
Law Conmtundcr for Istanbul after the riots of 
September 6-7, 1955. imd Commander Land Forces 
In June 1956. 

To the general surprihe he retired from the Army 
in September 1957 to stand as u Ikmdcruc Pany 
candidate for Tekirdag and was duly elccEed in the 
October. 1957, elccllons. 

He was a Strong and energetic olBcer who under- 
slond Turkish needs for modern cquipracnl. Ficustint 
and friendly with both Uriiish and Anierk::tn ql^cers:. 
He speaks German and some French and undcrsiatids 
a little English He has nn agreeable German- 
speaking wife. 

N. Aki^l, BmaEI RUyEfi 

Born in 1913 in Pumukovu and educated at the 
School ol Political Seiciiees. he was appointed an 
u^jatunt tuspecEor in Ihe Minif^lry of Finance in 
1934 and In 193S un inspector. In 1939 he went 
Eo Fnirtcc to study. In 1942 lie was appointed 
Financial and Commercial Scereiory at the Turkish 
Embassy in London. In 1945 he returned to Turkey 
and held various high posts in the Ministries of 
Finance and Cornmerce. In 1946 he tvsK elected 
deputy for Kocacli and became Minister of Finance 
on the furAiaiion of the Gumiltuy CabitKt sti 
January 1949. He was defeated in the 1950 and 
1954 dcciions, und after a peritKj of obscurity has 
recently become more prominent in P R.P. affairs. 
Re-cIcctetPn P R P. Deputy for Ankara in the 1957 
elections. 

He sp^ks good EnglLsh and French, and wa-s 
divorced in 1953 from u charming wife. 


9. .\bsahi;r, Dzet, General 

Born in 1894 at Tosya, he was commissioned in 
IU|4 and served In ihe Durdnnelles, Palestine and 
on the Russian front. In the War of fndependence 
he fought as a Captain; and in 1929, then u 
Licuicfiant-ColoneL he wen I on ti mililaiy mission 
to Afghani^itan. By 1940 fie whs a Divisional 
Commander, and by 1944 a Corps Comfiiandcr, In 

1948 he WdS promuted Genera], and in 1949 Vkc- 
Chief of the General StaS. Clo.wly iisBoctLiicd with 
Ehe P.R.P.. he was replaced in June 1950. but he 
managed to ingratlaie hinvtelf with the Democrat 
Minister of Defence and became Sccrctury-General 
of the Supreme Council for National Defence. In 
SepEcmbcr 1932 he was appointed ambassador in 
Tokyo and later in the year he was accredited also 
lo the Chinese Nationalist Government in Formosa. 
In May [955 he was appi^inted Ambassador [o 
Tehran. 

General Aksatur was considered to be one of the 
ablest ol Ihe Turkish Commanders in his day. He 
was prepared Eo accept new ideas and was very 
friendly to British ofllccrs, He apeaks fair French 
and some German His wife, who is much younger 
Lhem he. speaks French and some English and is 
very friendly. 

1U. .M4.tirgaL Lkreni 

Bom in 19(1 at Istanbul and studied archaeology 
ut the Unrier?kly of Berlin. Kc has been Professor 
of Archaeology at ihc University of Ankara since 

1949 and is Secretary-General erf the Turkish History 
5oc]eiy, a jnember of the institutes of Archaeology 
tu Berlin and \'ienna and uri honorary memhet of 
Ihc Si>ciety for she Pronnotson of Hellenic Siudies. 

He has published a number of works on the 
archaeology of Turkey and has made muny cxeuva- 
lions in Anuloliu purlieularly the excavation of Uic 
iild town of Izmir in collaboration with Ebc British 
Institute of Archaeology in Alhciiiih 

Kc S}>eaks German. French and English. 

11 . .\lrhican, Sadik, .Admiral 

Born at izniir in IS96. Gradmiting in E9I3, he 
was id command of destroyers froni 1934 to 1941 
Sind of the Submarine Fled "from 1941 eo 1944. He 
was proflioted rear'admiral in 1946 and vice-admiral 
in [947. He was until August 1949 Admiral 
Commanding the Naval Training at Heybeliadu, 
where he took active steps to inaugui^lc the new 
systern of training officers and ratings on Royal 
Njvy lines. .Appointed Commandef-indlier, 
l urkish Fleet, in July 1949 Alter the 1950 general 
elections he wits appoioEed Comniander-m-Chief of 
the Naval Forces, a post corresponding to that of 
Firs! Sea Lord. PntTnioted Admiral (junior) in 1951 
iind Admiral (sentor) In August 1955. and also held 
the appoimmem of NATO Nasul Area Commander 
tCOMEDNOREAStJ. 

Rcilrcd in September 1957, to stand as a Democrat 
Party candidate for Oiresun where fie was elected 
in the October 1957 general electicins. 

A submarine specialist who received his early 
training in Germ-my. Admiral AHitlCan W'jis u pro¬ 
gressive and cnicienl OJtieer and ihe Only Turicish 
Admiral who can oompeie with the army generals 

equal term^ at prc.sent. Speaks little English and 
fair German, ,A bachelor. 

1 2. .41yo|« HRilm, t>r, 

A Turk from Crete, born about I9W, Studied 
law ut Istanbul University and in Paris. Appointed 
Dircclor-Gencral of Press, Broadcasting and Tourism 
iu 1950, und visited the United Kingclom in 1953 as 
leader of a Turkish Press delegalton. Visiied the 
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UnilcJ Stales in 1954 arici repfesent^d Turkey 
Libroad ;i| several iniernatiOiidt cvnrcrences. 

He fetl Frcm favour wilh tbe Priiuc Midl^icr In 
3954 und was r«niH;>ve{j froju the Democrat Party list 
of parlianwriLary candidates. He stood unsuLi^cH^i- 
fully LIS an Inc^pendeFii: in ihe 1954 elect ions tinJ 
lost his jOb at the Press bureau. He reiuined ic 
favour in I95^l and lu December wjis reappointed lo 
his old post. In October 1957 he resigned, at the 
Prime Minister's wish, to stnnd as ;j DcmocnLi Fany 
cundidnte in the elections and was duly eteoled chi 
die DeniLjcnii Party list for C^nakkulc. 

Dr. Alyot ha^^ written books an Press fegisUtlon 
and elcctonil methods and be took pan in the Omfi* 
ing of the new Turkish EkcUmal Law of 1950, He 
W anibiliouh und ratiier pompous but afraid of 
responsibility and reluctant to take new inidaiives. 
The Press department was not very efficiently run 
under him. He speaks French and Greek and. though 
sensitive, is friendly lo us. 

I5. Ariburua, Tekhk Mnjur-GeiKral 

Born in IsLiubul m 1905, he joined [he Army in 
1925 and transferred to the Air Force as a pilot in 
1926. After long studies in Britain and Turkey, he 
was A.vsistanE Air Attache in Berlin rrom 1956 to 
1938^ and Air Attache in Washington from 1941 to 
1943 and 1946 to I94S. After appointments including 
Deputy Ditecior of Operations and Training in the 
Turkish General Staff, and Divisional Cotninander 
at Eski^hif , he was appointed Chief of Stafi, Turkish 
Air Fofce, in September 1954. In 1956 he fell foul 
of the Turkish General Staff as a result of hLs cfTohN 
to lobby for the separation of the Air Fcrfct from 
the Genets] Staff structure, and was transferred to 
fimtir lo Open n new Training Command. Aflei 
about a year in thU appointment he was appoinied 
Deputy Commandant of the War School at fstanbul. 

General Aribiirun a an intelligent and jiighly 
compeicni oflker but it is likely tliut his fonlirighL 
ideas wilj prove an obstade to his further advance- 
mcni. His wife, Madame Perihan Ariburun, is also 
c^tremeli^ intelligent and an active feminist. She is 
a practising barrister and was elected a Demoent 
Puny Deputy for Izmir in the October 1957 generj.! 
elections. 

Both Che Ariburuns speak excellent English and 
both are estreme and highJy sensitive nationalists. 
.At timth ihjs high sense of nationalism appears to 
induencc the CeneraFs judgment and it ceituinlv 
has a marked clTcct on his wife's character. Tliey 
have iwo children, a boy and d girl: the boy is 
unfonjunatcly spastic. 

t4. .^mutn, Kcfet, V'kc-Admiral 

Bom about 1906, a regular naval officer. He hu.-^ 
been Naval Attache at Rome and was (in 1953) 
the first Turkish Naval Representative ai Hcad- 
i|uartcrii. Allied Forces, Mediterranean, in Malta. 
Appointed Comnuinder of the Surface Action Group 
in ]954 and Oirector of Iniclligcncc of the Turkish 
General Staff in 1955. Tran.sfcrred as. Chief of StalT 
to Commindcr-in-ChicC Turkish Navy, in 1956 
Promoted rear-admiral in 1952 and vice-admiral in 
1955. 

He speaks English and Italian aiid is married 
lo a thannifig wife who speaks a little Italian. He 
i.^^ able and entightened and popular in the Navy. 
An admirer of the R^al Navy. He did much m 
his nppoiniment as Direrior of Intelligence IP case 
the irksome resiiietions to which Foreign ^rvrcc 
Attaches were formerly subjecl. 

15, Ardk, $<df 

Of Gcdegiafi descent he was born in Istanbul in 
about 1907 and was cdunLiated there at the 
Gal.Liasar.iy LyCtt. He served in Greece for 


several years us u member of the ^ii^ed Cortimiitee 
dirating with the c:<chan£e of ropuhitions and in the 
miJ~thirtic> joined the Anatolian Agency in which 
lie rose to be principal editor. During the last war 
he vtiis ilie agency’s special cortcspondcnt in 
Hudjj|Kst and after the occupation by the Red Army, 
wav irimsfcrrcd lo Athena in the same capacity, in 
I94fi he resigned from t)ie agency uin.1 w'as appointed 
Head of the Foreign New's und Monitoring Depan- 
meiii! of the Press Bureau, At the same time he 
began to make daily broadcasts as the editor of 
Rijifio /twri'?(d. a semi-official review of pohiicul 
events. 

In this luticr capacity, he establLshed liLv 
reputation uniong the Democrat Parly leaders as a 
political propagandist and in August 1953 he was 
appcrinicd Head of the AmttoEian Agency. He now 
enjoys the favour of the Prcsidcni und the Prime 
Minister, both of whom he has regularly aceompaftied 
on tours in Turkev and abovad. including the 
President s visit to the United Kingdom for Ihc 
funeral of King George V|. 

£t(^ fun^uccessfulLy) as a 33emocrat Ptirty 
candidate for Huiay in the Ociober 1957 elections 
und has now returned to the .Agency. 

Unreliable and erratic, he is iniclligcnt and has 
a kiwn sense of journalism Apparently friendly 
to Us bill an unit tractive personality, lie speaks 
French. Russian und undetsiands English, German 
and Greek. He has an atirnctlvc and uiobiLiouii wife 
who Speaks English, French and kierman, und i> 
something of a cttiin'ttyutiie. 

(6. .\luy, F>llb Rlfki 

Born in Istanbul in 1^894, he was cducaEcJ at 
Galalasaray and biecamc a teacher. At the end of 
J920 he joined Mustafa Kemal and wrote for ihe 
nationalist Press. He was Deputy for llolu from 1923 
lo 1935 Eind for Ankara from 1935 lo 1950. During 
thii lime he went on several missions ubroiid and 
attendt^ a number of internationul conferences. He 
lost his scat in the A^isemblv In the general elections 
of mo. 

For many years he was chid leader-writer of 
Vftts, the olfidal paper of the P.R.P. Government l 
and during ihe lust wjir 3ils nrilctcs showed ihui his 
sympyihifls lay with Ihe Allies. As u close adviser 
of Aimilrk and later of M, Inonii he was an 
important figure in Kemali.<![ Turkey. Up 10 the 
full ol the Peker Government in Severn her 1947. 
Early in 1952 he founded the P.R P. daily Duftya. 
One of Turkey ’s most talented writers and one of our 
most consislenE supporters, he is still a powctful and 
popular opposition writer. Always a member of the 
Cori;>4;rvaiivc wing of the P.R.P, he liLis attacked the 
GovernnlL-nt over a long period, though at one lime 
he changed his line lo support them aguinsl rcligjoim 
reaction, apparently rcsLprmdcd ui ilic lime of the 
1954 clcciitms to the aiicniion of ihc Prime Minister, 
and acted with some caution in 1955 while under the 
threat of conriscalion of his printing plant by the 
Treasury on the grounds that It was a P.R.P. property 
illegally acquired. He has since thrown caution to 
the winds and attacks the Govern men t rtlenllcssly. 
vkiay Is conceited and ambitious, a gambler and, a 
sprccuhilor. he makes enemies, but is found of social 
life. 

Formerly President of the Comniiiution for tile 
Reform of I he Turkish Alphabet, he was a notable 
champion of the new script. He speaks French. 

17i, .Athtmugoras H.A.H., f, 

Botn In I&86. a Turkish citizen of Epirus, he 
completed his studies al the Theological Faculty of 
Halki (Princes Islanils) in 1909, and waj appointed 
Archdeacon in Monuslir, where he distinguished 
himself by his support of the Greek population. He 
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left Monastir for Athens in 1916 when the lown 
occupied by German and Bulgarian forces and 
was Inter elected Metropolitan of Corfu. He took 
part in vcvcrul Christian congres-scs, including the 
Lambeth Conference, and in 1930 was appointed 
.Archbi.‘,hLvp of New York, where he worked for a 
reconciliation bciwccn alt ihc OnhodoK Churchcfi 
in the United States. 

Whibt he wflv, in .Vnierica he acquired United 
Stiitc^L citi:^iiship. bin later renounced it when tn 
November 1948, to the satisfaction of the State 
DepLirtmeni and of che Turkish authorilics, he was 
electeef tEcumertittil Patriareh- 

Aihcnagoras is very uciivc, il:np^c^^ive and a man 
of subtlety. He enjoys the full Support of the 
Creek Gov'crnment but has naturally met ^omc local 
opjwsition in his attempts lo reform the Greek 
OrihodoK Church. He h popular with the Turks 
and oji good terms wilh the Turkish Govcrnmcnl. 
In ihe spring of 1952 he Mchangod visits with the 
Prime Minister. His prestige wns further enhanced 
by the a^urte.^ics shown to him by the King and 
(juctn Ilf the Hellenes during their visit to Turkey 
in June 19,52, Strongly anii-Communist and well 
disposed lo Bntain and America, he has attempted 
to reduce the Muscovite influence in the Orthodox 
F[itriarchaiC5 of the Middle Easi. He has $n far 
refrained frsvm laking sides in ihc Anglo-Creck 
dispute over Cyprus. Behaved with dignity and 
restrain I after the riots of September 6-7, 1955, and 
the Turkish Government were quick to oiler him 
moral amends. Has subsequenily used all hiv 
intlacncc lo re-esiablish good relations with the 
Government and to re-create an atmosphere Of 
security amongst his flock, although he ha^ from lime 
to time come under heavy fire in the Grand N’aiional 
Assembly froiri cntrcmisis in the Democrat Furty 
on charges of anti-Turkish and pm-Crcck ptrlieica) 
activity: He knows Fnglijih, French. Turkish. 

Russian. Italian and German as well as Greek, 

18. AygiiPi, Ktnial 

Born abi>ut 1910. he joined thf PolirCc Force and 
held several posits in the Istanbul Directorate of 
Police, including that of Head of the Fourth Scaiun, 
which deaLs with foreigners. When the Dkrmwrais 
came to power in 1950 he was appointed Chief gf 
Police In Istanbul, and in 1952 he was appointed 
V'ijli of Ankara and acting Dircclor-Gencral of 
Security in the Ministry of tnicrior. In May 1954 
he became acting Mayor of Ankara as well as Vali, 
but no lojiger Director-General of Security. After 
the riou of September 6 7, 1955, he wait reappointed 
Director-General of Security and relinquished the 
officer of Vali and Mayor, In September 1957 he 
was jgLiln appointed Vati of Ankara and relinquished 
Ihc Directorate-General of Security. 

M. Aygdn is a nephew of M. Koralran (it v.) and 
a man of trLfiucnce who is cloiu to the Prime Miul.^ier. 
He is qAtrciiiely intelligent, able arid energetic. Hi^ 
main preoccupation is the imptovenienl the 
Turkish police force, and he li>oks lo British cilice 
methods a$ an example. Ln March 1956 he visited 
Ihe United Kingdoin under British Council auspices 
nfutinly to study pvdice metl^s. 

Jovral and fond of wrestling. M. Aygiin is a good 
friend of Britain, He understands some French and 
English bui prefers lo express ham.self in Turkish 
only. 

19, BaIuji, Cabal 

Born in Istanbul in 1911, he studied law and later 
took up journalism and odilcd Tas%ir until ihc paper 
ceased publication in 1949, 

Elecied Independent Deputy for Utabul in 1946. 
he uctivcly oppo^ the P.R.P. Government and in 
1950 was elected Democrat Deputy for Izmir, 


He hiiv hcert a memhrr nf the Foreign 
Commiiicc l^ Ihe Assembly, u delegate to ihc 
Assembly oj' the Council of Europe and Chairman 
of the Inicrpurliamcmury Union Conference in 
Istanbul in 1951, Re-elected a Deputy in 1954. 

By 1956 hfs ariicic.s in his paper Trtciitimtt were 
becoming increasingly anti-Govemment. and in 
November 1956 lie resigned from the Democrat 
Party and joined Ihc Freedom Party. He scv^rcd 
his connection uith Tirulftuifi and became editor 
of the new Freedom Party Ankara daily. Fern' Gii». 
TJiis paper has already ^ined a rcputalion for 
inaceoracy and for a violeniiy nml-GovernTnem 
trend. The front [lage is iioi infrequcrilly filled 
alm^UiL entirely with ^rfTttuth. M, Babuii failed to be 
re-clectcd «s a Freedom Party Deputy in 1957. 

Proud of his Kurdish origin, M. Baban is good 
Jiumoured :jnd friendly to u^i bui rather unreliable. 
In September 1956 he vlsiicd the t’nited Kingdom 
with It priy of Turkish journalisiis and appeared 
niOj»[ i-;uasli^ wilh his vi^ii. He speaks French and 
German. 

Ill, Babau, SUkrii 

Burn in Istanbul of Kurdish origin in li}9,^. he 
studied law in Istanbul and Paris, and became a 
journalist before tbe first world war. After the end 
of the first war he is vaiil lo h-.ivf been associated 
wilh movements for Kurdish independence. Aban¬ 
doning journuIisTTi, he became teacher, and later 
pirofessor. of economies at htanbul University, 

He resunwd journalism during ihe second world 
war in Tusvir^ which belonged to his nephew Cihal 
Baban In 1946 he became leader-writer of 

Few Saf^h. His main lines arc economics and anti- 
colonialism. 

Ill early 1957 he fell foul of the then Minister of 
Labour. M, Turban over a series of seminara 

at the economic faculty of Istanbul University, which 
the Minister alleged were unti-Government and even 
i4ubvcrsivc. He has however weathered Ihc storm 
and the echrxrs of the affair have died down. 

2 K Burias Ccmil 

Bom in Istanbul in 1905, he siudiod taw in Kianbul 
and Heidelberg. After practising law for some time 
he was elected P.R.P. Deputy for Ga?Jlanlep in 1947. 

tn June 1^8 he was appointed Minister of Com- 
mcree* and in Jane 1949 Minislcr of Stale in charge 
of foreign aid. He acted as Minister for Foreign 
.Affairs in the absences of the Minister. 

He lost hi$ seat in the general cleclions of 1950, 
and returned to practise as a barrUtcr. Owner-editor 
of the pro-P,R,P. Ankara dully. Stm liuvffiih. He 
was un unsuccessful P.R.P. candidate in the ekcuon.'t^ 
in Muy 1954. He also visited the Uniied Kingdom 
in 1954 with the party Turkish joumulisi^, He 
adviKales Fabian ^vcialism and would like lo found 
a party on those lines. 

He was_ an urnLuceessful P.R.P. candidate for 
Gaziantep in the October 1957 elections. Incidents 
broke out in the town after the eketions which the 
Democrat Puity won wilh u very narrow margin and 
M. Barlas and the other unsuccessful P.R-F. 
candidates were arrested for complicity. 

M. Bark-S is pleasant and helpful but volatile and 
liable to make impetuous statements. He speak.v 
French and German and favours German inieresss. 
He is marriiid and has two children. 

12. Banit^u, Fiik .4hmel 

Bom in Trabzon in 1894. a graduate of the 
Istanbul University Luw Faculty. Published a news- 
psiper during the War of Independetwe. Etecied 
Deputy for Trabzon in 19.10, he became Depuly 
Seerclary^-Ciencral of the People’s Republican Party 
in 1945. Minislcr of Stale and Deputy Prime 


CONFIDENTIAL 








CON^'iI)^;^TIAL 


6 I 


MinUlci' in M, Sukn'S CjibincC from l^^47 to 1949. 
Re-ctccEfd j Deputy in t950 but faikd for re-tl«ction 
in He remained in nlwcurity inr iwo or three 

years but was elected ii mcmbci' of ihc P.R.F. 
Epiceutivc Conimitlec in 1956 and reg 4 iined his seal in 
the NntionaL Assembly as a F.R-P. Deputy for 
Ankara m Ociobcr I'JS'T. 

M Barul^u has uluuys been a motlcrate In the 
P.R.P. and he has wtJTketl in tht past to tmpinnve 
reJjtions between tine P.R.P. and the l^mocmt 
Party. He cmtiniands q gnod deni of respect and 
populaiiiy in his Party. He speaks French. 

Bastiniiir^ 7xki 

Bom in Surmenc in 1905. he bceattK intcicstcd 
in CornmunisTti at an early age and in E926 he 
studied Marxism in Ru.uia. On his return tu Turkey 
he dki bii niilitary service and ^vas Licr employed 
ft>f seven or cipht yeois os a clerk in the Prime 
Minister's Lihraiy. 

In 1944 he served a year's imprisanmenL and, on 
his release, becanie active in the reorgunliiaiiOTi of 
the Turkish Communist Party, which had been 
broken up by the Ankara arrests in 1944. During 
the years from 1946 lo 1953 he was the Central 
Organiser of the elandestinc party throughout 
Turkey and kept in close touch with the provrneini 
committees in Apkaran Istanbul and fzjnir. 

On October 28, 1951, he was re-arrested and tried 
with IEt4 Turkish Communists in 1954, receiving a 
■sentence of ten years' Imprisonment on October 7, 
1954. 

24, tiayir, Cela! 

Born at Gemlik in I $184 and educated pri va ety, 
he became cash id' in ihe Bursa branch of the 
Deuischt One Id Bank. .After servirvg in the War 
of Independence as a guerrilla, he wo.'^ elected J^puty 
for Izmir and appointed Minister of Nniionul 
Economy in I92i. Appointed Minister of Rcoon- 
st^etiod in 1924. he stwn resigned to become 
Oimrior^Gencral of the 1:? Bank, whilii remaining 
it Deputy. 

In 1932 he waii again appointCi:] Minister of 
National Economy and during next fevv years 
visiiisd Athens, E.ondon, Paris and Berlin as head 
or member of detcgaiioni dcgodaiing various 
economic agreements. 

in 1937 he became aciing Prime Minister to allow 
Jnbnii a rest: and when itidmi nesigned soon aftcr- 
w-ards he was apjwintcd Prime Minister He 
remained Prime Mmisier dficr the election of Infinii 
dS Pfesidcint in I93S. but rC'^igncif Unexpectedly in 
1939 at ;i time when several ^rrious financial 
^ipndaU were being investij^aied. No stigma of 
direct responsibility for these scandals allached itself 
lo Bayer personally. 

At the end of 1945, with Adnan Afendcres uiid 
Fual KopriiliJ, he founded the Democrat Party and 
betaine its leader He hiinsetf wa^ elected Deputy 
for Istanbul in 1946. but his party won only awut 
50 seats. In rhe general clcctious of May 1950 his 
party was returned to power with a hinge majority 
.intj he was subsiOLfuemjy eloded the third President 
of the Republic, at Ihc same time resigning from the 
oHidal leadership of the Dcnii’scrat Patty. 

fn February 1952 he headed Ihe Turkixb Delega¬ 
tion to the funeral of Hrs Maf«ly King George VJ, 
and in Jiinuarv 1954 paid a sucoessful oftlcial visit 
to ihe United States He nlw paid State vlnHv to 
Piikiwjm. Lebanon. Iran and Jordan in 1955, He 
WHS re-elected Prcsidcfit of I lit Republic on Mny 14, 
1954, ami again oa Novenjber I* 1957. 

M, BayuTs manners ir puhlic are ctivy and 
informal and he has dispens^ with the formnliiy 
and ceremony which used in suiround M. Indnu. 
Thi.Jt, togeihcr with his reputation Jor hone.SEy, 


ibincerity and capability has given him high prestige 
iind popularity in the country. 

Although uL hrst it seemed that he intended to 
retain eflcctive power in his hands, he has tended 
more and more eo leave Ehc eenduet of allairs to his 
Prime Mmister. M. Mendcrcs. During recent years 
there hav\' been niiiity rumour.s of difterences beiwiien 
the Preddent and the Prime Minister and the view 
wasi fairly widely expressed that M. Bayur hud 
engineered the Cabinet crisis of November 1955. 
Since then, however signs tjf rifi^ have decreased 
I except occasionally over cunErtwcriial personalities 
such as M. Zoriu (</.c,i ) and M. Bayar has fre¬ 
quently uecompoLnied the Prime Minister on pro¬ 
vincial [ours. He naturally $how^ complete 
^illdarity with the Prime Minister during the election 
campaign in October 1957, It has also been said 
that M. Bayer would like to sec more executive 
power concintraicd in the President's hands, but that 
he foels himvcir eoo xdd to enter into u struggle to 
achieve this for himsetf. and would prefer to end his 
poliiicaL enreer in Turkey Eisa veneraied elder siales- 
man. It is however widclj felt that any moderating 
inbluence which he may have had on (he Prime 
Minister is Krudually deercaslng. He is pcrsaiuilty 
well-disposeo (o the British and a hrm believer In 
Ehc Tuncti-Briilsh connecEmn. 

He is niafried wiih ifiree children and speaks a 
little French. In 1955 he made a rapid recfvvcry 
from a serious tnicmal operation conducted by 
Mr. Miliin. an Irixh surgctm. 

2!. Buyur, A'usef J-fikniet 

Born in Istanbul about 1882 and educated at 
GtiliittoUray, he entered the Turkish Foreign Service 
and served in Paris, Berlin. London, and in ihe 
Ministry, Appointed Minister in Belgrade in i925> 
he became private secretary to the Presidcni of [he 
Republic in 1927. Aml:>as.va<li>r in Kabul from 1928 
lo 1932 and Secretary-General of ihc Presidency of 
the Republic from 3 932 to 1933. when he was 
eIccEcd Deputy for Manisa- He w-as soon appointed 
Minister of I-duCXtiOn. bul resigned m |9?4. 
OxlcTisibly to devote himself to historical studies. 

Ill 1946 he joined the Democrni Parly, but left In 
1948 lo join the National I’ariy, of which lie was 
chairman in 1950 to 1951. Defeated in the 1950 
gcncnil elections, he remained editor of the National 
Parly newspaper Kmlrei uniil it ceased publicmion 
in July 1952. 

A firm opponent of religious reactiOTi. M, Bayur 
eventually resigned from the National Party tn 1953 
iU5t bcbirc the party was pro,scribed. He was erccicti 
utn Independent Deputy in the Democrat Party list 
in Ihe 1954 and again in the 1957 elections. Although 
he hns in the past been critical of Democrat Party 
auLhorilarianrsm, he has recently become fully 
rcconeilcd to Ihe party and is now a frequent 
spokesman against the Opposition, cspedalty 
M. InjJnd and the Republican Nalional Purty lihc 
suH.iK.sor to his old party), 

26. Bi-lbez, likret 

Born about 1906. a career diplchtiiai who has 
served in London. He has been Sccreiaty-General 
of the Presidency of the Republic since Hiriy I9SS. 
He wail previously presidcptl Bayaf’sCTtcr dc Cabinet 
itml acting Secreiary-General. Pcrscuialiy dcvcii^ to 
PrcsidetiP Bayur and known lo be concerned at the 
weakness of the Presidency in rebiioii to the 
Executive headed by a forceful Prime Minister with 
ft docile Assembly, he is probably a conscientious 
and able oflicinl. but U is doubtful whether he ha.s. 
much induencc- 

He appears to be in delicate health. Mamed to 
Ihe dau^icr of a former Foreign Muiljstty oBkial. 
Both he and his wife speak good English and French 
and are friend ty and agreeable. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


I 7 


27, Bfte, Refel, General 

Born 'dt Truovo in 1881, he Itrst achieved fume as 
the defender of Gaza in L9I6. and was a Corps 
Commander in PakNlinc in I91S. He became one of 
hfustafa KcmalN chief commanders in the War of 
Indepcndcnct, He held ollkc os Minister of Ehe 
Interior, Minister of National Defence and Governor 
of Thrace. 

Elected Dcptiiy for Istanbul in 1923 he opposed 
the Republic and supported the <raliph. He liter 
became one of ihe leaders of Ji new Progressive 
Party. In 1926 he was tried for conspiracy against 
Atattifk'i life bul wa.s acquilted- 

He w'a.s elected Independem Deputy for Istimbut 
in J935 and again in 1947, but he lost his scat in 
l^^fX However, he remains on good icnris with the 
Oeniocrai leaders and is slJII Turki.sh represcnialivc 
on the Advisory Commission of the Untied Nations 
Near East Relief and W'orks .Agency, to which he 
was appoinied in |949. 

General Bclc, who was one of the most able of 
The Naiionaiist leaders, is a vivneiou.^ and plca.sant 
old gentleman. His prcslige is .sEiU high, but he 
belongs (o the psL He is not often seen in Turkey 
nOwatlays : he seems lo be .scllltng down in Betrul 
and hiLS health is said to be failing. He speaks 
French. 

lit. Bdge, Burlnn 

Bt>m in 1899 he was esiucaii!^ at the Galatasarjy 
LyCi^ and in Germany ai Munich and Kassel. Fc^ 
a lime he was private $ucreiBry to the President and 
in ihe early thirties acted as Analolian Agcitcy 
correspondent in the ILdkans. From 1933-43 he 
was Director of the Pres.v Bureau under the Mini.siry 
of ihe Interior and, after leaving ihe public service, 
joined the DomotTui Parly in 194ft, working fur them 
as a journalisi in I:itrnir as editor of the newspapicr, 
Deittiikftii Izfnir. He left the paper in 1948 as the 
result of a difference with the p^rty leaders und in 
1949 became a contributor to the Istanbul daily, 

istatihttt. 

Just befare the General Election of 19S0* he left 
the Democrat Party and during ihe election campaign 
sifongly supported tiw P R,P, The parly’s defeat at 
the polbi was a severe bbw to his prospects and 
he disappeared from the public view for some time. 
Adman Mcndcncsi, however, still retained a good 
opinion of him and he is now back in full favour as 
a member of the board of control of the Government 
organ, Zn/rr, recently acting as ediior-in-chicf. and a 
regular broadcaster. In 1954 he proved an exacting 
and (jucrulous leader of a ^oup of Turkish 
journaiisls who were guesLs of Her Majesty's 
Govcrnrucni on a visit to Ihe United Kingdom, 
though he has shown evidence of the visH's educative 
effect upon him. Elected ft Democral Party iX-puty 
for Mu^ in She elections of October 1957. 

An experienced pumalisl. he is capable and 
intelligent and enjoy.s ihc friendship and patromige 
of the Prime Minislcf, Formerly irtartied to the 
Hungufinn film actresi. T^n-Ticit Gabor; his present 
wife, who Ls his ihtrU. does not appear in public. 
During his varied career, he has—not surprisingly - 
earned a repuiaiion for unreliabiliiy and c4 being a 
lunieout. 

He is pro-Brilish and speaks good English, 
French and Ciemian. 

29. BenderlHiglu, Vtif 

Bom in Ankara about 19(15. he Studied law in 
Istanbul and pnicrtised Os a lawyer until he was 
elected Mayor of Ankara soon afier the victory of 
the Dcmoctat Party in the general elections of 1950. 
In 1951 he was also elected to the Executive 
Committee of the l>eraocrat Party. 


fn I95i he vlviied the United Kingdom ai ihe 
invitation of rhe British Council and came buck ver> 
pleased with hi.>; receptiun there. In 1952 he attended 
an International Conference of Mayors in the United 
States. Elected a Democral Pdny Deputy (for 
Vozgsrt 111 Dcinber 3957- 
M. IkrtcJeflto^u has a reputation for honesty and 
for being a ntoderatlng InHuenee within the Demo¬ 
crat Party. He is alleged to be an opponent of 
M. Mcndcres*.s uncompromising altitude tow^rd.s the 
Oppovhion. 


3U. Berk, Medrni 

Born in Aksuray an I9I.V A graduate of the 
Economics Faculty of hiiiiibul Univenity, Has 
.served in Ihe Depun men i of Monopolies and was 
for some time a Branch Manager in the Agricultural 
B^ank. En 1950 he joined the General Directorate of 
Agricultural Co-operatiscs and from 1931 until 1957 
was Director-General of the Real Eviatc and Credit 
Bank. 

Fleeted a Dcnaocrai Parly Deputy for Nigde in 
the October 1957 ejections when he was in fact the 
only Dennjerat out of the seven Deputies returnL'd 
for that pmvincc. Appoimcd Minister of Conilruc¬ 
tion lEt new Ministry created lo deal with the 
exiCnsivc town planning openilions) in the lifth 
Mendenes Cabinet in Noveittber 1957. 

M. ik^rk has a reputation for honc-sty and industry. 
He 1 $ said lo Isc a close friend of the Prime MinlstCT 
and to have worked wiih him during the early pan 
of 1957 on the various lown planning scheme.^. He 
is married and speaks French. 


.3L Beyaili, Vshyk ICcinil 

Boni in IS84, the ohlod and generally accepted to 
be the grcatcsi of Turkish conicmporaTy poets, He 
h fCfiafdcd as the unoffVclal p«| laureate of Turkey 
and ha.v had considerable innuenoe on Tutirish poetry 
through two general tons. His poems have appeared 
in anthologie; and texi books, hut have not been 
published in full collected form. Nevertheless they 
are symbolic of ihc changes in the Turkish poetic 
tradition through the last days cf the Ottoman 
Empire and into the revolutionary period. 


32h Birgi, Miiharrem .Nuf| 

Born in Islanhul in 1908, he studied at Galata- 
suray, ii> Paris bnd in Geneva. A eorcer diplomat, 
he ha.s served in ’l^aihington, Vichy and Madrid. 
KecftUed lo Ankara, he was appoini«l succcssivtily 
head of the Coordination Department, head of the 
Consular Dcptirtmcut. head of the Second Depart- 
menl, Aiis.ijitani Secretary-Genera] and, at the 
hcfinning of I9S3, Under-Secreiary of State in the 
Ministry. 

In O^ober 1954 he sueceeded M. A^kalin 
as SccrciaTy-General, having for siomc lime earried 
most of the irnportimt work of the Ministry' on hi$. 
shoulders. As Secretary-CiencTnl he nearly alway-t 
accompanied the Prime Minister ur>d Foreign 
Minister on ollkjal vi^tii abroad. He attended the 
Ixmdon Conference on Cyprus in Augu.s:t 1955 and 
was responsible for the production of most of the 
documents on Cyprus produced by the Turkish 
Govcrnmcnii. He headed the Turkish Delegation to 
the London Confetenee on Sue? in -Augu.st 1956- 

As SocrctaTy'-Cicneral he worked almcst single- 
hamled. delegating very little authority and thereby 
dcluyirtg Ihc execution of routine business. Ho 
worked vety closely with Ihe Prime Minister, whose 
confidence he clearly enjoyed, and was invariably 
Iiel|iful lo us. He Was appointed Ambassador at 
London, replacing M. Ui^UplU ((f.v,) in March 1957, 
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M. i'i ol more lhan avcriiKc iniclllgcncc ar;iJ is 
papular among tti.s coMcagu». k jncLined la push 

sublkly 1:0 Ihe poini whcne ai^non becomfii dilticult; 
nevcr[hcli:s 4 ;, hi> rise ihroiigh the ranks itic Turkish 
Foreign S^rvici; hn^ been rapid. Her h fond of music 
and antiques. He speaks uucclknil French and good 
English. He is datorasd From his wtfe and Tiveu wilh 
his mother who is said to cscrcisc some inllucnoe 
over liim. 

M. Bii^tikba^l, Osittan 

Biirn in KirMhir in he studied taw. He 

joined the Demoenit Party soon after its faundaiion 
ro but qiiarrelkd w-jth the party leaders und 

founded the National Pa fly. 

Elected Depttly for Kir^ehir in the 1950 general 
eleclion$. he vas ihe anSy National Party Deputy 
in ihe Assembly. Pliiyed a leading pan in ihe 
formation of the Republican National Party early 
m 1954. after the suppression of the National Party, 

He is considered to be ihc uhle.st oimior in 
lurkey; his speeches invariably draw targe 
audiences and his personal popularity lb out of 
proportion to the powx'r oT his patty. Although he 
was largely responsible For the falilure of the three 
mm in Opposition parties to conaborale in the 
autumn of 1956 to form a unuixl Opposition to the 
Governmeni. h!> attacks on the Demoaai Party 
regime became increasingly violent. .At the end of 
June rhS? he attacked M. Menderci in the National 
.Assembly in lemis of the strongest personal abuse. 
A-i a nrsuli his Parllamenlury imniunity waii lifted 
und he was imprisoned, on July I. 1957. on a charge 
nf irrsulting Ihc moral in( 4 ^rity of the .Assembly. 
He rcmairtetl in prison throughout the election cam¬ 
paign of October 1957 and, although he was 
tC'clecled j D;;puty for his home province of 
Kir^hir. he was not released from Prison until 
December I. 1957. His imprisomnciit has generally 
made a niarryr of him and his popularlly has 
probably increased accordingly. 

He t& u colourful and magnetic personality, 
utihough apparently little mote [ban a demagogue. 
It is tloubtlul whether he would he etTcetive cKCcpi 
in opposition. He speaks a liulc French, und ii. 
married to a wife who spcjikv Tutkish only- 

34. IhidiikujtEa- Eval 

Biifn in Hulikesir in 1911 he studied law and 
served in various posts in the Mlnlsiry' of Jumpcc. 
after which he practised as a lawyer in Balikesir 
Fleeted DcitiHxrat Party l>eputy for Ualikcalr in 
1950 and re-elected in 1954. Has for some years 
been one of the Vtce-thairmen of the Grand 
National Assembly Appointed MinLscer ol Agri¬ 
culture In the fourih Mendefes Cabinet in Doccniber 
1955. he has rtkU so far shown any marked ability, 
and has gained a tepulation for Hubservienec to tlK 
Prime Minister^ wishes- .Appointed Minister of 
Justice in the Jifth Mcmletes Cabinet in November 
1957 in succession to M. (iljkEurk tt^.v.). 

Speaks only Turkish. 

.A5. Bttrfttk, kifki Salim 

Born in Ankara in 1913^ he is a graduate of the 
School of PolIIleal Science^ of which he is still a 
member. He was professor of diplomatic history 
there until his election O-v Dcmocriitic Deputy for 
Erzsrum in 1950. Irt March I9.^| be wjis appointed 
Minister of Customs and Monopolies. 

In October 1951 he wav elected to the Eneonivc 
CommittM of the Deniocrat Parly, and soon after- 
wards, folbwing complainiv ihat the Coniniitlee was 
packed with Ministers, he resigned from the 
GovernmenE and chose to eonEinuc to serve on Ehe 
(' ommiticc- However, in April 1953 he was brought 


back into the Government as Minister of Educuiion. 
Kc was rc-elocted u Deputy in May 1954 , but was 
re[ 3 l 5 ced at the Ministry of Education by the former 
Minister of Stale, Celal Yardimci He is 

a regular contributor to Zn/cr, the Government 
incuihpicce. and a member t>f live board of control. 
Re-elected a Deputy in October 1957 - 

He Is married and has two children. 

36. ^aviiyoglu, Muammer 

Bom in Ku^adasi in Izmir in FlOJ. he is a 
quaJihed engineer. He ha.s had a very sucecssfuJ 
career an a civil servant In the Ministry of Public 
Works and was in charge of the departments cent- 
cerned with town planning, buildittg, apd roads, 
highways und bridges. For two years M. Cuvu^|Ju 
waH Undcr-Secretary^ in the Ministry. He was 
elected Democrat Puriy Deputy for Izmir in May 
1954 and appointed Minister of Communioittons in 
place <jf General (.lre.sin. As he received a part of bis 
training in Germany, he had a prefemnee for 
German railway and other equipment. He Wiw, 
however, favourably disposed towards United 
Kingdom aircraft. 

He survived the Cab met criils of November 1955 
und was appointed Minister of Public Works in the 
fourih Mendcrcs Cabinet. He resigned in fXlober 
1956 for genuine reasons of ill-health and was 
subsequently operated on successfully in the London 
Chn’ie. Re-olecled a Deputy In October 1957 . 

Married with two childreUi he speaks German, 
French and English- His w'ife is most Intelligent, 
and Is an advocate for women's rights in Turkey. 
Both M- and his wife arc pTcusani and 

friendly towards us. 

37 , Cebewy> AH Funi, Centra t 

Born In tsianhul in he is vaid to have both 
Gentian and Polish blood. Graduating Front the 
Military School in 1905 . he »as Mililary Allache in 
Rome from 1908 lo | 9 ] ]. During the first world war 
he fought on the pales!ine and Caucasus fronts. He 
wa^i one of the flr^t to join Mustafa Kemal and from 
1930 to 1922 he was (he latter's Amba-fsador in 
Moscow, where he aegotiaicd the TureO’Russian 
Treaty of 1921 , Elected Deputy for Ankara in 1923 , 
he soon became associated with the oppo.sition lo 
Kemal and in 1924 he resigned from the Peopled 
Party and became Secretary-General of the new 
Progressive Parly. In 1926 he was tried for par* 
tieipation in the alleged plot against Kental huE was 
acquitted. He lived in retiremeni until 1933 , when 
he w;ij elected Deputy for Konya, 

He was Minisicf of Public Works from 1939 lo 
1943 and Minister of Communications from 1943 
to F 94 ft, In 1948 he was elected Prc.sidcnt of the 
.Assembly, but w^as replaced later in the year because 
some elcmenis in the People's Republican Parly^who 
had the support of the President of the Republic, 
objected to his liberal di-spotsltion and bis intimate 
relations wiih members of the (>ppos:i|jon. Jusi 
before ibe general elections of 1950 he resigned from 
the P.R.F. and was elected Independent t^puiy for 
Eski$chir with Dcrmocral Pany support. When the 
firsi DemocTal Government wu.s formed he hoped 10 
become Minister of Defence or Fre.sidcni of the 
.Assembly, and wi.s disappointed wheni no appoint- 
mcni w'ijs offered to him. In 1952 he led the 
Turki-sh Partlamenlary Delegation to ihc United 
Kingdom. Rew:leclcd ojs. an Indcpcnderu Deputy 
cm Ehc Dcmocnit Party list in May 1954 . and as a 
Dernocrat Deputy (for Utanbulli in October 1957 , 
He is now the doyen {by age) rvf (he Aisembly, 

.Aj a Minister General Cehesoy was above the 
average. Parsimonious but agreeable and urbane, 
hiv tast(!i iirc essentially Europc.m. Kc likes bridge 
ati;l is fond of the ladies. He speaks French. 
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38. Fethl 

Born in Burdur in 1912. he studied law at Istanbul. 
Taking tip ihe academic profession, he eventually 
iKcamc Dean of the School of Political Sciences in 
Ankars- In 1950 he was elected Dcmocrai Party 
Deputy for Burdur, otk! in April 1953 he was 
appointed Minister of Siute. with the responsibility 
for co-ordinating ihe ecoriiotnic pclick^ of the 
Government. In May I9S3 he became Minister of 
Commerce. He suffered u slight demotion in the 
Cabinetchangei erf May 1954 foBowing the elections, 
when he changed |»sls with the Minislct of State 
Industries, Siikl Yitcaii (q.v.l- 

M. (^elikba? becanw out of favour with the Prlntc 
Minister and lost his place in the Cabinet to 
M. A^a(>glu {jf.v.) at the beginning of December 
1954. He then became prominent as leader of a 
small group of IntelleciuaU in the Democrat Party 
who were catnpaigning for a repeal of '^undemo- 
ctatie’■ liiw^ and specifically for more liberal 
treatment of the Pres? and more independence For 
the judiciary. He rtsigned from the Democrat Party 
in the summer of 1955 and became cnc of ihc 
founder members of the Freedom Parly of w hich he 
was elected n Dcpuiy Piirliamcntary Group l^ad-er 
In l>cccmbcr 1955. He has since proved himself 
an eFTeclive debater in the Grand National A,vicmbly 
and the Prime Minister hirii.sclf has frequently hod 
10 speak in defence against M. Cflil^bas’s altucks 
on the Government's economic policy. 

Re-cketed an a Freadom Party Deputy for Burdur 
in I957t he Is now Ihe only prominent member oF 
ihfi Party in the .Assembly. 

[ntelligenl and critical, he h a sociable and 
Lullivatcd manir Hc is married aqd speaks Frcttch 
well. 

34>* C'u$ar, Dmir Sami 

Born in 1919. Educated ai The French School in 
Istanbul and in Paris. A journalisi by profession, 
he lirst worked for the Anatolian Agency arvd later 
us a reporter for two nmall Isiunbul papers. In 1944 
he joined Cttwhunyvi and has been the paper's 
diplomatic commentator since 1950, He vkitiid the 
United Kingdom as a guest of Her Majesiy's 
Government in 1952 and visited CyppjS in 1957- 

Fle is a trusted prot£g<f of M, Nadi and has 
guined atmtrai full control over ihc foreign policy 
of He wriiei slickly and well and is 

regarded by the proprietors of Cwnhuriyi'i as an 
adopted son. He is, however, pathologically anti- 
pjUhctic to Ihe British and British psdicics. 
parlicularEy over Cyprus, In the summer of 1957 
he wrote a series of articles following his vliit to 
Cyprus condemning British policy ihcrc in violent 
terms and wllh little regard for Ihc truth, 

411, (.’95kuii, Salih, IJt-uHiiiiQt-GMienil 

Biirn about 1898, he was commissioned about 
1918 and served as an infantry tKflicer. From 1937 
to 1939 he aitcnded ihc German Staff Col|cEa. He 
was colonel in 1946, brigadier In 1947. Dirrtior of 
Military Training in 1950 and mafor-general in 1951. 
In 1952 he eommunded the 28th Division and the 
following year served On the General Staff, In 
November 1953 he headed the Turkiiih group at the 
Balkan Pact military talks at Belgrade. He was 
promoted lieuEcruuit-ecnera] in August 1954. In 
April 1955 he visited Pakistan wi^ the Turkish 
military delegation. Director of Opcraiions and 
Training from 1954 to 1956- Appointed Deputy 
Chief of the GencroJ Staff in June 1956, 

Genentl soFiictimcs appears rather 

unpleasant and uncouth. His in-spections are 
rcp<iirted to Ik thorough and cfhcicni but he is 
probably out of dale in his, tactical kmwiedge. He 


dtves noi get on with British and American ofhccts 
and in 1952 was gudty of gross discourtesy to the 
Military Aiiactie. was forced to make ai^logies and 
was switched to another Job. He is married and has 
some knowledge of French - Lately (1955) he hM 
seemed more friendly and one may attribute his 
uncouth manner, ai any raic to .some cslent, to his 
language difikultics. 

Hts wife Madame AUye C^^rkui, is an active 
member of the Dcmacrai Party and was a Deputy 
from 1954 to 1957- She lost her scat in the Oolobcr 
1957 general elections. 

4L DejEmer, HiksiriL Dr^ 

Bom in Salonika in 18S7 of Ddnmc parents, he 
is a fanatical orthodiw Mantisi who was for many 
years Ihc Sccretury-General of the illegal Com¬ 
munist Parly of Turkey. He became actively 
irttcrestcd in communism in France during the hm 
World War and. on his fcturn to Turkey in I9J9. 
he formed the Turkish Workers' and Peasants' 
Parly» which acl(4 os a screen for the clandestine 
activities of ihc Turkish Communist Party._ in 1925 
he fled to Russia and was sentenced in his absence 
to fifteen years' Impri’iOfimcnt. Returning to Turkey 
after the amnesty in 3926, he again became active 
in building up the party. 

In December 1946 he was arrested and senienctd 
til five years* imprisonment and, although he was 
released during the second amnesty in 1950. he was 
kept under constant police supervision. As a result 
of thiv he retired from active party work in 1951. 
handins over the direction of the Central Committee 
to )tekl Bastimar and living quiefty himself 

l,j IbEanbul. where he practised professionally as a 
FpceialisE in veneretil diseases. 

In February 1952 he was arrested during ^e 
general rouml-up of Commurtit^tv. He was tried 
with 184 accused and on Oclobcr 7, 1954. scntcncaJ 
to Five y‘ears and len momhs" imprisonment. 

4J. Dcmircr. Arif 

BH.)rn in Afyon in 1909. he entered Govern mem 
service and subsequently studied ooonomics at 
Munich and Berlin Universities In 1939 he became 
Director-General of the Siuic Airways and subsc- 
qucnily DirecLor-Geaeial of the Posts, Telegraph and 
Telephone Admlnlsiraiion. Elected Demix:nii Party 
Deputy for .Afyon in 1954 and appointed Minister 
of Conmiunlcatiors in the 4th Mendcrcs Cabinet in 
December 1955. 

M. Deniirer visited ihc United Kingdom in. early 
1957 and was eventuaUy almcsi entirely responsible 
On the Turkish side for pushing throiuh the 
BOAC/THY Pariicipaiion Agreement in July 1957 
in the Face of strong American competition. Re¬ 
elected a Deputy in October 1957 but dropped rrom 
ilifl 5th Menderes Cabinet In favtmr erf Genera] 

LJ^ner (,fl,v,>. 

M. Demlfer speaks French and Cierman. He is 
agreeable and is reputed to be a good technician in 
the tlcld of communications. As Minister of Com- 
m uitiv'atlons he gave the iinpres.fion of efiidency and 
honesty and s«med very pro-British. 

43, Dikerdcni, Moliniut 

Born in 1915 at IsianbuL he studied at Galalasuray 
and graduated in 1938 from the Law Faculty of 
hlatihul University. Entered the Turkish Foreign 
Service in 1939 and Itas scrvi^ In various posts 
abroad and at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He 
was CounsenoT in Cairo until 1955 when he returned 
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs a.s; a spare Dlrecior 
General. In the Ministry he was periodically respoa- 
sibic for the Second Department (dealing with Middle 
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Pur Ease and Eastern European include 

jjig Cyprus^, Appointed Amhflissador at Amtitan in 
April 1957. 

Ai ihe Mtni^uy M, Dtkerdeni wai always helpful 
.md rricndly and talked freely, although it wa5 sume^ 
hmes ditlicult ro undentand whether he was 
esi^prc^sing a pcrscmal point of view or his Govern- 
mtnfs. Ht iS divorced frortl his wife who marri^ 
CnElcaguc, Mr Exalp (^.v.k Me speuks ELOod 
French and some English and is nn esodlcnt bridge 
pluyer, 

4-1. Dutgf, Mlthai; 

Dorn in 1.899 in SaLhli (iEgeani. he js u graduate 
of the School of Political ScicnceSr C^jvemor 
of a sub-district {I923-24K Inspector at the 
Ministry of Finance (unli] 1931). Charrman 
of the Inspector's Committee Lit the Turkish A^ri-^ 
cultural Bank (1932-38). assistant direcior^encral of 
Ihc bank (193S—46), member of the board of 
directors. CcniraL Bank (1946). ass^lstant director- 
genera), Central Biink (1946-49J. He was appointed 
Jircctor-gc acral of the Agricultural Bank on 1st inly, 
1950. after Ihe Demoerai Party accession to power. 

An cflicient udministnitor, Dulgc has played a 
prominent toIi: in the Democrat Farty Govern nicnfs 
poliiLry for agricultural development Ihrouehout the 
country, especially by incrca:sing the volume of 
agriculiural credits to peasants and farmers. DUlge, 
who is on very good terms with the President and 
the Prime Minister, is married and speaks French. 

45. Duiger* Bnluidir 

Born in Isianbul in 1911, he was educated at 
Galalasarsy and the Instanbid Faculty o| Law. A 
journalist hy profession, he wrote for several news¬ 
papers in Ii^nbul until he wus elected Democrai 
deputy for Erzurum in 1950. 

In 1952 he became temporary head of (he 
Anutolinn Agency, hut not a Success and wai 
replaced by ^rif Araik in Atigust I he following 
year. He retained his seat iii the Asisembly in May 
1954. He wj .1 a regular contributor to (he Demtscrat 
P.iny Ankara organ Zafer until 1957 when he was 
appomted editor of (he Dcmoaai Flirty Isianbu) 
paper ifuvwits. He resigned after a few months in 
this job and has not so far joined another paper. 
Rc-clcctcd a D.F, Deputy (for Go^iantep) in the 
October 1957 general elections. He i.s ntarrled imd 
speaks Frcncb. 

46. Fmeg Sdim R*[tip 

Bom in Istanbul m I899, he {$ ihe owner and 
editor of Son Fcw/o, an Install but evening paper 
which he founded in 193L He studied at the 
Galatasaray Lyede and graduated from Istanbul 
University Faculty of Law. During World War I 
he served as a ftSerHC oElicer in Syria and Patesdne 
!ind. afler ihc cessation of hc^stiliclcs. resumed Ills 
studies at the unlvcrsilv, at ihe same time coniti' 
buting articles to various papers. Elected a Demo- 
oral Party Deputy for Bursa in 1950 and re-clcc'ed 
In 1954. Chanf^ his conuiiuency in 1957 and tc- 
clcctcd on the Democrat Party list for Ijtmir. 

He is favourably disposed to Her Majesty*® 
Government but is occasionally critical of Britain's 
trade policy towards Turkey. He speaks flitcrtl 
French. 


47, Friilp, Orhaa 

Bom about 191J, a career ofhclaJ, he has spent 
j lot of his Foreign Service career at the Minisiiy 
of Foraign Affairs. In 1950 and 1951 he served 
on the Turkish Delegation to the United Nations 


C'oncDunlon Commission for Palestine and was 
subf:cqucnil> Counsellor at the Turkish Embassy in 
London for about a year. Transferred in curly 
J953 so be Head of the Second Department at ihc 
Ministry of Foreign .Affairs, and appointed Ambsts- 
rador at Stockholm in 1956. He occompiinicd 
President Buyur [o America in 1954 and M. 2i;irlu 
to Bmdoertg in 1955- Kc also attended the 
London Conference on Cyprus in August 1955 and 
Ihe Suez CariLil Conferance In 1956 and rrequenUy 
atcompanied the Minister for Foreign Affairs on 
visits to foreign counirics- 

M^rried in 1956 to the ca-wife of one of his^ 
colleagues. M. Eralp speaks ulmosl Mifect English, 
and is ouiitanding in the Turkish Foreign Service 
und is obviously a coming man. He is inteiligcflt 
and capjfcle and was probably one of [he Very few 
otTiclals in the Ministry whom the Sccrctary-Ceneral 
consulted an important mutters. 

He u friendly and Social and playi cxcdknl golf 
;ind tenuis. He is also a good bridge-player. 

48. F-rdf^lhiiT* GcttL-nd 

Born in IS95 ai Edime of a military family, he was 
conimissioncd about 1914 and was wounded on the 
Caucasus from in 1917. Between the Wars he 
passed through the SUilf College. M Ueutcnaut- 
coloncl he served MLtitaTy AtEach^ in Tokyo in 
1933, and as Miltlary Attache in London from 
November 1939 to August 1943. By 1945 lie was a 
brigadier-gencfal commanding the 15th Division. 
.After pfr^motion and two other divisional commands, 
he was appvuntcd Head of the Turkish Liaison 
Nfis.'sioii; in Tokyo in November 1953. Ht reached 
Ihc rant of Iteuteriunt-gcneml in August 1952. He 
4:.cconi'panjed President Biiyar on his visit to the 
United States m February 1954, and in May was 
Turkish Military Representative at the Geneva 
Canfertnee, In August 1954 he was appointed 
Deputy Chief of SiafT, Appointed Comniantler. 
Second Army, in June i956i and promoted to fnll 
general in AugitsE 3956. 

General Erdclhdn h a smart soldier and a con¬ 
siderate commander. Ht has chumi and (act. He 
lian a suctxssful military alUiCh4. and is a 

conscientious and capable orheer, ambitious and wjtli 
a knowledge ol ntodem ideas acquired outside his 
country. He has a great udmiration for Ihc British 
and ha.s been helpful to ihc British Trairiiug Stalls 
ill I'urkey and to successive military atuchiis. 

General Erdclhiln speaks French, fairly goiKl 
Englisb, Lind German, flU pleasant wife srscsikv 
En^j.sh. 

49. Ergin, -'yenif 

Born in Gebzc in 1913, he studied law and served 
in various posis in the Ministry of Justice until 1947 
when he rtstgncd lo take up private practice. 
Elected DcuKKrat Parly Deputy for Mani&a in 1950 
and rc-docted in 1954, fJecicd one of the Vicc- 
Chalrmen of tlw Grand National Assembly in Mxi . 
1955 Alihough he was noi oFliciolly spoFi*;>fCd by the 
Dcmcjcrai Party General Executive Council. 
Appointed Mlnts(er of State (responsible for bind 
>ietlktneni. refugees and immigranis) and acting 
Minister of National Defence in the 4lh Mendcre^ 
Cahinci in Deoember [955. In July 1957 he was 
^nfirmcd in (he appointment of Minuiter of NuticnaE 
tVfence and automatically relinquished his Ministry 
of State. Reappointed Mini-itcr of Defence in the 
5ih Mendcrcs Cabinet in November 1957. 

M. Ergin, who speakv only Turkish, is friendly 
but generally unimpressive. He has. however, laken 
some interest in improving ihe welfare of the armed 
forces, and is a very popular Minister of National 
Defence in the services. 
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F-Hitl, NLfail 

Born in 1912, he studied law locally and at the 
Sofbonne, Was at one time legal adviser to the 
MtmsEcr for Foreign Affairs and accompanied the 
Turkish Delegation to the San Frartcisoo Confctcrtcc 
in that capacity. 

Deputy for Kocacli until 1950. he was Minister 
of Public Works from 194® to 1949 and Deputy 
PKnue Minister and Minijrter of Stale from 1949 lo 
19^, Lost his scat in the 1950 ejections and failed 
again in 1954 and 1957. 

M. Erlm is generally known as a political turn- 
coa;. He was Qticc an active and oontrco'erstal 
member of the P,R-P, and a violent opponent of the 
Democrat Party. In curiv 1955 he changed his 
tactics and became reconcile iti the Prime Mimster. 
In late 1956 he was chosen as Turkish Represen¬ 
tative ic c^taminc the Radcliffe Constllutiflnal 
Proposal.^ for Cyprus and visited Cyprus and London 
for tiVks. in which lie .showed undcrstaTiding and 
good somsc, U was rumoured at the lime that tic 
had joined the DcnTccral Party, but he eventually 
stood unsuccessfully PS a P.R-P, candidiile for 
Istanbul m October 1957. 

He now holds no oflicn in the People^s: Republican 
Party organisation and Is said to be discredited 
poliiically with both p;trti« owing to his frequent 
changes of from. 


51, rrhiii, fcridiLtn Cemut 

Bom in IS9S and educated at Istanbul, he was 
HI first dcs;incd for a business caffcr. In 1924. 
hawt^Tsr, through the influence of M. Sanico^lu (lo 
whom he owed bis later advancement) he entered the 
Turkish diplomatic service and from llien until 1942 
he served In London* Berlin and Beirut, and 
acccmiwniMl M. Saracojeiiu on various missions. 

fn 1942 he w’as appoinitd Secreuiy-Geitcral m the 
kEnKtry, and in 1945 he was Chief Adviser (o Hie 
■furkibh delcgtaion to Sa.n Francisco. In 1947 he 
WiW appointed. Ambaniiador in Rome* and in 1948 
Aiiihasfiidor in W:ishtngton- In Jure |955 he was 
transferred lo Madrid and replaced by a colleague 
with ecortomic experience, Hiiydar Gdrk 
Appointed Ambasitador at Par^s in May 1957 
repiiictng M. Numan Menemenciolgu (<?.v.). 

M. Erkin* who enjoyed the con fide itce of Presidertt 
(ni-tnO. was expected to Ictse his post when llw 
Dc;nocra(.'i enme to power in 1950. but he s^oon found 
favour with the Democrats also. One of Turkey's- 
mosi intelligent diplomat.^, he is vain and sensitive. 
He is also apt to be a pessimist and an alarmist. He 
is married to a Bagdad lady with expensive tastes 
and a good mezzo-soprano voice. 


52. Erimcn* Hiyrettin 

Bom in Tirebolu in 19E5* he wiis educated ai the 
I .tenbu) Sclwol of Political Sciences and studied 
economic?! in Geneva and law in Lausanne, Until 
his election to the Assembly as Democrat Deputy 
For Girtiun in 1950, he was an Assistant Professor 
of Economics at the Univeriity of liitanbul. In 
April 1953 he was appointed Minister of Labour* 
Reappointed May 1954, 

As Minister he was merely a safe nonjinee of the 
Prime Minister and exereis^ no real power. He 
resigned with the remainder of The Cabinet in 
November 1955 and was not reappointed in the new 
Cabinet- In December 1956 he replaced M. Numik 
Gedil (f/.v.l as Leader of the Democrat Party 
Parliamentary Group and was rc-cIcctcd toi this post 
in November 1957. He was, however, bipjghi 
bnck to the Cubincl tlu: same month in his old 
uppolntment of Mini.vier of Labour. 

Unmamed, he .speaks French and some English, 


5.3, Esenbd* Mctih 

Born in 3913. He was cctuculed at the Galata- 
iaray Lycie and at the Law Faculty of Istanbul 
UniverHiiy. He joined the Turkish Foreign Service 
in |93fi as a junior sctfClary and served at the 
Consulate-General in Paris in 19.^9, returning lo 
work in tile Fro local Department in 1943- In 1945 
he was Fir,st Secretary in Washington and became 
Counsellor in 1950. In 1952 he reiurned to the 
International Economic ,Affairs Department of the 
Ministry' of which he later became Dircctor-Gcncnil. 

In June 1954 he was promoted Minister and 
became AHSuslunt Sccrciary-CTcncral for Economic 
Affairs; und in April 1957 he repkeed M. Blrgi 
av Secreiary-Genera!. Since his appointment as 
Secretary-General be has carried out -wnsp much 
needed reorgunisatioii in the handlmg of business 
in the Miitislry nf Foreign Affairs: and hrui shown 
himself lo he competent if not brilliant. He appc,irs 
to be popular with his senior suborJinaccs. He cun 
be socially awkward and uncommunituitive to the 
point of boorishness, but seems, personally well 
disposed to us. Speaks ndequate French and 
Eng.lj.sh. Is mJttried to an attractive but somew-hat 
unstable wife, who Is a cousin of Nuri Bifgi (q.v.). 
They have iw-o chiklren. one of whom is crippled. 


54, Evin* ScyTuhali 

A senior member of the Turkish Foreign Service. 
M. Esin was born ttboul 1900 and educated at the 
Gdlutasaniy Lycce and in Gctiriany. Af(cr being a 
Junior secretary Tn 3Vashington in 1936 he served in 
[he Cabinet du MlnisLre hi 1937. In 1939 he 
served in Ltuenos Aires and kter in Tokyo* where Ire 
married. He was [ruiwfcrriid to Sicckholm in 1942 
and back i<» Ankara ui 1944. In 1946 he wav a 
Turkish delegate lo the Linltctl Nations and head 
of the First Depanmen, in the Ministry, In 1949 
he becume the first Turtfsli representative, in Tel 
A\nv. J 15 Cliaf|;ij d’Affalrcs w ith the rank of Minislcr. 
In 3 952 lie became Minister in Vienna and in 
September 1954 vrA% appointi?d Ambassador in 
Mo.scow. Ill 1955 he wav one of several candklaiip 
considered for the vacant post in London But in 
the event he wa:g iransfeTTcd a.v Ambossadcr to Ikira. 
Appiunlctl Permanent Turkish Delegate lo the 
United Nations in June 1957, 

Both M. Esin and his wife are pleasant and 
frkndly, and western in their outlook. Both have 
cultivated tasiDS and speak English, French and 
Gernum welh M. Esin was helpful to the Embswisy 
wliilc ul the Mitiistey. 


55* F-vmcr* Ahmet .'^ukrii 

Seen in 1890 of Turkish Cypriot origin and 
educated ai Columbia University, he is u joumaUbt 
by profession. A eonlribulor to Vaku oficr the first 
wond war, mid chief editor of Son Snai in 1926, he 
waji ndiior of Miiliyri in the ’ihiries, and a person 
of considerable invportance in the journalislie 
world. 

Elected Deputy for Istanbul In 1939, he has since 
visited the United Kingdom and the United Slates 
sevcTal times. After the war he became foreign 
editor of {Jins; ami in I'M? he was appointed hood of 
the Turkish Information Ofike In New York. In 
1949 he bccanw dirccten-gcticTal of the Pivjss Bureau. 
Having unstieeessftiBy conte-vted Ankara as F.R.F. 
candidaic in the |95B elections Ive had to resign 
from Ehe Press Bureau and became Professor of 
Diplomatic HLvtory at the School of PcHlical 
Science- He is also diplomatic cciiTespcmdent of 
(fins. A member of ihc TuAish Press delegation 
to the United Kin^om in September 1953^ An 
unsuccessful candidate in the general cltteiions in 
May 1954, 
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Western cn outloolc, und piirtkiularly pro- 
American^ M. Bsiner loaks CDn.<i.{derjb!y ihun 
his age. A keen siiidenl of foreign affairs, in which 
he Is widely read. He has a tendency to deucl the 
remnants of imperialism in British foreigin (wlley. 
He has. however, been sound in his cammenturics on 
the Ejiosia question, following an educative sjsiL to 
Cyprus in 1955. and has since sltown a gencmfly 
more rnentlly and sympatheije attitude to fJritain. 
He beemne chtiirman of the Turkish branch of the 
Atlantic Association in Janitar^' 1956. 

Kc speaks excellent English and French and 
knows some German. Hi& Finnish wife speaks good 
Enflash. 


50.i Kenik, Mumlir Faik 

Bom in Istanbul in 1904. A graduate of the 
Istanbul faculty of law. he took up )ournalLsm 
early and worked on ihe sLalT of several Istanbul 
newspapers. In 1937 he moved to Ankara to becon^ 
the principal sub-editor of Uhis. After tl'ie signing 
of the Anglo-French-Turkish Treaty of 1939, he 
received u speeiitl assignment from the People’s 
Republican PtWty to write a history of llic Ur:ttih 
Empire, which was widely dijtrtbulcd in the party, 

In 1946 M. Fenik, who was no longer a supporter 
of the People's Republican Party, wus dismissal from 
t'Vnjr and returned to Istanbul to work with Yafnian 
Returning to Ankara in 1949. he bccitnc a 
Dcnioctal Party Press officer and sEartod Zaftrr. 
•which has developed into the official organ of tht 
Democrat Party* Imprisoned for a Press offence 
early in 1950* he was released af,cr his dection as u 
Democrat Deputy for Ankara in May 195f>. 

In I95i M. Fenik led the Turkish Press delegation 
lo the United Kingdom. In November (95!! he was 
elected member of the Foreign Affairs Comntitiec of 
the Assembly. Emotional and Very touchy, he need4 
careful luinaling: some of his unbalanced leading 
artictiK have got him iinio traubk w ith his own party* 
many of whom can now see that he is a liability, 
in 1952 he lost his exclusive control of 
fof which the Demoemt Party appointed a committee 
of utanagonvent. He wiis re-etected a EXputy in 
1954, He wfuf ousted from ZafiV in 1955. Hi$ 
in^uenoe has dittttntshed as his favour with the 
Prime Minister declined. Lost hk sent as a Deputy 
(for Ankara) In the October 1957 electtofls, and is 
now the editor of the Democrat ParEy Jjjianbul news¬ 
paper. /fuvudLi, 

An average writer and an umFslinguished editor, 
M. Fenik is u close friend of PrcskJenl Cclul Bayar, 
He has indulged in vicious attacks again.st uh, notably 
in connection with our commcrdul dllfcrcniccs with 
Turkey. He tindsi writing difficult and is said lo sieck 
inspiration from the bottle. He speaks French. Hts 
Wife, also a iournallit. w-as elected to the Ankara 
Municipiality in September J950. 


57, Peyzio^ln. luiiwn, Profpwflr 

Bom uboui 191S of u rich family. Studied 
political science and did research in 1957 and 195.3 
lit Paris and O.tford, Became peun of the Potitical 
Science Faculty of Ankara UniwtTfily in 1954. in 
1956 he was suspended for introducing pony po'liitics 
into the faculty and resigned. He joined the People's 
Rtipublicao Party and. after being very active in their 
election campuifn. was elected a Deputy on the 
P.R.P, list for Sivus in the 1957 general doctions. 

Professor Feyzioglu is an iniclhgcnt represcntaUvc 
of Turkey's amalJ group of “intellectuals*' and u 
coming man in the P.R.P. He is. however* highly 
enKitional and his maiden speech in the blaiional 
A$,sembly was so violent that he was suspended for 
three sessions. He speaks French arid English. 


53- Gedik> N'smik 

Born in Istanbul in I9]]. he :itudicd ut the 
Medical Faculty of Istanbul University and os u 
doctor specialised in internal diseases. Was for 
wme years u specialist in the T*B* section of the 
HaydarpiiSii HospiUil in Etanbul. He u'as elected 
Democrat Party Deptiiy for Aydin in 1950 and was 
re-elected there in 1954. Appointed Minister of the 
Interior in May 1954 in succession to Ethein 
Mtndcrcs 

He resigned aflcr the riots of SepLember 1955 and 
was replaced at the Ministry of the tnEertOT by Ethcm 
Mendcres* Although apparently on good terms With 
the Ptime Minister, he was not appointed to the 
4ih Menderes Cabinet in December 1955. Elected 
Leader of the Democrat Party ParhamcnUiry Group 
after the resignation of l>r. Burhanettin Onat in 
May 1956, He renruiinotl in favour with the Prime 
Minister and was reappointed Minister of [he 
Interior in December 1956. Rc’clcctcd a Dcpuiy 
in October 1957 and conlirTiied in his uppointinent as 
Minister of the Interior in the Pftn Menderes 
Cabinet in November 1957, 

Married with Ewo children. M. Gedik speaks 
French. 

59. ficneer, fa^ylu 

Mmc, Gencer, who Is in her mid-thirtic.<!, is 
TurkeyY kst opera singer and has already gained 
an international repumilon. She only began to study 
singing in 1945 and iwo years hiEcr was giving 
concerts. Sihc ha.s sung frequenEly in Europe and 
the UniEcil Slates during the ia.v( three years. She 
made her American debut in Fmnocsen di Rimini 
and laing in Verdi's Requiem at the funeral of 
Toscanini in Milan, Speaks Italian, French and 
German. She Is married to an agreeable bui 
undistinguished banker, who incviiubly rarely sees 
iicf- 

60* GidH, Nflll 

Born 111 Vodena in 1907* and educated at the 
School of Political Sciences and in Paris, he joined 
the Mini.vtiy of Interior and served In the provinces 
as well os in Ankara. In 1936 he joined ihc Ministry 
of Finance as a$sutant accountant, and by 1950 had 
risen to 1^ Dirc€tor<}eneral of the Treasury. In 
1953 he was appointed Assistant Undcr-Secrttary in 
the M imstty of Finance and acting as Under¬ 
secretary until July, when he was appointed 
Diroctor-Gcncnil of thv* Central Bank. 

Personally charming and frteudly, he was 
notoriously “difticult" as Director-Gcncral of the 
Treasury. He is rarely, and his wife never, seen jn 
.society. He speaks good French, 

61* Ciokatf Fahrettin* Kerfm 

Born about l|t92 at Evki^hir. the son of a local 
merchant. Graduated from the Istanbul Medical 
Faculty in 1922 and studied mcniul diseases in 
Munk'h. Appointed Professor of Menial Diseases at 
the Isliinbul Medical Faculty in 1:933. A long- 
standing mcJTibcf of Ehc People's Republican Parly 
he was appointed Vali and Mayor of Istanbul in 
194 9. He resigned from I ho |Kirty on this appMolot- 
ment and retained his post aficr the Democrai Puny 
victory in the 1950 General Eloctioni. In the spring 
of 1953 he made an extensive tout of the United 
States at [he invitation of the State Department. In 
spite of frequent ruriKmrs that the Government were 
going to make him & scapegoat for the Tsianbul riots 
in September 1955, he eventually survived in HLs post 
and it was generally fell thal he was bkmctc^. He 
paid an olllkial visii to Paris in April 1956. 

In the summer of 1957 he was allcg^ to have 
opposed M, Menderes's grandioH pfans for the 
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reconstruction of Istanbul t and he thus began to fall 
from favour. He was absent from his post on a 
European lour during most of the election campaign 
in the autumn of 1957 and there were runnours that 
he had refusiJd an offer to stand as a Democrat Party 
candidate. After the elections the rumours grew 
that he had fallen from favour owing to his attitude 
to the roconstnietian programme and his allegedly 
equivoca] attitude towards the Democrat Party 
during the clcctjons, and his appointment as Turkish 
Anibusvador at Berne was officially anrounced on 
November 21. Ik w^ replaced at Istanbul by 
M, Miimtaz Tarhaii fi^.v.). 

A diminutive man of tireless energy who ha,-? made 
himself cxiremcly popular among the people of 
Istanbul, although he wo-s inclined to apply himself 
more to the public side of his functions as Governor 
than to ihc systcmuiie work of administration. He 
made iiumetous foreign tours. A former Fresideni 
of the Green Crescent (the Turkish anti-alcohol 
league) he is noted for his extreme icmpcranoc views. 
Pompous and vain but friemlly* he speaks Frencii 
and German and his wife, a quiet and pleasant 
woman, speaks English. 

62 , Coker* Hatnilullah fiUphi, Lfraleniml-Crm^ral 

Born in 1901 be took part in the War of Inde¬ 
pendence us a non-commissiOncd Officct- Graduated 
its an Air Force pilot in 1924 and studil^d aviation in 
the Urdled ICingdom in 1929. Promoted lo major In 
1936 and was Turki.qb Air Attach^ in London from 
1938 to 1941. Promoted lieuienant-colonci in 1943 
aT>d appointed Chief of Staff at the ,Mr Inspectors 
Departnieni- Became a colonel in 1945 and a 
brigadier in 1948 when he was appointed 
Coinmandanl of the Air School at Eski^chir and 
Commander of the list Aif Division. In 1951 he wm; 
appointed Direclcr of Operations at Turkish Air 
Force Headquarters mid promoted to major-general. 
In 1953 he became Chief of Staff at the 6th Tactical 
Air Force Headquarters, at l^mir* and subsequently 
Head of the Logistics Department nl the Turkish 
Generali Staff. In 195? he was appoinioi acting 
Commander-in-Chief of the Turkish Ait Force on 
Ihc rciiremcnt of General Ut^ner (q-h.) 

General Gdkcr is & likeable and friendly character 
and one of the mast co-operative fscoior officers in 
the Turkish Air Force. He speaks exccllcini Enj^ish. 
During Ihc war his sou was killed during flying 
training in the United Kingdont. 

63. Goknitn. Oguj 

Born in 1916 in Manlsa. a career membeir of Ihe 
Turkish Foreign Service. Has served in Fans, 
Buenos Airas and Sona, in the latter two places as 
Chargd d'Affaires, Speaks good French and Spanish 
and u liltle English, In 1956 made Dircctor-Gencrat 
of Ihc Oeprtment of Commerce and Commercial 
Agreements in Ihe Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Presides Over ull negotiations with foreign delega- 
tions for commercial agreements, and has acted as 
chairman in oil reffmefy talks with the four foreign 
oil companies in Turkey, and in Turco-Jranian 
ncgoiiuiions over pro]»scd Oum-lskenderun pipe¬ 
line. A prnteg<^ of Fatin Riiistu Zorlu he seems 
desiined to go ahead. With a strong physical 
resemblance to fuun Perdn, he is an aggressive and 
rather unpleasant negoliator, but an effective 
chairman. Has a pleasant wife, 

64* Gfiksettin, Mu 2 *irer, General 

General Gsikscntn was bom at Monasiir in 1S89* 
He joijved the Army in 1915 and served as a cavalry' 
officer in Palestine, where he was taken prisoner by 
the British fereos. He returned to Turkey in 1920 
and took pun in ihc War of Indepcndenoe. After 


taking' flying courses uE Izmir and in France, he wav 
made Director of Flying at the Aircraft School ai 
Eski^chtr, where he iituycd from 1927 until 1947 
From JS47 to 1949 he was LfndeT-Secrciaiy for Air 
in the Mtiiiscry of NaticuTol Defence and in 1950 he 
becantc Commandcr-iii-Chief of the Turkish Air 
Force. In thal position he co-operated well with the 
Uniled Slater Mission. He resigned from ihc Air 
Force owing to a dispute over the Turkish Air Force 
Budget for 1953-54. 

In 1953 he was appoinied Vaii of Ijsnlir. Althquj^ 
biticriy disappointed at having to leave the Air 
Force, ho was popular in his new ^atiion and active 
in promoting the welfare of the Vilaycl. 

In November 1954 he was appointed Turkish 
Ambas.'Miilor in Baghdad, but has no; shown ihC' 
ability needed lo play a full and co,tstructivc pan in 
the SaghUad Pact Organisation. 

Forceful and hard-working as an offleer* General 
Gokvenin is very angbphil and speaks English well. 
For a Turk he has a keen sense of humour. His 
wife always accompanied him to social engagcmeni.^; 
in Ankara but was rarely seen in public in Irntir. 
She speaks no English. He has a daughter who 
ii.peak.N some English. 

65. <^bktiirk* HQseGn ,4v'ni 

Born in Nigde in 1901* he studied JJiw and was 
appointed to the Council of State. He subsequently 
studied law at Geneva and ferlln Universities. He 
then became Professor of Civil Law at Ankara 
Universily and* in 1946, Under-Secretary at ihe 
Minisiry of Labour, Appointed Minister of Justice 
in (he 4th Mendcrvn Cabinet in I>ecembcr 1955, 
Failc^ to be re-elcctcd a Deputy in his home province 
of Nifdc in the Ociober 1957 elections and aulo¬ 
rn nikcully relinquished his Cabinet appointment. 
Appointed fiead of the Turkish Security ferviecs in 
Nov'ember 1957. 

M. Gdkturk jtpeaks Frencli, German and some 
English. Although by rei^utation an hornet and 
compcleni lawyer* as Minister of Justice he was 
compleieiy sufeervlcnt to the IPrime Minister and 
became a symbol of governments! inicrferenoe with 
the independence of the judiciary. His popularity 
throughout the country^ rapidly declined and it was 
no surprise that he was not Te-eleclcd, 


66. G6rk, Haydiir 

Born in Istanbul in 1904 he studied at the 
American Ro^rt College and later attended the 
faculty of Polilirtil Science at the University of PHtisi, 
He eniernsd ihe Turkish Foreign Service in 1929 and 
served in Moscow, Rome. Tokyo H943> and Warsaw 
(19-161. He returned lo Ankara in 1949 and in 1950 
was appoinied [>jfCCtor-Generat of the International 
Econoniic Affairs Deparliruni. In 1953 he became 
Deputy Secreuiry-Gcncral for Bconomic anti 
Commercial Affairs in urhich he has specialised. 

In June 1954 lie moved to ilie Presidency as 
Secretary-General with tlw personal rank of 
Ambassador. In May 1955 he was appointed 
Turkish Ambashsador in Wushingion. Transferred to 
Madrid in April J957 und replaced by M. DrgilplU 

M. Gork U rather taciturn but inlelligent* arid a 
tough negol tutor. 

He sp^s French and English. His wife is shy 
and undisiinguis.hed i she is fcareing English. They 
have no childfen. 


67. Guick, Kasim 

Born at Adana in 3906 of u rich family, he studied 
connomic^ at Columbia Univeraiiy and for a ihort 
time at Cambridge, He wa.s a F,R.P. Deputy for 
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Adarui unlil 195^0 and in 1*^4!^ wai fleeted lo [he 
Executive Commiiiec of ihc Party ► 

Havtng hdp^d to form the “libcrar' wing of the 
P.R.F. he was appointed Minister of Public Worits 
in I"547 and Minister of Comnianicalionis in 
He was dropped from the Ownaliay Cabinet in 1949- 
As a MiifiMcr he was hcH(:vcr effident and helpful to 
us. live same year he was a delegate to the 
ConsoHaEivc Assetubty of tlie Council of Europe and 
was later Chairman of the United Nations Commis’ 
sion in Korea. 

He lost bis seat in the 1950 elections but was soon 
after elected Sccfclnry-Ciencral of the P.R.P., and 
rc^3l(^:lcd at the 1953 Congress. ! ii spite of 
incurring criiidsm as n result of the failure of the 
P.ft.P. in the l'>54 elections- when ho himself was 
an umucccssfu! candidate, his popularity In the 
pany was again deinonsmiled when he w-as rc-clcctcd 
Secfiitary-Ocnoral by an o^-crwhelniing majority at 
the 1956 Cosign«i.s, He was re-eleacd to the 
Grand National Assembly in Uie P.R.P. list for 
Adann in the 1957 elections. 

M Giiileli has alwayi been a relentless opponent 
of the [>cmMrai Party. He Is a good speaker und 
has aUaoked the Govemmcni incessantly both for 
their coonomic policy and anii-Democratic praeti^s. 
(Although he constantly calls for cconomk: ptanningn 
he appears to have no constructive alternative 
suggestions.) The Government accused hitt) in 1955 
of causing artificial shortages aiuJ price increases by 
propaganda but he eveniually acquitted by tire 
Couii. In August 1955 he wias arTcsletl (which he 
greatly enjoyed) and cluifgcd with castini: doubts on 
the Icghlmucy of the Grand Natlunal Assembly ai a 
Press confcTCOce- He was quickly released but in 
June 1956 was sentenced by the Court to one year's 
imprisonmciti followed by four luoitlhs’^ banishment 
ii> Bur&a. He has appealed, so fjr sutxevsfullyi 
acaiast the sefilcncc and ltu^ now regained 
jTwrliamentaiy' bmmunity. 

Vh Gukk ii u strong and comrO'.crsial personality* 
but uUhough he lm$ differed in the past from the 
P.R-P. kader, M. Inbrjll, he has recently shown 
cornpkre loyalty to htni- He has often provoked the 
Democrat Party grievously. hu| hts eslrenvi: staiC'- 
nienlsE and clumsy tuclics li ive smiKtiniiCo tuadc him 
look foolish. He has meurred the spedat displeasure 
of the Prime .Minister to whom he is the main " red 
rag' in the P.R.P 

He is cultivated and iniclIJgcni and very energetic, 
but often wild in his stuiemenu. He mutntuins close 
contact with foreignens in Ankum, npeeially the 
Americans and British* and is a popnilar figure at 
social gatherings. He speaks nine or ten langitages. 
including cxeelknl English. He is not married, 

68. tiunallay, lyrmsettin 

Eorn in 1887, he was elected deputy for Sivas in 
1926. He became in I9J0 a rnember or the Com- 
mitioc oi Public Construction id the Grand National 
.AsJtembly. In 1939 he was elected n vicc-presiilcnii 
•if the G.N.A. and a prole^sor of the Faculty of 
Languages, History and Oe<igruphy at Ankara 
University. In J.muary 1949 he wa.v appointed 
Prime Minister in successmn to Hasan 

undistinguished period of ofliue was brought 
iij an end by the 195^0 gcnerdl ckcfions. In. which 
■ he Democrat Party wctl: returned lo power: he 
himself was elected PK.P. Ucpuiy fir Er-iinern, 
and became cliairman of the F.K.P. Disciplinary 
Committee. Failed to he re-eleded a Deputy in 
May 1954- 

!n 1952 and again in 1955 .M. GimutUiy fell out 
w-ith M. Inbftij ov'cr quC-^tjOnS. of party policy anti 
otgamsahon and there were rumourx that he would 
leave the P,R P, and ftirm a new party. The rifi.v 
were, however, healed although he was the sole 


npporctii to M, Inbnli for the chairmanship of the 
P.R.P. at the Congress in May 1956 (he received 
one vote onlyl. 

In 1957 his influence in the party appeared to be 
again on the increase and he was elected ChairmtiFi 
of the P.R.P. oryanbafidn in IslanbuL It was 
reliably reported that If the P.R.P* had won the 
1957 elections M, Gilnaliay would have been their 
lirsi Prime Minister. In the event, although he stcOLl 
as Q candidufcholh in Islunbul and In [7,iinir he failed 
lo he rc’elecEed as a Deputy, He was, however, 
aciivc in the P.R.P, election campaign and public 
interest agiiin became focused on him io a certain 
c:slenL, 

Sp4;ak.s .Arabic, Persian and some French, and was 
known at one time for hiS fervent dcvoliofi to the 
Moslem religion. 

69. C*iircli» Kjiver 

Bom in Burhaniye in 1914, he if a gnidualc of the 
School of PolitiCil Science in Ankara, He served in 
various commercihl departments of the GovcrniticnT 
until he was elected Oeinocmt deputy for Balikesir 
til. the general ciccflons of 1950. 

In June 1952 he was appointed Minister of Com¬ 
merce. A rather unstable character* he was 
cmuticnally upset by Briiam's failure to buy Turkish: 
Lind in March 1953 he made u wild and violent sUite^ 
mem ihrcutening to retaliate on British goods. 

He riisigncd in May 1953. No reason was given ; 
hf wj-v probably at loggerheads with the Prime 
Minister. Rc-clccicd a Deputy in May 1954. In 
1955 he was. a member of the group of dissident 
Democriit Party Deputies led by Fclhi Qilikba^ 
(t/-v.): and he eventually resigned from the Democrat 
Party and boKiliLc one of the founder memters of 
the Froedont Party, He was elected Deputy Leader 
of tlte Party In Dwember I9S5 and a member of the 
Executive Council. Failed to be rc*eJected as » 
Deputy in the October 1957 elections* 

7d. Hiknwt, NarJm 

A lending Turtj>ih Marxist. Aged about 50, Is 
the most distinguished modern Turkish poet after 
Vahya Kemat, who is Ihc rcprescnlativc of the 
triidiiionalist school. Is a nephew on Ins mother's 
side of General Ali Fuat Cebesoy and has both 
German and Polish blood. Hoit written much poetry 
and one or two no veil! which are gready admired in 
Turkey and clroilutc secretly umong many non- 
Coniniunists. Celiil Buyar, Whd was Prime Minister 
ill 1937 when Naxtrui Hikmet wus condemned to 
twenty-nine years’ penal servitude* once stated that 
he always kepi Muzini Kikniet’s poem$ by his bed. 

N;i?im Hikmet was condemned by court-muni :jI 
m 1937 for spreading Communist propaganda among 
oDicers, and ut the same time a number of young 
nOlcers were shot. He was sent to serve the first 
part of his sentence in the hold of the battkiHliip 
fdiiii Ktfru;. There he ci^iilnitted mberculosis and 
through the influence of powerful friefids was trans¬ 
ferred To Bur9i jail. Scverul unsuccessful attempts 
were made lo gel him released* pnrticbilarly by 
General Cebesoy and M, YuLmun 

He was finnliy released under the general amnesty 
of 1950, and lived quietly in Istanbul until June 
1951* when he escaped through RDumania to 
Moscow. He ts the nominal leader of the Turkish 
Communisis in exile and a prominent Peace 
Partis;m. He attended the Berlin Voutli FcsLival 
□iiid the Warraw Congress of the Intcrfiational Union 
of Students In 1951, He alwi represented Turkey 
at the World Peace Council meetings in tkrlin 
(19521. Peking (1953), Budapest (1953), Vienna 
(195.3) and l^T Berlin (1954), In 1954 he was 
ap-xilnted a member of the WorlcJ Peace Council 
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Bureau. He still broadcasts frL»m behind the Iron 
Curtain, .md in 1955 intervened in this way in the 
Cypru:^^ uufsllon- Articles of his are also published 
in the Cofuinform journal, the .Veu' Titttes^ He 
visited WuriiaVi^ in 1956 with Zekeriya Sertel (another 
I'urki.sh Communist) at the inviuitiou of the Polish 
Pe,tce Defenders’ Com mi I tee. 

71. FliisJiian, Hadi 

Bom In Gumti^htinc in 1904, he studied political 
science at Ankara University and served for many 
years in various pests in the Ministry of Finance. 
BeuanK Direclor-Gcnerjl of the Ministry of Finance 
in 1942 and Direclor-General Of Monop 6 l[es in 1949. 
Elected Democrat Party Deputy' for htanbul in 1950 
and tc-clecEcd in 1954. Since his election he h 3 ,s 
served on the Grand Naiiofiiil Assembly Budget 
Cominii^luri and was the Commission's rapporiettr 
during the Budget Debates. .Appointed Mcnlslcr of 
Customs and Monopolies in the 4th Menderes 
Cabinet in December 1955. Re-elected a Deputy in 
October 1957 and cenfirtued in his appointment 05 
Minister of Customs and Monopolies in the 5th 
Menderes Cabinet m Noventber 1957. A faithful 
Menderev follower. Speaks French, 

71, J lywl, Sertm 

Bom in 190® at Istanbul, and siudlcd je Gahiu- 
saray, Subsequcnily graduaicd from the Law Faculty 
of Istanbul University. Entered the Government 
Legal Ctepartmcni in 1929, bUE Eransfcired to the 
Turkish Foreign Service in 1930. After serving in 
varjouji posts abroad and in ihc Ministry of Foreign 
Alfairs he was appoinled Ambassador at Athens in 
1954. Transferred as Ambassiidor to Bflnn in May 
1957. 

M. Iksel u fillet und urai 7 fiuniin.g character of 
above average intcBigence. who j$ said to be in the 
running as a future Sccreiary General of the Ministty 
of Foreign Affairs;. He is married and speaks 
eiiceUent French. 

73. llrri. Tevfik 

Biirn 1912. Studied engineering and held various 
lechincal pa!^ts m the Ministry of Public Works. 
Elected L^mocrat Deputy for Samsun in 1950. he 
was appuiriEed Mini.vtcr of ConuiiunicatioMS in ihc 
lir:4[ Ikimixra] Ciwcrnmeni, and was iran.sferrcd to 
Educaiion Eo replace M. Barman three montlis iaEer- 

Art eviireme nationalist. M, Iteri spent much 
energy in ridding (he schools of Lho-se .su-tpected of 
fellow'travelling. His zeal to promote religious 
education made him unpopular with the intellecEuab; 
and he wj.<i forced to resign in April 1953, liirgely 
on accouni of his encouragement lo the AsRocintion 
of NutionaEisthi, which had been convicted of 
e^rtrenusni and suppressed, RC'elecied a Deputy 
in May 1954. and elected Deputy Chairniun of the 
NaEJOJial Asiicinbty. He was re-appi^intcd Minister 
yf EduChLtinn in April 1957 and, after being re-elected 
a Depuiy in October 1957, was promoicd to Deputy 
Prime Mini.'itcr and Minister of litale in the 5th 
Menderes: Cabinet in November 1957. 

Tough and energetic bu( iHii very bright, M. Ikn 
is said to be one of M. Mendcres' moM devoted 
and innuentiul folluwcns. He wields much power 
within the i:>cniH 3 crat Party and is said to be a 
coming man with iome inFluence over I he Prime 
Minister. He speaks Turkish only, 

74. tlkin* Nedim \ e>v,4 

Born ulHiut 1999* Member of Turkish dipJoniatie 
service. Was for many years on staff of the Turki.slii 
Consulate ut Geneva ond thereby dosely e^ssoclatcd 
with the pemranenE Turkish delegation. Relumed to 


Ankara and from 1939 until 1944 was private 
tary to .M. Sojacojilu, Bec,"inie Dii'cetor-Gcncrjl of 
Ehe Press Bureau with the nink of Minister in 1944. 

In March 1918 he was appointed Tufklsh Minister 
at The Hague, but was havtily recalled after a scene 
over his ullicial invliatiafi to tlic Coconalion of Queen 
Juliana. (M. Ilkln appears eo have been rather stupid 
and the Dutch excessively pri>fi/rf4airr) and In 1949 
he was appointed Turkish Minister at Brussels. In 
uutujiin 1952 he was appointed first Turkish 
Ambassador to Iraq* and Lninsferred to Prague in 
December 1953. Appointed first Turkish AmbaS' 
sador at Rabat in February 1957. 

M. Ilkin h a sieady. competent, though rather 
featureless, cfficia]. He probabl)^ lacks dnivc. He is. 
however* well dlspased arid in principle willing 
chiiu^l! to cooperaie. 

75- Indnli, biniwi, 

Born in E^mir In 1880 and brought up in Malatya. 
where his father was a minor official. Educated at 
the Mdiiary College, he served in Thrace and the 
Yemen and joined the General Staff in 1914. In 
1915, he wus Chief of Staff of the Caucasus army, 
and he servcil in Palestine in 1917 and 1918. In 
1930 he joined Mustafa Kemal and soon b^n>c 
his Chief of Staff, 

After the defeat of the Greekji in 1922, for whicti 
much of the credit must go to him, he was appe^nted 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and was the chief 
Turkish uegotiator at the Treaty of Lausanne -which 
he eventually signed-Tn 1923, At Lausanne he 
showed himself a stubborn but able negotiator. He 
was Prime Minister, with one short break at the end 
of 1924. from 1923 to 1937. Since 1925 he has also 
been Chairman of the P.R.P. During his period as 
Prime Minister he paid oIBciul vjsiu 10 Moscow and 
Rome in 1933. to Sofiu, in 1923 and to Belgrade in 
1937. Jn 1937. too, represented Turkey at the 
Coronation of His Majesty JCing George Vi Often 
criticised, or thoufihl to be in disagreement with 
AtatUrk. he triumphed over all his critics until 
[lutumn 1937 when he resigned and was succeeded as 
Primi' Minister by Celal Bayar. 

Oil The death of Auiiurk In 193S he was elects! 
President of the Republic. He soon dismissed from 
power several of ihe wilder meinbcTT. of Atn (iirk*i* 
emLiur.ige, .ind il wac generally thought that he was 
responsible for the revelation of a number of 
financial scandals which resulted in the resignation 
of Celal Bayar and the dismissal of a number of 
Government officials in 1939, 

During the second world war he showed him!»]f 
a .supptirter of the pm-British policy initiated by 
AtatUfk. and his nteclings with Priwidenl Roosevelt 
and Mr. Churchill in Cairo in Dcccml^r 1943 gave 
him much personal pleasure. 

During 1945 he caaie to the conclusion that there 
was no adequate successor to himself as head of a 
one-purty Governnueni and that a two-party system 
must be lnuugu.r;ued and an Opposition partv 
educated up lo its responsibilities. However* he was 
ahirmcd at the unexpected strength which the 
Opposinort showed during the electoral campaign of 
1946. and he allowed inicrTercnce with the elections 
in favour of the P.R.P. 

In the free general eiections of 1950 which 
resulted in the overwhclirting defeat of his party, he 
wa.v himself returned by a small majority in Malatyu. 

President he was- prepared to maintain 
Atattirfc's refonms thoroughly and relentlessly* but 
he had rtcilhcr the greatness nor the popukr appcaJ 
of Aiatiirk. Nevertheless he enjoyed great respect 
and his word was law. 

T he measure of his unpopularity was shown in the 
elections of 1950. Once he was out of office his 
enemies begun to blacken his reputation, although he 
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still recjiincd his posit ion as an elder siatesman. His 
cBmpuigning prior to the May 1^54 elections |in 
which he kept his seal) was Irepu and his fepulation 
aUo suffered in a series of acrimonious eschaages 
wi(h M. Mcnderea. 

Since the 1954 elections^ however. M, IncnU^ in 
spite of his age, his fed a renaissance in the P-R-P> 
and his repuiation has been considerably enhanced. 
In 1950 he was genGfally considered as an inefhcknt 
and uninspired diciator* but now he appears lo mnny 
people mote in the light of s politiciil pfogrcssivc 
who Is trying to restore true democracy to Turkey 
after ihe failure of the early promise of the Democrat 
i^rty. The improved performance of the P,R,P, in 
I he 1957 efcciions Wis probably largely due to 
M. IndnU's personality ami he is very disappointed 
thai his party failed to win outright. 

Although m 1955 and again in ^ly 1957 he had 
brief reconciliaiions with Ihe Prime Minister, bis 
relations wiiii M Mendcrcs have deteriorated steadily 
and they now attack each other retnorsclesaly in 
public speeches. M. Indnil's wide allegations of 
krTcguiarilies in the 1957 elections will no doubt 
c^iuse a further dclcrioration. 

He b sull a controversial figure in Turkey and 
there arc no signs as yet that he has any inieniion 

retiring from ibe Chairmanship of the P,R-P- 
wbkch he has held for so many years. His utterances 
m the Grand iMaiional Assembly are gcncnilly statK- 
manlike and untalniod with demagogy and he still 
commands a good deal of respect even from the 
Democrai Pany. He was ottrenieliy active in the 
P.R.P. election campaign and appeared cKl^usied 
by the ctKl. Nevertheirts the ovation be received in 
.Wfcara in the closing days of the campaign was 
inlinitcly warmer than that Eicoorded to the Prime 
Minister the previous day. There is a general 
feeling in his party that his retirement or tkaih would 
he a very serious blow to their popularity and 
support. 

lie has been a consistent friend of Britain, and 
is j wise nnd cultivated, man. Unruffled and 
courteous, he jultm from deafness, which he 
probably finds convcKiieni at limes. He i^ married 
and has' three children. 

7 *. Ijik, Hossn 

Boin in 1910 in htanbul. he sitidied at 
Gakitasaray and graduated in 1940 Irom the Law 
Faculty of Ankara University, Bntcred the Turkish 
Foreign Service in 1940 and has served in various 
posts abroad and in the Ministrv of Foreign Affairs. 
He was Turkish ConsuhGcncral in Geneva until Ills 
transfer to ihc Ministry in 3954 us DlnDCtor-Gcncral 
of the Department of Commerce ami Commercial 
Agreements, He has since been promoted to be 
Assistant SecrtUiry-Gcncral for Economic Affairs. 

M, Uik is a pleasant person to deal with and 
hU best to he helpful. He docs not. however, give 
an imprc.ssion of fonccfulness and it is dilllcuU to 
tell how much weight he carries. He speaks 

excellent French and English and is murned lo an 
agreeable wife. 

77- Kiljfilt FanSn 

Born in Salonika in 1902. he studied at the School 
of Political Sciences in Ntanbul. specialising in 
f'iriancc and Economy. He was ii chief inspector 
at the Ministry of PifLince until May 1950. when 
he wa'i elected Dcmocrai Party Deputy tor 
<7imakkak During the 1952 budget debates he 
look a leading part during ihe Committee Mflge 
and ic^cilier with his friend, M. Cthhba^ f^o’.). 
sinifi^y cTiiJcised the Government p4dicy- The two 
men eonccntraicd their attack on M. A^aoglu ffl.v.) 
and. atlhough the Prime Minister offered both 


new Ministeria] appoinimcnis. Ehcy refused to enter 
I hr Cabinet imlil M. Agaoglu had been dismissed- 
The Prime MiniaLCr shonty afterwards nici ihtir 
request and M. Kabfat bei^Tiic Minister of Cusioras 
and Monopolies in April 1953, He was reappointed 
on ihe formation of the new Oovernmeni tn May 
T954, when he retained his scat at Canakkalc. 

He survived the Cabinet crisis of November 1955 
and was appointed a Minister of State in the 
4th Menderes Cabitvet. Re-elected a Deputy in 
October 1957 and confirmed In his jLppointment as 
Minister of Slate In the 5lh Mcndere$ Cabinet in 
November 1957, 

A member of the Executive Commiiice of the 
Democrat ?any, M. Kulafiit is a diminutive but 
energetic man. m the inliirnale counsels of the Prime 
Minister. He used lo be considered a poicniial 
dissident in the Party partly owing to his friendship 
with M. Ccligbiii. Nevertheless, after M. Cc]ikba^’'s 
Tcsignaiion, his attitude hardened and he is now one 
of the most outspoken critks of the Opposition. He 
is married and speaks Turkish only. 


711, Rapiai, Osman 

Dorn in Izmir in 1915. he studh^ in France and 
Gennany. soon became a prominent lawyer in 
Izmir and was chief leader writer in the newspaper 
Deiiiokrtil tzmir. Eleclcd Democrat Deputy for 
Izmir in 1950. he became a member of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of ihc Assembly nmd a Turkish 
delegate to the CoFusuhativc Assembly of the Council 
of Europe since 1950. In September 1952 he was 
nominated Minister in Brussels but he refused the 
appointment and in November 1952 he was elected 
deputy chairman of ihe Democrat Party Parlia* 
mentary Group. Appainied a Minister of State in 
May 1954. he was responsible for various adminis¬ 
trative branches of government, including land 
problems and the rc.settlciTKnl of refugees. He 
resigned in Sep!ember 1955 presumably because trf 
his rtsponsibtllly for refugees and student*, and their 
share in I he Septembec riots. But he had many 
enemies in. the Dcmocral Party. He has not been 
pn^minent since, and is nnw one of the three 
Dcmccrai; Piirty Inspectors for IsianbuL Re-ekcted 
a Deputy in the general cLcctkms of October 1957, 

M. Kapani is friendly to us. but sockilly he is 
rather trying, for he Is a persistent ami pompous 
Nrre witi\ little sense of hutnour He prides himself 
on his knowledge of foreign affairs, and U very 
Sensitive on maticfii affecting Turkey’s prestige as 
a Europe^" country. 

He vpcflks French iind German and a very little 
English, 

79. KArmasjiaDQglu, Fevzi Ejiaili 

Born in Manisa in I WO of a historic damity. he is 
a wealthy farmer, but in his youth he worked us a 
journalifit. 

Elected IDcmowut Deputy for in 1950, be 

was soon afterwards appointed Minister of Slate for 
Marshall .^kl. He wm: dropped from the Cabinet 
In March 1951 but reappoint^ Minister of Slate in 
June 1951, Mean whiles however, the responsibility 
for Marshal I Aid affairs, ov'Cr which he had disagreed 
with ihc Prime Minister, had been transferred to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

In Dctembcr 1951 he was appointed Minister of 
the Interior, but in >^ri] 1952. after one of his 
many dLsagrcemcnts with Somet Agaojlu, who had 
the Prime Mini,ster> backing, he resigned from the 
Government. 

Karaosmarwiilu was one of the most popular and 
inliucntiLd ieailiMrs of the Democrat Party: he strongly 
criticFKd the Government for pursuing a repressive 
potky after the 1954 elect ionik and hLs relations 
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with the Prime Minister suffered accordingly. His 
prestige in the Democrat Party- particularly in ihc 
;Egean urea, is high, Rc-clccted a Deputy in May 
1954. 

in 1955 his relation* wUh the Prime Mmisier 
again declined and he resigned from ibe Democrat 
Party, He was elected Leader of the Freedom Party 
at its Foundation in December 1955- Although 
Party Leader, he has not been protninenl In Free- 
dom Party campaigning for support und ii may be 
that he was chosen for his inffuenlial namc^ and 
general r^puiaiion. In the Grand Nalionid! 
Assembly he left the debating mainly to Fetbi 
Ci?likha$ and The younger members of the 

party. 

Failed for rc-cicction as a Deputy for hss home 
piovlncc of Manisa in the October 1957 elections. 

It is widely believed that he will now retire from 
politics and return to farming. 

A fall from a horse affected his spine and gave 
him the appearance of a hunchback. He is married 
and understands but docs noi speak Frefich. His 
sirengih lies in his integrity and i^vious sliicertiy, 

no, KaransmxnofLlu, Vakup Kadri 

Born in t8K8. the best known and one erf llic 
most prolific modern Turkish novelisis _ He a 
Deputy ffom 1927 to 19^4, during which Ume he 
rCEwescnlcd Turkey at severa] congresses abroad, 
Appoinicd Minister to Albania in 1934 he was 
iransrciTcd to Prague in 1936 and lo The Hague ir 
1939. In 1942 he wus appointed Minisler in Herne 
and in 1949 Anibassador at Tchrati- In 1951 be 
returned to Bcriw and retired soon afterwards. 

Me has roccnlly returned to some prominence in 
ihe Turkish Press and has delivered slashing attack* 
on The Dcmdcrui Party for their conduct of the 39.57 
general elections, , 

As ii novelist he has concentrated on social 
qucstkms and his works are coni rover sial among the 
more nattonalislic elements In Turkey. His most 
famous novel is " Yaban.'* which describes the 
mental isotulion of an Iruellcciiial stranded in a 
Turkish village. 

Hl. Karetf ^dl 

Born about 1*^105. he is a career member of the 
Turkish Foreign Service. He was " Chef dc 
Cuhinei’’ (o the Minister in 1944 and in the 
following year was a member of the Turkish 
Economic Mission to the United Kingdom, In 
S^lcmbcr 1945 hc became Counsellor in London 
and acled as Charge d',Affuircs. He returned to 
Ankara in 1950 and in 1952 became the ftrit 
Director-Gciitral of the newly-rormed NATO 
ITcpartmcat with the rank of Minister, At the end 
of April 3955 he was appointed Turkish Ambassador 
in Belgrade- 

He has been most friendly and helpful and, while 
not brilliant, is well above the average level of 
conipcicnec utnonig his colleagues. He has a 
pleasant personality and speaks good English. Hu 
is divofe^. 

K2, Killvlivi£lu, ,Safi 

Born uIXTUt 3 910. of Syrian origin, he is the 50 n of 
a tOTOwr member of the Syrian secret police, Edu* 
cated in Arab countries- he scidcd in htunbul at the 
nge of 16 and, as u servant of a member of the 
President I'd via IT. w'as given employment at the 
Dolmabuh^c Palace in [92S. He left this pest in 
disgrace and was at one time suspected erf being 
an agent of the Baghdad secret police. 

He joined the Democrat Forty on its foundation 
hut was expelled for hj.s ccasekss intrigues, Ht! 
then io;incd the National Parly and before long 
sceuriid absolute control of the Istanbul daily poper- 


IVm Jh/kJj, which was the party's official organ. 
He still owns the paper- which is one of the most 
powerful and influential in Turkey, but which has 
repeatedly been accused by the present Government 
of attempting to exploit religious feeling and 
reaction. During the 1954 dcctions the paper 
supported the R,N.F- 

A man of liltlc education- M, Kiligliotlu has been 
a vehement critic of the Democrat Government and, 
in particular- the Prime Minister, But early in 
1955 Cat a time when Iw was facing a charge of 
inciting public opinion by hes serialisation of a sit^ 
on life in Moscow) he improved his relations with 
the Prime Minister- and awonipanicd him on hit 
official visit to Iraq: his paper ha* modified it* 
criticisms of the Government accordingly, and is 
now one of the very few Independent Istanbul 
papers which docs not openly oppose (he Govern¬ 
ment. 

Re Speaks some French but no English, 

K 5 , Kirdnr. LUtfi 

Born in ISRS at Kirkuk, he studied medicine 
III Germany and subsequently joined the Govern' 
ment Medical Service, Elected F.ft F. Deputy for 
Kuiahy,^ in 1935 but resigned hi* scat for linatvcial 
reasons in 1936 and became Vali of Manisa. 
Appointed Vali of Istanbul in 1938. where he 
remained until replaced by Profe^r G^ikay (^.v.) 
in 1949. He visUed the United Kingdom in 1947. 

In Spctfmbcr 1949 he was apjpeinted Turkish 
Minister at Stwkholm, but the appointment was 
Ciirreelled and he wa* elected P,R.P. Deputy for 
Manisa in October of ihe same year. Lost his seat 
m the general election* of 1950 but subsequently 
joined Ihc ITvmocrat Party and was clceted on the 
Democrat Party list for Istinbul in 1954. Re-elected 
in Ociober 1957 and appointed Minister of Health 
in the (If fit Mend eras Cabinet in Novemtser 1957- 

As V:Tli of Istanbul Dr. Kirdur gained a repuui- 
lion for honesty and for being an. earnest moderniser. 
He has, however, been poliLiciilly in obscurity since 
19,St). 

He is married to a Circassian wife of an inffuenlial 
family. 

H4, Kof, V«hbi 

Born about 1900, the san of a small liindowncr 
from Ankara. Went into business and c.>bt(iined the 
Ford Agency for Turkey in 1928. This wa* the 
fcLindjEdcm of his fortune and he has *liKC extended 
his business intere.^ts so far that he i* now the 
richest man in Turkey, He controls a large Import 
and export business and. apart rrom being the Ford 
agcFll- hold* tliit! agency in Turkey for Fiats and 
General EIcctrk, BuiK aitd owns Ihe second largest 
hold in Istajihu] and is also sole owner of Turkey'* 
main rubber good.* roetoiy. 

M Koc wa* a supporter of the People's Republi¬ 
can Puny until 1950, He has- however, kept the 
favour of the Dcmocriit Party by means of large 
contributions to party funds and by founding a 
number of academic and social institutes. He is 
a shadowy figure but hu.* great financial inlluence, 
Speaks only Turkish. 

H5. KoprulU- MidiimeE hitat 

Bi>rn m Isiunbul in 1890, he is a deoccntbnt of 
the famous family of Grand Viiiers and enjw* some 
prosiige a* the bearer of one of the very few sur¬ 
viving historical names in Turkey, 

Kliprulti became a professor of history ut the 
University of Istanbul nt Btc age of 23, Between, 
the two world wars his oriental scholarshtp received 
intcmatbnal rew^nirion; honoured by several con¬ 
tinental universities, he visited Russia in 1925 and 
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I'>29, in 1929 and Tg:hran tn 1934. 

His best, known work? arc his contributlnji^ to the 
“ Encjcdapatfdiu trf Islam,” and he was a tciicting 
suihority on the history of Uic Shahi ol Khwarizm 
and the .\?frbaijan and Otgatay Turks. 

Deputy for Kar^ for many years, ho wa* Under* 
Secret.iry at the Ministry of Public Host ruction in 
1924. He wiLS one of the original fotiniJcrs of ihe 
DiemiOcTai Party and a prominent criiic of succcssisie 
P.R.P. Covenrments: in May E950 he was elected 
DciiKKrat Deputy for hstanbul and wa$ appointed 
Minister for Foreign AfT.'iirs, 

Kc worked persisicntiy for the inclusion of 
Turkey in the hfenh Atlantic Treaty Organfsation. 
and his final success during I95T and f952 enhuneed 
his and seemed to jiistify his methods. The 

Tripartite Treaty with Gi'cfccc and Yugoslattii. signed 
in 1953. and the ceremoniai visiu .surrounding ii. 
have red his vanity even moFC. He is a tbomugh- 
going enemy of the Soviet Union. 

The Prime Minister, M. MendereS, always ciicrted 
a strong indueuoc on M. KopriiEu's policies. He 
was criticised for his handling of the cKpulslon of the 
Turkish Ambassador from Cairo in 1954 (Hulusi 
Tugay) nml his lack of prominence during the nego- 
Uarions prior to the agreement between Pakistan 
and Turkey gave rise to spccuhiion that he would 
he replaced as Minister for Foreign Affairs. It 
became more and more obvious Thai the Prime 
Mmister was taking the conduct of foreign uffairs 
in.,a his own haiw. and M. Kbpridu, thriugh 
accompanying M. Menderes cm bis visits to Middle 
East capstal.s" played little pan in the negotiations 
for the Turoo'iracti Pad, U therefore c^me a.< no 
surprise when in April 1955 the Prime Mtnwter look 
over the Minislry of Foreign AfTuirs and M. ICdpriiliS 
became merely another Mlntstcr of Slate. After u 
perlixl of compamtive obscurity he re-emerged in 
December 1955 as Mirister for Foreign Affairs 
in the Fourth Mendercs CLibinct. But his relations 
with the Prime MinLster soon detcriorelcd, partly 
a^ a resuU of the Prime Minister's high*handed action 
over two of Profescor KbprulU's relatives in the 
Democrat Party. He ei'cnlually resigned from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in June 1956, probabEy 
becau.^ of his disgust at live w'hite-wushiiig of 
Miikerrem Si 3 iol Sub.<ieiquently iiis relations 

with the Prime Miniiter and with the Dcmtwai 
Parly rapidly worsened and, in September 1957. he 
resigned from the party on the groimds ihat it no 
longer stood for the principles on which it had been 
created. His example was followed by only two or 
three Deputies and he did not stand as a candidilc in 
the October 1957 elections. He ha.s so far remained 
independent although htif sympathies are evidently 
with The Freedom Party and he has written .i mmiber 
of powerful Press articles denouncing M, MeintcrcK 
and the Democrat Party. N^cverthdess, now that he 
is no longer in the Assembly ihi? conviction is 
growing that his political career i.s at an end. 

He speaks fluent Frcftch. Mis wife, whom he met 
when she attended his Icclurcs as a Student at the 
Istanbul University, is not easy EO entertain, though 
she speaks some Oerman and is now making •ii>mc 
progress with English, which she likes to practise. 
Hfs daughter, who recently married a member the 
Ministry of Foreign AUairj. speaks English. 


86, KiipHihik Oriuin 

Born in 1920 und educated at Istanbul University, 
where he wa^i a lecturer in the Faculty of Letters 
from 1945 to 1949. Did research at Lorulon Uni- 
versify from 1951 to 1953 on ihc history of AngJo- 
Tufkish relations. After returning to Turkey in 
1953, when his father, Fual KdphilO (n/.v.), was sliil 
Foreign Minister, he joifircd ihc Democrat Parly and 
was elected Chairmttn of the porty^s Istanbul 
organisation in June 1955. 


M, KdpriilQ^s relations with the party deteriorated: 
in 1956 and 1957. owing to hi.-? dislike of the 
increasing authoritarianism of the Prime Minister. 
He eventually resigned from his chojrnranship and 
from the party in July 1957 and joined the Freedom 
Party. Ejected Chiurm^n of the Freedom Party 
Uianbul orgaii'Safipfl in Scfwcmber 1957 and w';i5 un 
un-iuccessfHl candidate on the Freedom Party li.sE 
in the 1957 general elections. 

An intcliigciit and forcefitl character, he K 
regarded as an up arrd coming man in Turkish 
polities, but niiiy have ssriou.s]y handicapped himself 
by adherence lo the FreCilotn Party. 

il7. KoralijMi, Refik 

Deputy for l^cl, KoraEtan was born in IS99 jit 
DivTit in CenTfitl Anatolia. Having graduated ff<)m 
Ihc Law Faculty tn Istanbul, he practi.Scd taw fcir 
^me lime. He played d rolc of some importance 
in the War of indcpcndcnct as president of the 
fiftlt Independence Court responsible for Central 
AnuioUa, From 1920-35 he was Deputy for Konjm. 
Since 1943 he has been Deputy for [(■cl. 

One of the orlgiruil founders of the Democrui 
Piiity, he was rewarded with the olRcc of ChuirmLm 
of ihc Nutioral As.scmbly in 1950 which he reiains. 
He is an adequate ligurcheud. By the Con.Hihution 
he acts as Presideni of the Republic when ihc latter 
is out of the country. Jle now appears tO play little 
part in politicuE life, although he oontrcU Assembly 
debates with a strong governmental bias and in the 
manner of a parade-ground sergc^int-major. l-ie 
headed parliamentary delccarions lo Iraq and Italv 
in 1956. 

RtH;leclied a Deputy In ihc 19S7 elections and aliio 
lo hl$ trudllional posE of Chairnian of Ihc N^utional 
Assembly, 

He Is married, has four children, und speaks a very 
little French. He i.s friendly, but rather slow^wliced. 
and extrentel) vain. 

86, Korez, .Nufi/ 

Born m Kula in 1909. he graduated in medidne 
and served with the Ministry of Hcalllu .A 
spccblisi in iiiteriml diseases. 

Elecuod Deniocral Party Depuiy for Manisa in 
1950 and re elected in 1954. Appoimed Miniiiter of 
Health in ihc Fourth Mendcres Cabinet in December 
1955. As a Minister he showed no pnrlicular signs 
of energy or ability, Re-elected a Deputy in the 
general elections of OcEOber 1957, but was not re¬ 
appointed to the Cabinet. 

69. Konir, Ahmet Salih 

l^rn about ]9ti!> and educated ut the School of 
Political Sciences, he became a civil servant und in 
1947 wai appointed Director-Gcncrul of the Land 
Registry. Whilst in this post he earned Ehe gratitude 
of Adniin Mendcrcs, whose lands m Aydm he Is 
said to have defended againrt P.R.P. designs. 

After the victory of the Democrat Parly m the 
1950 elcctiOn.v, he emerged from comparative 
obscurity lo become Under-Sccnelary lo the new 
Prime Minister, M* Mcndcfts. In 1952 lo 1953 tic 
was for sometime also acting Undcr-Sectetury r>f the 
Ministry of the Jnierior. Ho was a member of the 
Turkish delegation to the Coronation of Her 
Majesty The Queen, and returned much impressed. 

In 1954 he was appointed Undcr-Sc^ary of 
State ai the Prime Ministry, where he becainc 
jrtcToasingly influential as more adminlslrative work 
was delegated lo him by the busy Prime Minister. 
We resigned at M. Mendcrcs's wish in September 
1957 Eo siand os a Democrat Phrty candidate for 
Ankara. Defeated at the elections in Oclobef 1957 
he returned to his post at the Prime Minimy. 

Intelligent, but bntsque und unpopular, M, Komr 
lives On the Prime Minister's favour and is iaki Eo 
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be one of the few people in Turkey who hait any 
Infiucnce over M. Mendcrcs. A coming man. He 
ii, marTtcd und speaks only Turkish- 

9U. Knmlijrk, Eahri, .Admiral 

Bom in ]^K)4 and Commisslontd in the Turkish 
Navy in 1923. A submarine specialist, he was Naval 
AliachiJ in Rome, Elcritn and IMockhotm, Appomled 
Director of Iniclligcncc of the Turkish Geiteral Staff 
in 1954 and Commander-in-Chief, Turkish R«i, in 
1955. Replaced by Admiral Lllusan in August 
1956 ond appolmcd Commander, .Slraiis and 
Marmara. 

Appointed acting Commandcr-m-Cbief. Turkish 
Navy , and COMEDNORHAST irt place of AtJmira] 
Aliincan C<ir.v.li in October 1957. 

.Admiral Koniiurk. who is married lo a rich and 
w^El-connceied ivife, is orie of the besi Turkish naval 
otRoers. He is cETlcicnt and li« :i strong personality. 
Although outwafLily dour, he fs in fact plemumi and 
co-operative. 

91. Kdymvn, Hulusi 

Born in Istanbul in IS9 e he itudiod law and later 
pfaciisetl us li lawyer. In June 1949 3i« became 
A ntetuber of the 'Admiriistraiivc Council of the 
DernocTLii Party- anJ In May 1950 he w‘a.s elected 
Democrat Depuiy for Bursa and Vice-President of 
the Grand Naiicnal Aswmbly. In December 1950 
he was appointed Minister of Labour, and in the 
Cabinet reshuffle of March 1951 he was transferred 
lo t1>e Ministry of National Defence. In November 
1942. he resigned from the Ministry of Defence and 
was elected chairman of llle Dciltocrut Party 
Patliamcnlar)' Group and member Of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of the Assembly, In January 
1953. ht iiMl the Turkish Far!tamentary dele^iion 
to Yugoslavia, Re-clcotcd a Deputy in May 3954, 
In January 1955 he was in [he Prime MiniSlCf s parly 
for his otHcinl visit to Baghdad and Beirut. Re- 
elecicd a Deputy In the general ekeliems of October 
1957. 

He is nuT/ied and has two children. Ho speaks 
Turkish only. 

92. K'hfrevi, Ko'sim 

Born in Bitlis in 1920, he followed Llamie studies 
.at tsEanbul Unricrvity and was then on the aiaJT of 
the Literature Faculty at the univefsiiy. He w;ts 
elccred Democrat Deputy for Agxi in 1950 iind 
retaincd this scat in 1954. In 1955 he worked! with 
FciSii Cclikbu 5 to form an Oppor.lJun group 
of young Dsputics within the Democrat Party. He 
resigned ffom the Party in the summer of 1955 and 
remained an lndc|x:ndent. resolutely deetining to join 
the Freedom Puriy allegedly because it might p^- 
judice the Govern nisnl against his Kurdish 
roii 4 ii:jtuent.s. In September 1957 he was persuaded 
l>y she Prime Minister to rejoin the Demoerai 
Party and was re-ctec;cd u Deputy for A£ri on the 
|>emocr;it Party list in the October 1957 elections. 

,A Kurd, he is lix’cly and intelligcnl and speaks 
Ilucn[ English, Anihie and Persian, Mfiirled with 
one child. 

93. Kurwralp, Zeki 

Bom in 19]4 in Istanbul and brou|hht up and 
educated in .Swtl^.erland. Graduated in I93E from 
the Univcfsity of fleme and enEeratl the Turkish 
Foreign Service in 3 940. Has servtsd in Bucharest* 
Prague and in ihc Turkish delegation to NATO. 
Was " chef du Cabinet ” lo the Secretary-General of 
ihc Minisiiy of Foreign Affairs in 1947* tn 1957 he 
relumed to the Ministry and was appointed Assistant 
.Secrclary^Gcncral for Political Affairs with ihc rank 
of Minister, 


M. Kuncralp Ls a compeicn:, honest and hard- 
working aflicial whose Swiss background is apparent 
in his work and manner. He speaks good English, 
French and German, as well as. SrOme Russian. 
MaJfticd Nvlth two children. 

94, Rural, .Adnon 

M. Kura] Is otic of the abler members the 
Turbivh Foreign Service, In Septem^r 1945 he 
rctuintcd to ibc Ministry after being First Secretary 
in Moscow, tn I94S he was a member of die 
Turkish DclegalJon lo the United Nations. Fromi 
1951 to 1955 he was in the Third DeparimcoE of 
Use dealing with mternatlonal organisations, 

und from (952, on promotbn to Minister, he was 
head Lif the department- He co-operiued closely 
with the Embassy und .showed sound judgmen; and 
considerable intcLigcnce. 

In; February 1955 he was nominated Turkish 
.Aniba,v.^^dor ro Syria, at a particulariy crilicut time 
for Turco-Syriiin relations. He took up his post ibe 
toil Oiling nionth und made a fa^'ourable impression 
In Damascus, 

He IS cidler separated or divorced from his intclli* 
gent wife. He Speaks very good English aud 
excellent French. 

95, Kurtmihijda, Ma/alfer 

Bi?rn in I9I3 in Manisa. A lawyer by profession. 
Elected a Democrat Party Deputy for Manisa in 
1950 and re-elecinal In !954 and 1957. Appointed 
a Minister nf State in the fifth Menderca Gabinei in 
November 1957, 

Before his appointment lo the Cabinet 
M. Kurbtinoglu w'us an mcorb,spicutTiis back-bencher 
in Ihc Dcnvocrat Party; and is alleged to be a devoted 
follower of M Mcncdcrts and a personal frfend of 
the other Minisier of State, M. Kalufal He is 

marrrHerf and speaks French. 

96 , Kurtbzk. Seyfi 

Born in 19{>5 and educated ai the hlanbul Mili¬ 
tary School and War Aciidcmy. He spent most of 
his life in the army, w-js a Military Attache in Paris 
before the war and in Greece during the earl]|,' part 
of the war. Later in the war he Wii.s a military 
observer uiLiiehcd lo t]ie British Eighth Army. By 
1950 hif w^s u staff colonel and acting head of the 
Mobiliii^lion Dcpanmeni. On the eve of the 1950 
general elections he resigned and joined the Demo¬ 
crat Parly, wrote some nrticlci for the Denic^rat 
Fully ncwi^papcr advocating a reduction of milhaTy 
cKpcndiiure. and was clecied Democrat Deputy tor 
.Ank.ira- In August 1950 he was appointed Minister 
uf Cominunicjikins and to Xovember 1952 he 
became Minister of National Defence. 

Colonel Kurlbck wus un energetic, ambitious and 
intrepid sialT officer and wrote severuJ books on 
military subjects. HIj position as Mioisler was 
resellby many wnior oBlccrs who would not 
tolerate being suWrdiimIe to an e.v-colonel, and this 
led to his resignation in 1953. when he appeared to 
lose (lie support of the Prime Minister. He was 
rc-clocicd a Deputy in May 1954, In 1955 he was 
assoeiaicd with Fcthl Ct^likba^ (q.v.l in the dissidenE 
group of intellect cals within the DeniDcrat Party, 
In the event he rerniiined in the Democrat Party and 
w iihdrcw ht.s jiupwrt from the dis.s[dcnts. Failed for 
re-election as a Deputy (for Ankara) in the elections 
of October 1957- 

Hc is reserved and inconspicuous but determined 
ond obslinide. He speaks French and some English, 

97* Mandaliitci Zeyyai 

Born in Bodrum hi 1915, he studied Political 
Science in Paris and then went into business. 
Elected Democrat Purty Deputy for Mugb in 1950 
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and rc~ele£J.cd in 1454. [lir^ liitvcs rcpr&i;entcd 
TurVf:) at the Counct! of Europe and bcciini^ u 
member of the Foreign Affairs Comtnissior of the 
Gniriid Nulional Assembly in I9S2. Appointed 
Mkimter of Econon:ty and Commerce in place of 
M. I'ahreliin Ula^ (t/.v.) in May [956. Although he 
made a gixidi job of presenling the scrappy so-calied 
cconornii! reforms la the National As^mbly {tnd had 
at the time the repuiation of being a good '* Mcndercs 
ruan," he resigned in November 1956 and was 
replaced by M. Aker {jy.c.). Re-elected a Deputy in 
the general elections of Oaober 1957. he is now said 
to represent ihe^ moderate faction in the Deniocrat 
Party and lit be opposed to M. Mcndercs’ high¬ 
handed methods. 

He speaks Frerkch and Eriglis-h. 

98, MjpirrTUdi, Cnnvtantu]i> T- 

Ikirn in a village between Silivri and Istanbul on 
December 9. 1884, he was educated at Galatasaniy. 
Istanbul and joLned the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
in 1901. During his career in the Foreign Service of 
the Ottoman Empire he sened in Athens, Batoum, 
Belgrade. Rome. London (1912), Rome again and 
finiflly Washington. He left the service in i9l7 and 
for (i time worked in banking and business circles, 
in 1926 he was Secretary tc the Brilish Agent on the 
Anglo-Turkish Mixed Arbitral Tribunal and in 1929 
joined 77re Times of London as assistlint corres¬ 
pondent in Istanbul. He became full correspondent 
in 1940 and a siaff correspondent in 1941. A well- 
known ffgure in Turkish political and yournalisUc 
circles, he is si wcll-inforniied and reliable observer, 
but now fiiihcr a past number and looking forward 
to his retirement. 

Since the riots of September 1955 there has been 
a gwd deal of private criticisms of M. Mavroudi‘s 
reporting, especially on Cypru.s, in view of his 
alleged pro-Greek sympaihicsi. His health has lately 
been failing. 

99, Nliyalepck, HUvrydn 

Bom in Istanbul in I9|4, he graduated in 1940 
from the Law Faculty of Rome University and sub¬ 
set! ucntly ffA'ned a D^orate of Law there, Entered 
the Turkish Foreign Serv icc in 1944 and has served 
in many appointments in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and abroad. He was First Sc«etary in the 
Turkish Delegation to NATO at Paris until 1954 
when he was iransferred to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs as Assi.siani Director of the NATO Depart¬ 
ment, Promoicd to be Head of the Oeparlmcnl and 
subsequently combined this post with being 
Assistant Secretary-General for NATO matters. 

M- Mayiiepck is friendly and conopcraiive but 
tKjt very bright. He speaks good French and Italian 
and voluble but often incamprchensible Engliiih but 
his apparanily procrastinating methods arc partially 
redeemed by his acucc sense of humour. He has the 
distinction nf being married to a daughter of Enver 
Djmad, an intelligent woman and practising chemist 

inff, Mendcrcs, AdiiMn 

Boni in Aydin in 1399. He graduated from the 
Law Faculty of Istanbul University and Icami 
English In Izmir, He serxed throughout the War 
of Independence a rcscnc officer. A large land- 
owner In Ay din and practical farmer. M. Mcndcrcs 
became chairman of the Peojple^s Party in Aydin. 
and in 1933 he was elected Deputy for that place 
and became a member of the Finance Commission, 
of the National Assembly. 

A slrong critic of ihe Land Refomt Law of 1945^ 
he look a leading part in the formaiitm of the 
Democrat Party, was eiectf?d Denwerut Deputy for 
KUtahya in 1946, and soon became well known as 
one of the most powerful Opposition speakers in 
the Assembly, 


After his party's victory In the 1950 general 
elections. M. Menrlcrcs becittne first Democrat Prime 
Minister, and after M. Bayar's eketion to the 
Presidency of the Republic he was iSlecicd chairman 
of the Democrat Party, His ability. dynamic 
personality and forceful oratory had already i^lcvatcd 
him to LL position of complete doniination among his 
\Tisristm and in the party. 

On coming to power, M Mcndcrcs embarked on 
an extensive programme of capital construction and 
indusLrlalisatioji: far beyond the resources, of the 
country. His rule became more personal and more 
inloktant of criticism as his power and confidence 
increased. Already in 1952 two Ministers; and a 
high party oflaqial resigned as a protest against his 
high-handedness. Before the elections of 1954, he 
forced through the Assembly measures designed to 
place the P.R.P. Opposition al a disadvantage, 
notably conhscation of the f.R,P/s ptiopcrtic.s aru! 
restrictions on the freedom of the Press. 

In May 1954 M. Mendercs' Democrat Puny was 
returned to power with a large majority, due more 
to his genuine achievements than lo these pariisaji 
laws. ;ind his prestige reached its height. However, 
hi.s authoritarian iciidcncics further increased and 
more taws were passed to cripple the Opposition. 
By rtow' the counlry's economic development wa.s 
outrunning its sourccs Of credit und M. Mcnderes' 
hopes to save the situation, by means of a large loan 
from the United Stmts in the spring of 1955 were 
disappointed. 

From time to lime M. Mcndcrcs has made 
conciliatory' approaches towards the Opposition and 
Invited them to collabaratc in Parlianrcmaiy govern- 
mert on an umicublc basis. But any criticism at 
once stung him to further attacks, and since mid- 
1955 his relations with the Opposition parties have 
been con&LstcnEly bitter, except for un ephemeral 
reconciliucion with M. IriOnii in the spring of 1957. 
It wjii nol. however, till 1955 that his authoritarian 
attitude and the deteriorating econonrk sTination led 
to serious opposition within hLs own party. 

This l: rysluUisod first in the rcsigniition from the 
party of u group of dil.s.sidcttts led by M. Kamos- 
niano^lu (q.v.) and M. Cdikba; (■y.v.), who founded 
the new Freedom Party in December 195,5; and, 
secondly, in a revolt Che Parly Parliamcntaiy 
Group in late Noveinber which resulted in the 
resignation of M, Mendercs and his Cabinet, Never- 
ihcliiss. he received a personal Vtitc of confidence 
from the group and formed a new Cabimet in which 
he includ^ a number of new and hitherto unknown 
Ministers. He undertook to curry out a number of 
dcTTiocraiic reforms and also measures of economic 
retrencliiuent; but it was not long before he again 
felt strong enough to resume hi.^ autocratic methods. 
The political reforms did not materialise and in 1956 
he rushed more undcmDCraiic laws through the 
Assembly designed to mu^e the Press and Tcstrici 
the activities of the OppoSilicn. Equally he refu^ 
to modify the ambitious capital development pfiV 
gramme on which he sets great personal store. He 
MK^n appeared in fact to have regained full control 
tif the Democrat Parly and of the Government, 

In 1957 he decided that, on account of the rapidly 
deteriorating economic situation and the continued 
pressure of the Opposition, it would be as well to 
advance ihe date of the general electionis constiiu- 
tionully due in May 195§. Before the announce¬ 
ment of Ihe Ociohcr 1957 elections was made he 
further rcstricicd (he activities of the Oppositii^ by 
ordering the airesi, in July, of M. Bdlilkba^i^ the 
leader of ihe Rcpubiiean National Party, for insulting 
the moral pcrsonaliiy Of the National Assembly, and 
also by rushing an amendment to the Electoral Law 
through the Asmmbly preventing the Opposition 
parties from combining against ihe Democrat Patty 
in the elections. As a result of these further illiberal 
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measures M. Fuat Koprillu and two or three 
other Deputies resigned from iKe Democrat Party. 

M. Mcndcrcs conducted the 1957 election cam¬ 
paign with great personal vigour and concenlratod 
mainly on the past achievement of the DenKx;rat 
Party and (he prctniisc of a glorious future under their 
continued regime. In ihe et'cnt his party won the 
elections but with a reduced majority of only 24tl 
seats. Rumours immcdiaidy became current that the 
elediojia had been rigged and relations between 
the Frinte Minister and the Optiosition further 
deteriorated. It was evident however that the 
Prime Minister was not prepared to make concessiojis 
either to the Opposition <>t to the n^odcratc dements 
within his own party, and his Fifth Cabinet contained 
an even higher proporttort than u.sua] of yc.'^ nicn. 
Nevertheless he had already encountered opposition 
from within his own party as demonstrated by the 
fad that it (oiik him iwcniy-hvc days to form his new 
Cabinet. 

It is thought that President Bayar di-supproves of 
M. Mendetes^ autocratic Icndencics and also of his 
prcdtlcction: for certain discrcdilablc cronies; and 
th;t| the Prciiident sternly opposed the inclusion of 
M, Zorlu in the Fifth Cabinet, Nevertheless during 
Ihe election campaign Ihe President and the Prime 
Minuter appeared to he working together in com- 
pleie harmony, 

M. Mcndcrcs lakes a stfoi^ interest in foreign 
affairs; he has paid olficiaL visits to many EurcpCtUt 
and Asiatic capitals, including London, and also 10 
Washington, He attended the coronation of Her 
Majesty The Ouecn. In early (955 M. Mendercs 
was indefatigable to promote the Turco-lraqi Pud 
and has been a consi.stent supporter of the Baghdad 
Pact which grew out of it. He took the conduct of 
foreign affairs more and more into his own hands 
and in April 1955 dis^missed Fuit K^priilU (^r-v.i 
and look over the Ministry of Foreign Affairs himself 
until July 1955, when Futin Zorlu became 

Foreign Minister. He has always worked closely 
with M. Zorlu and has relied on him for advice, 
but has continued to exercise close persona! control 
of foreign policy whoever the Minister in offke might 
be. He was ihc Turkish spokesman in the talks that 
took place during the Secretary^ of Stale's visit to 
Ankara in March 1956 and expressed himself with 
his u.sual clarity and force. After the Suez crisis 
in the autumn of 1956 hc played a leading part in 
The meetings of the Moslem members cf the Baghdad 
Pact and considered himself with some jusiilicalion 
rcspt.msiblc for persuading the other nwmbcTs not 
to expel Great Britain from the Pact, 

He dresses eareMly. is married ami has one son. 

Although rumours arc conrtanlly current that he 
is dtvclopine parunoaie tendencies and that hc is 
becoming increasingly un.stable. he alvruys presents 
a front of complete self-possession and suavity. His 
powerii of concentration are immense and he has the 
outstanding faculty of being ubie to divorce himself 
from his many preoccupnlions and concentrate 
exclusively on the probtcni under discussion what* 
ever Its nature may be. He speaks sotne Fngliih 
W'hich. (hough hesitani. is improving, and under¬ 
stand!; It rca.vonably well 

lOL MeuiJcrest, Ftbcni 

Born in 1399 in Izmir,, hc studied at the Istanbul 
Faculty of Law and practised Uiw in Aydin for 
many years. He was Mayor of Aydin several tintes. 
In the early thirties he was as.sociated with Fcthi 
Okyar's Free Party, and he joined Ihc Democrat 
Party al the time of its foundation. He stood as 
Democrat candidate for Aydin in the general 
cteciions of 1946 and 1950, and in 1950 he was 
rciurnedF In August 1952 he was appoinled Mtnislcr 
of the Interior. Hc has acted as Foreign Minister 
during ihe absences of M. KdprdlQ. Appointed 
Minister of National Defence in May 1954, 


He wu"! appointed .Acting Minister of ihe Interior 
after tlic riois of September fi-7. 1955, and was 
coafinncd as Mini.stcr of the Interior on 
September 50. He survived the (^binei crisis of 
November 1955 In the same appointment and was 
appointed Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs after 
(lie resignation uf Professor Kl^prulU (f/.v.) in Juni 

1956. Appointed Mi flitter Of Public Works in 
October 1956. he rclEnquishcd Ihe Ministry of the 
Interior but remained as acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs until replaced by M. Zorlu ( 9 , 1 ,) on the 
formation of (he fifth MenderesCabinei in November 

1957. Hc remained as Minkter of PubJie Works 
only. Visiied Wes-t Germany, France and the (Jutted 
Kingdom in 1956. 

A wealthy IniKlquner. he is a boyhood friend but 
no blood relation of Adrian Mqnderes. His xeul for 
the Democrat Party earned him his appointment to 
the Ministry of the Interior, and he is reputed to be 
capable and cncrsctic, bitl in tiotic of his Minislcrial 
appointnicnt^ docs he seem to have made any .'rtrong 
impression, Hc Is courlcous, pleasant (o meet and 
personally friendly to u.s. He speaks Turkish only 
but his wife speaks French. 

th2. Mctienienctoglu,^ Numnn 

Born in 1S80 of an inffucnttal family, he was 
educuted at Galatasiijy and studied jaw in Switzer¬ 
land. In I9i5 hc joined the Turkish Foreign Service 
and served jtucioes.sivelj^ in Vienna. Berne, The Hague. 
Athens. Budapest. Beirut and the Ministry^ until in 
1933 he w^ts promoted Ambassador and appointed 
to the new post of Secretary-GenCrfll of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affaira. 

Having played a pn,»tnjr>eni part in the Montreux 
Conference and the Alcxandrciia ncfotiations, he 
was elected Deputy for Gaziantep in E937 in order 
to hcoomc l^riiamcntary Dndcr-Sccneiory for 
Foreign Affairs, but soon afterwards* when this post 
abolished, he resigned his scat and returned to 
his previous post. He txmdiictcd the negotiations 
for Ihc Anglo-Frcnch-Turkkh Treaty of 1939 and for 
the Turco-Gcrman Credit Agreement of the sanve 
year In August 1942 he was elected Deputy for 
Istanbul^ and a few days lalcf appointed Minister 
for Foreign Affairs. In June (944 he resigned and 
was appointed Ambassador to Paris, From 3 949 
to 1951 he was accredited also to Lisbon. 

In the summer of 1957 he retired from the Foreign 
Service and, io the general surprise, stood as a 
Dem^ut Party candidate for Istanbul in the general 
elections of October 1957. He was duly elected and 
it is expeeted that he may play some part in the 
Foreign Affairs Commission of the Grand Naiional 
Awicmhly. 

For many year* M. ^fc^emencio|:lu was the 
leadiiig authority on foreign affairs ant! his influence 
in .shaping Turkish policy was considerable. 
iTKclIigcnE. subtle and hard-working,, he is an abk 
and unscrupulous ncgoiiator* and ia generally 
considered to be Turkey's leading diplomat. He was 
probably mainly responsible for keeping Turkey out 
of the Wiir early in 1944, 

Now dc^f and in indifferent hcafih* he i.s some- 
whai retiring, but friendly and likeable. He is a 
good bridge player, and spcak.s excellent French, 

IflJ. Kevitf* General 

Born in 1896 and commissioned in |9|4, he served 
on most fronts in the firs! world war and took part 
in the War of Independence. Between 1929 and 1931 
he iittemlcd course.^: at German military schools. 

Ptomoicxi major-general in 1941. he was for some 
time Inspector of Engineers. Hc w-as appointed 
Commandarn of the College and fWinoted 

I tout enan(-general in 1947. In 1952 he was appointed 
EO comniufKl ihe Thitd Army (Erzurum), In 1954 
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he becime Contmandcr oF ihe Comblrtctl Stuff 
Colleges at Yildiz. Appoiricd u tnemher of the 
Suprertie Militaiy Court and Chainnan of the 
Suprcjijc Military Court of Appeal in June 1956- 
Appoini.tl Lieting Chief of ihc Turkish General Staff 
cn, the rciiretnent of General Tutinboylu. {(j-v.) in 
September 1957. 

Although shrewd and hsnhworJcing, he I't not 
impressive a*; a Cominaiulcf^ He is very friendly to 
British officers. Marriod, he speaks German, sonw 
French, atul m teaching himself English, which he 
can now spe^tk a little. 

I (Ml. M u.vtecitbit F-sat Adi) 

Dorn about tbUO, he was once a judge and a 
reformist prison governor. Howe'^cr, he resigned 
from the pybfic sijrvice and devoted himself to sadal 
reform. In 1946 he forniral the Turkish Socialist 
Parly and began to publish a newspaper. 

He was arrested ai the end of 1946 For alleged 
Communist uctisity : but in 1949 he was acquitted 
iind r^icased for lack of evidence, and m 1950 he 
rcfouitded his Socialist Puny and became editor of 
a ivew Sociaiiiit newspaper The n^iwspaper 

soon died out, and (he Socialist Party attracted little 
support: in the 1951 by-eJeciions MUsiecabi himself 
polled less than ■ I per cenC of the votes in Istanbul. 
In June 1952 his party was suppmesied for alleged 
Communisi activity and he himself was resisted 
ainl imprisoned. He is now at liberty again but 
lemnins under constant police supervisjon. 

Originally not a doginaiic Communist, he has 
shown 110 undue pro^Sovict leanings, ui any rale in 
public, though some of his newspaper articles urged 
neutralism. 

105. Nadi, Nadir 

Born in Fcihiyc in I90S, Iw studied at 
GaluUtsury Lyede and in Germany and Austria. He 
icthcritod from hiv father Cwttfuiriyt't, one of the 
most powerful newspapers in the country. 

Elected indepcmleni Deputy For Mugla with 
LX'iuocrat Puny support in 1950, he hiis been a 
member of the Fottign Affairs Comniiiicc of tive 
p st-rtd c-^'cry yc-sx since he hus- utlcndcti 

II number cif inlcniaiionsl conferences a.v an official 
Turkish dc]cj?alc. In 1954 he was a member of the 
Turkish Ddegation to the Cotwultativc Assembly of 
the Council of Europe, but wuv defeated m the 
Democrat Patty ptirliatiKntor) group’s elccliott for 
this position in May 1955. 

Elected as an Indepemkut cindidaie m the 
Democrat Party list in May 1954, he did not stand 
for re-election in the 1957 elections. Although hiS 
newspuper is still thtoreiically independent it ha* 
moved away from support ctf the I^mfxrai Purty 
and is now strongly oppositional. On foreign affairs 
g[ has recently taken u marked anti-Biiiish line 
especially over Cypru.s thanks to the activities of the 
foreign news editor. M- C0$cir (i/fV.). 

M. N'.uli is Westernised, worldly and .?Uongly anli' 
relEgious and ipeiids much lime m Wcsicrn Europe, 
.An admirer of German eullure nrd formerly pro- 
Nazi. he now supports Turkey’s ties- with the Wtsl. 
He is howTVer c.strctiicly stupid and c.sercises less 
and ks 5 conirol over his ^tuff, especially M. Cottar. 
(Hit bfothcr, Dorian Nadi, who is co-editor, is a very 
simitar charncicr.) Roth he ond his wife speak 
French, 

1C6, Sasuhieilbl. KulLncddlii 

Bor« in 1894 at Seuiafi, Educated (rt Use Istanbul 
Schtwl of Political Science, he entered civil «rvi^ 
and rose to be Governor of li^cl in 1935 and in 1939 
Director-General at the Miniitry of the Inicrior. 
After four more governorships he wa^ placed 


ejt in 1949. EtcCl^^ a Democrat Deputy 

in 1950, he wa* apiminted Minister of the Fnicrior in 
the first Dcmocfatic Governnicnt. In the Cabinet 
reshuffle of March 1951 he c:(chungcd the portfolio 
of the Interior for that of Ju.^ticc. 

How'cver he had been too doscly u.ssocjated with 
[he P-R.P. for ihe more radical niemlwr.s of the 
Democnir Party, who alleged particularly that he hod 
rigged the 1946 clectioris ai!;ainst them, in Sam.^iun t 
and in November 1952 he was forced to resign. 
Re-elected a Dumocral Party Deputy in May 1954. 

En Jatiuiiry 1955 he wUi a member of the Prinw 
Minister’s party for his official vidi to traq and the 
Lebanon. Re-elected si Deputy ifot Fdirne) in 
October 1957. 

I^etiring, but not unfriendly, he is nmrried and 
speaks some French. 

107. Ohmi, Zt'kii, Geii .’ral 

Dom in IS94, amd commissioned in 1912. He 
served in the First World War and in the War of 
Independence. In 1936, when he was u colonel, 
he was appoinled 10 form m Armoured Combat 
Command and bccantc its commander. In I93S he 
was promoECtl hrigadicr^ Promoted nialar-gcueml 
and a divisional consniaitder lU 1940. 1944, iJispcotor 
of signaLs : 1947, G.O.C, air defence ; ! 948* promoicd 
lieutenant-general and corps contniatidcr-, 1950. Vice- 
Chief of the General Staff. In 1951 he led a 
'■ gixsdwill ” ftiilitary misHion to Pakisian, and m 
1952 he was promotiid general arid became G.O.C., 
Firs^i Army. In July 1952, however, he relumed to 
his previous post as V.C-G S. In 1954. after being 
head of the Turkish Uiaison Mliaion in Japan (for 
Korea), he tetiraJ but was recalled in May 3955 to 
become a member of the Supreme Military Council. 
Appoinled Turkish Ambassador at Kabul m 
IDccembcr 1955. 

General Okan is self-opinionated and difhculi to 
gel to know. The Anserican Mission used to 
complaiii tbul he never fulfilled hii undeTtakings. 
He Ls married, 

108. Gkntflv NVdim 

Born in Kills in 190'S, he is a gradtiaie of the 
School of Potitiial Sciences. tJriipnaUy a civil 
servant, he had ri-sen to be Chief Inspector at the- 
Ministry of Finanw before his election as Democrat 
Deputy lor Maru| in 1950. 

In March 1951 he was appointed Mtntsicr of 
Agficuliurc, and he wag reappointed In May 1954. 
After the Cabinet crisis of November I95S lie was 
appointed Minister of Finance. There were stones 
ihat hij financiali pohcy was opposed lo the Priiiw 
Ministers and ihut he was a possible iucc^sor to 
M. Menderes. He resigned in August 1956, most 
probiabty on account of his opposiiion to 
M. Mcndcres' flnancial policy and to M. Zeyyai 
Maudallnci's (q.v.) activities -in* Minister of Economy 
and Commeree, His fe^ignation disappointsid those 
w ho saw him as u possible succussor to M. Mendercs, 
and be sank into temporary political obscurity. He 
was rc-elci^trd a Deputy (for Gazianiep) in the 
general elections of October 1957 and was appointed 
Minister of Agriculture in the fifth Mendercs' 
Cabinet in November 1957, His return to the 
Cabinet was interpreted fl-s a possible coftcession by 
M. Mendercs to the moderatsw in ihe Democrat 

F“Hy- . ,, I- ,■ 1, 

He spc^iks some French and hts wife some English,^ 

Roth are friendly- 

109. OriU Civil 

Born in Adana in 1904. he studied at WUncmbcrg 
Agrieultural School and the Istanbul School of 
pSliieal Science. Elected Dcpuiy for Nigdc In 1935 
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and in 1943 Deputy EorScylian, On the formation 
of the second Hasaji Saka Cabinet in, June I94S he 
became Minister of Agriculture and oonlittucd to 
hold this portfolio on the formation of the Giinaliay 
Cabinet in Januu^ 1949, He lost his seat in the 
1950 geneml elections. For some time he remained 
an infiuenllal member of the party and associated 
himself with S^Jn’Lsctiin Gltnaltay's plans for its 
reform. He has ntiw completely severed Ns 
connocrions with ihc P.R.P. and supports the 
Government whole-heartedly. He was eketed as an 
Independent Deputy in the Democrat Farty list in 
May 1954. and joined the party shortly after tbc 
elections. He is now on good terms with the Prime 
Minister, and is trying to build up his position in 
the Denwemt Party in the rich Adana area. Never-^ 
theless he failed lo be rc-cicctcd as & Democrat Party 
candiduic in the eleclions of 19S7. 

He owns, and at one time edited, the 
Caz^iL'xi of Adana and carEy in 3951 started it da#ty 
paper. in Ankara, which he edits and to 

whkh he coniributc'i regularly. 

He speaks Some German niJtl is friendly to us. 

lit). Or bay, Hiisuyin. Hnuf 

Born in JS8]:. he was trained as a naval officer, 
and disiinguishtd himself as captain of the 
ffwniiify&ft during the Balkan wars. Jn the first 
World war he ev^entually became Chief of The Naval 
Staff, and at its close, as Minister of War, he signed 
the armistice at Mudro$ on the 30tlt October. 1918. 

Elected Deputy lo the Ottoman Parliament in 
1920. he helped Aialiirk to create the Nationalist 
movement and was arrested and doporled to Malta. 
In 1922 he became Ataiurk’s Prime Minister, but 
he signed after the Treaty of Lausanne in protest 
agmnst his consttiutional polkyv In 1924 he went 
into opfwsition and became president of the new 
Progressive Party, In 1936 he went to London 
and soon aflcrwards was sentenced, in absenfia, to 
ten ycars^ impriiKjnnienl for cemspiracy against 
AtatUrk's life, Ke remained in exile until 1936 and 
was never recondted to Atatfirk. In 1939 he was 
elected Deputy and officially exonerated from any 
part in the plot against Alaliirk; and in 1942 he 
was appointed Ambassador in London. He rtsigred 
in 1944, 

A cheirming nnd popular old man. M. Orbay is on 
good terms with all parties, but has him^lf made no 
uriouK effort to return to politics aince his defeat 
in a by-election in Istanbul in 1949. He is a eon- 
sisieni and ufdcni supporter of .Anglo-Turkish 
friendship and itpcaks English well. 

11J, OjuiiLwy, Muniz Fajk 

Bom in 1911 at Mitykne, of which 3>is father. 
Faik All was governor, later an Under-Secretary^ of 
Slate at the Minislry of the Inicrior and a celebrated 
poet. There was u long family liicTary tradition 
in which M. Oiansoy has followed. He is a well- 
known pivei and has published two filersry 
periodicals. Miif'ftwni and fihar^ 

M, Ozansoy was educated at Galatasary, at 
Isiunbul and KKik his degree in law at Ankara" He 
joined the Bank jn 1935, At [he Ministry of 
Economy, which he joined in 1939. tie was 
successively a Direclof of Section, an Inspector and 
a Preiudent of the Corps of fnspeciors in 1946. In 
1949 he became DirectOT-Gcnernl of the Foreign 
Trade Dcparimcnl and in May 1953 an Urdcr- 
Secreiary of State. 

At '^e request of the Conunis.siofi which investi¬ 
gated In early 1956 ihc alleged irregulariiics in ofUcc 
of Hasan F^atkan Fatin Rij^i) l^rlu it/A'.y 

and Sitki Virefili he was placed <yi disponihitir^ 
fo' several monihs. He returned lo office, thinner 


but much re-sicd, .shorcly before the ihrce cx-Mtns|crs 
were exonerated by the Commission. 

In February 1957 He wws appointed iin Under- 
Secretary of State at the Prime Ministry. Later In 
Ihc year he resigned at M, Mcndere$'« request to 
become editor of the Deniocrai Party paper ilavaiUi, 
He stood, iimiuoccssfully, ai a Democnit Party 
cardidate for Ankara In the 1957 general elections 
and wus suhsequcnily given the appointment of 
Director-General of the Departincni of Press. 
Broadco-sling ami Tourism in place of I>r. Alyot 

He is hard-working but " hcav^'" and long- 
winded. But he is paiicnl and willing to lisicn lo 
complaints. He is honest and reasonably inicHigCftl 
but 11 ot well ci|Uippcd us an ecoiioini.sl. He speaks 
English and excellent French, 


112, Perm, .Vtidiai; 

Bom in 19)7 ji Nevrekoj in Macedonia, lie was 
educated nt the Galalasary Lyo6c and at Brussels 
University. 

He played a prominent part in the establishment 
of the Democrat Party in Irjnir in 1946 and but for 
a difference with ihe party leaders would have been 
a candidate there in the general election of 19^. 
He had journaUsiic exp^ience with several news- 
pnpers in Istanbul and in 1946 joined the sialT of 
fiL'mokruf iZfuir, the Democrat Party organ in that 
areti. For a time fie W’as principal sub-editor of the 
1st.inbut daily, Yeni hiuHbHl, but soon resigned and 
started his own newspaper, isfunhidt? Eijr/j/cj. wliich 
is a daily evening paper. He Is .still pwncr-ediior 
of this newspaper which supports the Democrat 
Party Government, and be is on good icrms with 
the Prime Minister He is active Tn ihe Democrat 
Party in f.stanbul oi d member of the parly executive 
und was clccicd a Deputy on the Democrat Party 
list for Istanbul in the 1957 general clections. 

Widcly iravcllcd in Europe and the Middle East, 
Perin. who is pro-British, visited the United 
Kingdom as a member of the Turkish Press <ldeg&- 
lion in 1953. He spcak.s French and ha! a fair 
oommiind of English which, however* he is shy to 
use, Hfs wife is an attractive woman who speaks 
exeeilcnt English. 


113. Poktkao. Havan 

Bom In I9|5 ot a Tartar family of Eski^hir> he 
studied at the School of Pofitjca) Sdcnoc and 
sjKcialised in finanec and banking. He was 
lns{>cctor at the Agricullural Bank until 1946. when 
he jotned the tTcmocrtii Party and was elected a 
Dem^rat Deputy, Re-elected in 1950, he was 
appointed Minister of Labour in the first Democrat 
Governmenu fn December 1950 he was appointed 
Minister (.if Finance and very' soon afienvards 
presentt^ the first Democrat Party budget, which 
was mainly the work erf the Primifi Minister hinwelfr 
In September 1953 he went to the United Slates to 
ptiend the I.M.F* meeting. In Miiy 1954 lie was 
reappointed Minisitfir of Finance and was generally 
considered to have been a success in the post. 

Jn 3955 3ii$ lask became increasingly difficult us 
the country's economic situation dclerroraiod. He 
had to aiiKcpi directives on economic policy froiti 
Faiin Zorlu (r^.v.) and was .siud lo have offered hb 
resignation several times. Forced lo resign in the 
Cabinet crisis of November 1955 he (with Fatin 
Rii^tiJ Zorlu and Sitki Yircali iii,v.)} became subject 
lo a Parllanicntary Investigation into bis acriviiies 
wlhiilc at the Finance Minbtry. He was (with the 
others) exonerated by tile Commission in June 1956, 
and returned to hk old appointment oA Minister 
of Finance in December 1956, Rc^]4'cted a Depuiv 
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tn October I9S7 und rcnuiiiwd m Miniiiter of 
Finance in the Fifth Menderes Cahinei in November 
\^57. 

M. Pohik:iin jjt young and intdiigent but has 
ga lived the rcpUlalion of being an ambilious polilLc^l 
optKsrtunist. His wjigon is firmly hilched lo 
M. Menderes'^ Star end ne is alleged lo be unpopular 
in ihc Democrat Party. 


IM. RIiao, Kadrl 

Born about A career lie vi.a 2 i 

appointed Consul at Hamburg in 1925, First 
SecreUty m Washington 1927-50. After serving 
in the Ministry <it Foreign Aifairs for a year he 
served as Counsellor at Rome. Warsaw* Brussels 
and London. Recalled to the Ministry in 1942. he 
was Director-General of the Protocol Department 
from 1944 lO ]94‘3* when he was appointed Minister 
to Prague, but did not take up the uppoirument 
owing to Uk ohieciions of some nvcntbcrs of the 
Cabinet* He wii unemployed until May 1950. 
when he wus appointed Counsellor in London. In 
the spring of 1952 he was sent to Bucharest as 
Charge d'Affaires, and in September 1:952 he was 
iippoinied Minister in Amman. App^^inled 
Ambasstidor at ?vcw Delhi in April 1957. 

M, Rizan. who, as “Chef du Protocok ” was 
competent but not always lactfuL .st^ks ffucni 
English and lakes a pride in his English outlook. 
Kc is cultured* but not an engaging nuinj he ii a 
snob. A bachelor. 


|J5, SdfoU Miiktrrcfo 

Born in Cedti in 1909. He studied medicino in 
Istanbul and in Germany. Joined the Government 
Medical Service and was lransferrcJ to Aydim where 
he became friendly with M. Menderes and joined 
the Democnic Party. 

Elected a Deinocra! Party Deputy for Isianbul in 
1950 and uppoinied Minister of State (lor Press 
Affairs) in May |954. At the end of 1954 and in 
1955 he gained notoriety us the prosecutor of 
scvciol journalists tor libel and one eff them was 
eventually sentcnoed in 195b 10 nine months 
imprisoiiment. He found it politic to hand over 
nominal control of his own newspsiper, T^rk Sesi,. 
since* as Minister of State, he comrollcd the alloca¬ 
tion of newsprint ind the placing of olhcial 
advenis^'^ments. He resigned from the Ministry of 
State in October 1955 and beeaui# iubject to a 
prlianvcntary investigation on ebargeior corrupticn. 
He was csoncnitcd in June 1956. lo the dismay 
of the Opposition and to some of |he f^ynocrai 
Parly, but, although he still retains the Prime 
Minister's favour, he has not yet returned to political 
prominence. Re-elected u Deputy (for Ectime) in 
October 1 957 . 

Dr* Sarol is inidligcni hut unpopular in the 
Democrat Party and generally believed to be 
poll tiea Ely and moriilly disihonest. He is* however* 
■j firm crony of the Prime Minister* who protected 
him against his own party while Mirustcr of Slate* 
His unpopularity was such that he was taken off 
the Detmxrat Forty candidate list for Istanbul in 
the 1957 clecUons *iS they feared that his presence 
might loK then] the elcclion^ in that province. 

He is married and speaks French and German. 


116. Sorper, ScUm Riuf 
Born in Istanbul tn Ilt9<> and educated at 
Heidelberg, he joined the TurkLib Foreign Service 
;ind served in Moscow, Odef:$a. Elcrlin. BuchaneAt 
und in the Ministry, tn 1959 he was appointed 
head of the newly created Central Information 


Bureau* which in 1945 was reorganised as the 
Dlrectoniic General of Press and Frepa^nda. 

Appointed Ambassador' to Moscow in 1944, he 
was transferred to Rome in 1944 and soon after¬ 
wards becanw: Turkish representative to the United 
Nations Organisation 

Duri^, his many years tit the United Nations his 
reputation increased and he made a number of 
forceful speeches On Turkey's behalf* particijlarty on 
the Cyprus problem. He is a tough and resolute 
charaeier with plenty of common sense. Appointed 
Turkish Permanent Dctcgjite to NATO at Paris in 
June 1957. but rciurncd temporarily lo New York 
In OclobEr to handle the Turkish case in the Syrian 
crisis. 

flc speaks good English, is very presentable and 
has a very' altraciivc wife. 

117* SmyjfUti, Adnan 

B<jm in 1907 and educated partially in Paris. He 
Fs Ihc best known Turkish comparer and has lauglU 
at the Ankara Music Teachers' College and has also 
been a professor cf music at both Istjnhul and 
Ankara Conservatoires. 

His most famous composiiicHis are The Yunus 
Emrc Oratorio whiclii has been pcrformeii in Paris 
untl ihe first Turkish opera* Kcrein. 

118. lacnm Nccali* Ccneml 

Born ubou* 1895 and commissioned about ]914. 
he w'us an infantry officer. He served In the First 
WiFrld War and in the Turkish War of Independence. 
In 1945 he was promoted brigadier-gcncrQiL and 
major-gcncTuI in 1947, He oommanded the lltb 
Division in 1948* the 25i:ct Divis^ion in 1949 and the 
bth Dvision in 1951 when he was promoted 
licutcnant-gciicral. He joined the Turkish General 
SlalT in 1952 and in Fi^bruary 1953 took port In the 
^Ikan Pact Staff talks in Ankara. In August 1953 
he became Commander of the iSth Corps and 
Garrison Commander Ira fslanbuL In April 1954 be 
visited Belgrade as head of tire Turkish group to 
itic Balkan Pact Staff talks. Appointed Commander, 
Third Array, in June 1956: and promoted U> full 
general in August 1956. Appointed Commander* 
Land Forces, in December 1957. 

General Taean i,*t cheerful and popular and has, 
always had good appoininienti^* althotigh he doe$ not 
appear lo be very intelligent. He speaks no forcien 
lunguages* but hev wife speats some English. 

119* Tanri4>cr, tfarndullah Stiphi 

Born in i^tonbul in 3 885* and educated ut Gulala' 
sary, be joined the Ministry of Foreign AITuirs and 
occupied hintsdf m writing poetry. In 1910 he was 
appointed I^ofcssor of Turkish Literature at 
Istanbul. He travelled in Germany during the first 
world war and joined Musiafw Kenuil in 1920. 

In 1921 and in 1925 he was Minister of Public 
InsiructLon: and during the 'twenties he held Mveiut 
other high appoinlnienis. In 1923 he became Presi¬ 
dent of the Turkish Oc^iks* to which ive devoted 
most of his time and energy; but in 1931, to hU 
great grief, the Ocoics were merged Into the Halkevis 
of ihe F.R.P* In the ssime year he was uppcinied 
Minisler and later Ambasasdor in Bucharest. 

He returned lo Turkey in 1945, and was elected 
P.R.P. deputy for Istanbul tn 1946. He resigned 
from the P.R.P. in 1947 and was elected Independent 
deputy for Maniiia in 1950. In 1948 lie tried to 
restart the Dcaks. but without great success. 
□ecEed an ludependcnl Deputy In the Democrat 
Party list May 1954. Joinred the Freedom Party in 
1957 and stoc^ unsuccessfully on dae Freedom Party 
list for Istanbul in the October 1957 elections. 
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A pan-Tumrii^n and sometimes pan-Eslamtc 
idealist. M. TanriOver decided in 1946 to urge the 
moral value to youth Of Moslem religious education 
He secured an unexpected amount of support and 
obtained permission for religious cla.sses. Smooth, 
genteel and pbtdudinous. his health is now 
indifferent. Elected President of the Franco-Turkish 
Cultural -■Visocialtoiii in 1955. 

IZtl. Turay. Cemal Hiisnii 
Born about 1897, he was deputy for Gumuifhanc 
from 1925 to 1930, In 1928 he was chief Turkish 
dcicgule for the Exchange of Populations, and in 
1929 Minister of Edticoiion. 

Minister in Berne from 1930 to 1936. he was a 
niembcr of the Turkish delegation to the Disamiu- 
meni Conference in 1932. Again eleclcd deputy in 
1936 he was head of a Turkish Mission which nego¬ 
tiated a number of ircaiics and conventions In 
I'chrun- .Appoiritcd Minister to Brussels in 1938, he 
wa.'f transfeired to Warsaw 45 Ambassitdof in 1939. 
Appointed Ambassador in Tehran in 1941 he was 
recalled for telling the Queen of Persia at a reception 
that she had the loveliest breasts in die w'orld. 

.Appi^jnted Ambassador in Rome in 1944, he was 
later recalled on account of another uJIcged scandal 
and was employed in the Ministry as an adviser* 
He was retired from the service in 1949. but he 
appealed to the courts against the dacision and won 
hts case¬ 
in February 1952 he became head, of the Turkish 
Section of tire ncwly-formcd Turco-Grcck Mixed 
Coriimission, In September 1952 lie was appomled 
Ambassador in Athens. Nominated to Sanliogo in 
December 1953* he took up his post a year later. 

Cemal Htisnii is pleasant to talk lo. speaks French 
and plays a fair game of bridge. He is. however, 
very im^tuous. Is unmniiicd. 

111. Torhan, MUmta:^ 

Bom in Istanbul in 1907, he graduated tn Law 
and entered ihc Ministry of Finance, where he served 
In vyriou.s posts rmishing in 1954 os Chalrmaa of 
the Supreme Accounts Comrnittce. Elected Demo¬ 
crat Parly Deputy for Ankara In 1954* and appointed 
Minj^ier of Labour in ihc 4th Menderes Cabinet in 
December 1955. Visited Lfniled Kingdom us u guest 
of Her Majesty ‘5 Government in July 1956. 

M* 1 arhan lias always been interested in education, 
and tsChairniiin of the Turkish Educational Aii^ocia- 
lion and President of the Bffiird of Govemora of 
Ankara College: and some people had expected that 
he would be Minister of Education in the new 
Cabinet. But he failed for re-dcction as a Deputy 
ffor Ankara) in the October 1957 elections and 
duloinatically relinquished his Cabinet appointmenl. 
l-le was* however, appointed Vali and Mayor of 
Utanbul in Novemter 1957, replaaflig Professor 
Gc>kay (fj.v.) us a ooriiscilalion prize. 

He is a man of some personality and drive, 
although he is rumoured to be prone to intrigue and 
favouriliara. He is reputedly prO'ErUish and is :iatd 
to have been responsible for the policy of recruiting 
British (as opposed lo American)' teachers for 
Ankara College. He is very ambitious. 

He sp^ks French. 

122 . ri»h*f, Madame \azli 
Mme. Tlabar is preanlnent In caltural affairi* a 
Icccii Democrat Party oiguniser In fsEanbul. and 
known 'Outside Turkey as a delegate to the Council 
of Europe. 

Born in Istanbul In 1913, she was educated at (he 
American Girls' School and later in Cemtany, She 
hiid no specialist training but turned from bing a 
housewife lo become a &puty in Istanbul in 1950 
In 195? she visited the Uniled States as a guest of 


the State DepartmenL Later that year she wa't 
elected a member of the Foreign Affairs Comminee 
of the Asscrnbly. uiul in Noveraber she was u 
member of the Turkish ParliDmentary Dcicgalion to 
the United Kingdon^, 

She waR re-clected in the L9S4 eketions* and in 
1954 and E955 wari a member of the Turkish Dele¬ 
gation to the Consultative Assembly of the Connell 
of Europe. She is active in the Turkish Woracn^s 
League and in ilic Turco-.American .Association. 
A'isited United Kingdom at the invitation of a local 
Conservative As.sociation in January 1956. Re-elected 
a t>eputy in Oclober 1957, 

She is well travelled and Cultivated and speaks 
very good English as well as Greek- Nothing is 
Heard in public of her husband. She has a son at 
school in Istanbul. 

123. larchai]* Habib Kdip 

Bom about 1890. A business man, he was 
engaged for many years in siKCCjisful trade with 
Germany* but by 1936. u.v tbe re$ult of unfortunate 
deals* he was peiiniless. Then, with Ihc support of 
leading he organised export and import oftkcs 

in Berlin and Hamburg and prospered once again. 
During ihc Second World War he helped the Ger¬ 
mans considerably, was .vuspeci'cd of being a German 
cigent and wa(^ placed <m the Allied black list. 

Now ti very wealthy man. he bought Ttw/rj from 
M. Valfin in 9948, but it did not appear. In |95C 
he founded Fwij fxiiinhul, a paper which tends to 
scn.salionalj<;m. and which reported the nation 

of MufShol Tito during his visit to London in 1953* 

Tbrchan is a dubious commercial adventurer* He 
Speaks German and spends a l>nl of time and money 
ojt his estate in Switzerland. He married bis 
Germuit wcreiary* He ha5 good lasie and is agree¬ 
able lo talk 10 . 

124. Tozait* Sttvei l.iiifi 

Born ai Trebinje, Herzegovina, In 1889 of Serbian 
Mastern pureniage. Studii^ (aw in Geneva at the 
expense of Prince Sa^ hell in, who opposed the 
Sultan, During the First World War he had to 
go into hiding and was taler captured and im¬ 
prisoned. Escaped and was a( large until the Aliks 
occupied Con-vtantinOpIc. The new Turkish Govern¬ 
ment sent him to Paris for economic ncgotiiitions. 

Later, went into private business, buying and 
scUing arms and other military .supplies in many 
countries. During the Second World War he con¬ 
tinued to trade in arms in many parts of Europe. In 
9942 worked in the Balkunsi for S.O.E., was captured 
and sentenced to twelve years' imprisonment* but 
escaped by undergoing an operation and bribing his 
captors and returned lo 1'urkey, He subsequently 
received the 0,B,E, He continues to travel widely 
on busin®,v. 

Todan is a wealthy adventurer w'ho is not to be 
tiTLsied, He makes a habit of tackling distinguished 
British personalities. The French consider that he 
worked against them and will not allow him to enter 
France (he owns a hou.ve In Paris). He at one time 
owned ihc Emirgftn KiOSk On Ihc Bosphorus, but 
this way expropriiited by the Turki.sh authorities* who 
also distrust him. He is married to his former 
secretary, a German. 

He vmted the Lniicd Kingdom in 1956 and wrote 
a sensible letter lo Tfjt' Tifitvs setting out Turkish 
viewi on Cyprus. This may have been prompted 
by his recent rapprochemenil with M, Menderes. 
iv'tih whom he used to be on terms of the biitercsi 
personal enmity. 

125. [ unboylu* ivmall liakki, Gvfienil 

Born in Bulgaria about 1897 and commissioned 
in Ihe artillery about 1916. Took part in the Firsi 
World War and War of Independence. In IW2 he 
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spent six numihs in Gcrnun^ On the ArmanKM 
Purchiusiag ComffliiSNjciii. Ptoniotvtl brigsidier io 
IV45 timi unil Ccnunander 

in I94i^, Ptomoled Lkutenant'icneral acui b^Lmc 
Chkf of Staff. Lund FoiCttS, in J950. in the surnmcr 
of 1952 he was given acting onmimnd of the First 
Army. Later went as Chief of the Opera[iontf 
Branch to the Turkish General Staff for over a yeaip 
and in J954 returned to comniand the First Army, 

Having acted as Chief of the General Stair while 
General fiarunsel was ilL he was eonfirmod in 
the appoinlineni in June 1956. 

To the iteneral surprise, he resigned in September 
1957 (together with Admiral ALtincan General 
AkiKML (t/.v.) and Genera] U^aner } to stand as 
a I>emocrat Party candidate in the 1957 elections. 
He was duly elected on the Democrat Parly list for 
Yozgai. 

Hard-working and able. General Tunaboylu Is 
milddooklng and wears glasses. He has a great 
odnij ration for I he British Army and often ret^U 
his ^isit to General WavelPs headquarters during the 
iiecond World War, Noi talkciiive but friendly and 
receptive to modem idca,s He is held in high 
^eeiii by the United Stales military mission. 
Speaks poor French and no English. Married, but 
his wife never appears in public. 

126. TurLmeik, Itvh^ct, JJcuteniint-GeiKral 

Born in Ifl99 in Mitylrne. he wa? commissioned 
in 1915 and served in tJic infantry and on the 
General Staff. He served in Me.stinc and in the 
War of Liberation he fought against the Greeks ^t 
iirair. After the war be served on ihe Eaittem 
Frontier and distinguished himself in action ng:iinst 
the Kurds. After an inicrval spent as Military 
Attache tn Athens, Moscow and Stockholm, he 
returned to the Eastern Frontier in 1^2 and held 
two staff dppointmeiiits there. From 1944 to [94S 
he wai Director of Military Inletiigeocc on the 
Turkish General Staff. He W'as appointed 
BrEgadier-Gctlcral at Iskendenm in 1950 and 
promoicd Major-General in E95l amJ. in 1952. 
he became Turkish Asssstruii Commander at 
UALFSEE in Izmir, 

In Sepcember 1953 he was appointed Head of the 
7 urkish Securily Service, In ihifi appointment he 
pursued energetically a policy designed to turn the 
service from an imrincicni family business into an 
orEanisairon based on Anglo-American uonoepcis^ 
and tirst months in oHke were stormy owing io 
the antipathy of the old siaff la hii reforms. He, 
never!hcIcLss, consolidated his position and enjoyed 
the confidence of the Presidcni and Prime Minister. 
He took a great interest in the Countef-Subverston 
CoiTimiitoe of the Baghdad Pact of which he was 
Chaimum for two years. In March 1957 he was 
appointed Ambasuidor at Baghdad. 

General Turkmen is pompons and self-opinionated 
ansi rather a bore, He is, however,, energetic and as 
Meud of the Security Service was co^jperative ami 
helpful to us. He is Western in outlook and speaks 
French, Russian, English and some German. He 
has a bridge-playing and expensive wife and u son 
in the Turkish Foreign Service. 

127, Leaner, Fcizf, General 

Born in 1900 of Kurdii^h stock. Served on 
Caucarian front in 1914 18 war, and on all fronts 
during the War of lodcpcndcnoe. Was Chief of 
Air Staff on Turkish General Staff, and Difoctor of 
Supply on the Turkish General Staff: and in April 
195.1 he was appointed Commander-in-Chicf of the 
Turkish Air Force, 

He resigned in September 1957 ttogether with 
other Service chiefs) lo stand as n Dcmocrut Party 
candidate in the October 1957 elections: and was 
diJ> clcciod on the Democrat Party list for Izmir. 
Appointed Minister of CommunicaTions replacing 


M. Deniirer {(/rV,} in the Fifth Mendcres Cabinet in 
November 1957. 

He has a striking bbnOe wife and no children. 
He speaki quite pa^esable English. He is always 
friendly to us, but more so to the Americans, and 
IS easier socially than most senior Turkish officers. 
He is not veiy intelligeni or energetic. 

I2H, Lta^ Fahreltin 

Born in Istanbul in 191J, be was a banker and 
former inanager of the Istanbul branch of the Cenlnil 
Bank. Elected Dcnwcrat Party Deputy for Istanbul 
in 1954 and appointed Minister of Stale in the 
Cahinei reshuffle following the riots of ^ptember 
6-7. 1955. Appointed Minister of Economy and 
Commerce in the Fourth Mendercs Cabinet, in 
December |955 he resigned, ostensibly because of 
lil'health (he docs in fact suffer from high blood 
pressure) in May 1956 and was rcpLacod by 
^yyat Mandalirtci (fl.v,). While in office 
M, Ulaj gaincEd a repu^tion for industry, competence 
and honesty and his resignation was generally 
considered to have been caused by disagreement with 
M. Mendcrcs' economic policy. Re-eloct^ a 
iX'puty in ihe general elcclions of October 1957 

Re speaks French and a little English. 

119, Uluviin, Ar.iz, V'koAdminil 

Born about l9tJ5. he joined the Turkish Navy after 
the First World War and attended courses at Ports- 
mouih during 1929 and 1930, Promoted commander 
;irtd appointed to the Turkish General Stuff in J938. 
he vaitcd the United Kingdom in 1959 on a purchase 
mission, and again in 1940. Naval aitach6 in 
London from 1942 to 1946,. he was promoted captain 
in 1944. Hi; held sevcntl senior naval appointments 
untt 1949 when he became Director of Naval 
lutcLigence oti the Turkish General Staff. He left 
this appoitiEmcnE in 1951 lo be the Turkish member 
the Militafy Representatives" Committee of 
NATO at Washington, He was promoted rcaC' 
admiral in 1950, and vicc-adminil in I9S5. He is 
now Undcr-Sccrciary of Siuie at the Ministrv of 
Defence. 

Both Ri^ar-Admiral Ulusan und his. wife SpCuk 
English well. He is welt disposed to Britain and 
Amcnca, The leaders of the Democrat Party think 
well of him, but probably do not lea.vc much lo his 
imtkutive. He is clever and ambhiou:^ with a 
propensity for intrigue, and it may be that his charm 
of manner and ability to understand our point of 
view give a false impres.tion of his Westernisation. 
Underneath he is probably us dyed'In-Ehe-wooC a 
Turk as any. 

Although it wa.s: at one lime almost certain that 
he would be appointed TurkUh Ambassador to 
Canada, he was transferred in August 1956 as 
Commandvr-in-Chief, Turkish Fleet, repUcins 
Admiral Korutiirk (ly.v.). 

1.30. Urgtipidu ,‘vua( Hayri 

,Son of (he last Otioman Sheikh-a l-tslam, he was 
bom in Damascus in 1903 and educated at the 
EnglisK school in Ixianbul, Galalarosay. and the 
Istanbul Faculty of Law. In 1925 he was appomted 
Turkish General Agent on the Mixed Arbitral 
Tribunal, and in 1932 he began to pruaise as a 
barrister in isEanbul. 

Elecled Deputy for Kayseri in 1929, he was 
appoinicd Minksler for Cu.<itom,s and Monopolies in 
1933. He resigned in 1946 after a sugar scandal, 
but in 194ft he was cleared of all charges against 
hini. 

Rc’^lcded Independent Deputy for Kayseri with 
Democrat Party support tn 1950, he reprcscnlcd 
Turkey at [he E950, 1951 and 1952 meetings of the 
CoiuiuEiaiivc Assembly of the Council of Europe 
and became a member of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee of the Assembly. In September 1951 he 
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joined the Dcmocrut Party, and in September 1952 
he was appointed Ambassador lo the German 
Federal Republic. He is highly ihoughi of in 
Government circles. He wits a^inted Turkish 
Ambassador at London in August 1955 and took up 
his p^t in September, .\ppvvmied Ambassador at 
Washington in February 1957 bu.| only assumed his 
duties some nwnlhs later after conflicting rumours 
that the appointment would not be finally approved. 
He was nor very successful in London, and h!s 
command of English Is limited. 

He is said to be venal and untrustworthy and to 
hove been mixed up in politics right up to his 
appointnrent to London. 

131. U/, Behcet, Dr. 

Born in Buldan in 1895 he was educated at an 
Izmir secondary school and the Medical Faculty Of 
E.stanbul University where he specialised in children's 
discajics. From 1921 to ri)3Q he workerl as a doctor 
in Izmir and in 19.^0 was cleeied to the Izmir 
Municiiul Assembly of which he subscquenily 
bcoime president. 

In 3941 he was elected P.R.P. Deputy for DenizH 
and for a few months in m2 was Minister of 
Commerce in the Saraco^Iu Cabinet- In 1943 lie 
was appeti riled head Of I he P.R.P- in Istanbul ami 
was rc'clcctcd for Denizii in 1944. In August 1946 
he became Minister of Health in the Peker Cabinet 
but lost his place on the formation of the ricennd 
Saka Cabinet in June 1948, 

Dr. Uz lost his scat in the 1950 elections but wa$ 
eiccied Dcpuiy for Izmir as an Jndepcndeni in the 
Democrat Puny list in 1954, He had resigned from 
the P.R.P. in February 3953 benrause of personal 
dilfcrentr'cs with the Izmir leadership of the party 
arwl after his appointment m Minister of Health in 
May 1954 he officially joined the Pcnyqcrat Party. 

He resigned with Ihe rest of the Cabinet in ihe 
cri.'iiiS of November 1955 and was not reappointed. 
Lititc has been heard of him since, although he was 
rc-electcd. a Deputy in the general elections of 
October 1957. 

Married, he speaks good French and German and 
a little Ertglish. Capable and efficient, he has 
considerable drive and orga nising a bilily. ,A rabid 
anti'Communi.vi, he is friendly to u.^;^ bul also admires 
the Gemians- 

132. vcllbr^e, ZDhtU 

Born Izmir in 1890. Studied law at Sabnika and 
in 1933 was appointed an Lissisianl kgal adviser 
at the Minl-stry of Foreign Affairs. Resigned during 
the War of Jndcpeodeooc to serve as a liaison officer 
wilh Ihe MlntsiD' on the cast front. In 1923 he was 
called lo the Izmir biir und laier to the Ankara bur. 
He played, a large part an preparing ilic Democrat 
Party's drufi of [he new ekclorul law of 1950. 

E3ee!ed l^emoerat Deputy in 1950, he was 
appointed Minister of Economy and Commerce in 
the first Democrat Oovemment." and generally acted 
a.v M in bier for Foreign Affairs during the absences 
of M, Kbpriflu. His inefficient' as Minister was 
widely criticised in commereial circles, and he was 
drop[^ frtim the Governmene in March I95l : but 
he remains a dose pcTsonal friend of the Prime 
Minister and is a member of the Eitccutii'c Council 
of the Dcmocrut Party. He i* ulw chairman of tlie 
board which controls ihe Governmeni newspaper 
Zafer. Re-ebeted a Deputy in May 1954, bm was 
defeuicd in the 1957 eJeclions, 

He is friendly lo us. He speaks French well. He 
is very deaf. 

13.3. Tilnian^ .\hnvrt Fin In 

Horn in Sabnica of Ddnine parentage in LSS9, he 
was educated ai the German iPChooL ami the Law 
Faculty In Istanbul and studied economics ai 


Columbia University, He was a comespondent in 
Germany during the first world war am) afterwards 
he conibined journalism with a sociological Iccfure- 
ship in Istanbul. In 3923 he s^iartcd Vartiti. In 1936, 
in co-operation with Zekeriya Scrtcl, he launched 
Ton, bu[ left after a disagreement with Send and 
reslarted Farrm in 1939. 

Watun had by 1952 begun to fall into disrepute, 
when in Novena3:?cr a group of Moslem reactbnary 
conspirators made an attempl on M. Yalman'^ life 
in Malatyu. This IncidcTit and the consequent strong 
action taken by the Governmeril ugainsi ciiircmists 
brought M Yalman back into prominence as liome^ 
thing of a national hero. 

An oulspokcn critic of the P.R.P, Govern men i 
when in power, he did not hesitate also to criticise 
Denwerat Fariy policies after the change of 
Gos’ernment. His attitude towards the Democrat 
Party moved rapidly from independence to opposi* 
tion and for tlic Iasi year he has strongly attacked 
M- Mendercs for ihc illibcrality of the reginic. The 
circulation of ViitUft has risen accordingly, and the 
paper has also been reorganised completely with new 
capilal. 

Capricious, unstable, and given to sensational 
comment, lie likes to think of himself as a ffbcralt 
und is a keen supporter of moral fcarmameni. He 
U a regular visitor to the United Kingdom where he 
has many friends. On foreign policy his altitude 
vacijtalcs, but he is fairly consistently pro-American : 
on internal affairs he fighis religious reaction and 
authoritarianism, Though diflieuli to reason with, 
he is personally friendly. He speaks English. French. 
German and Italian. 

134. ^urditne;, Ciliii 

Born in 3>i^u Hcyazii in I9|], he studied law in 
Istanbul and pmcliscd ns n lawyer until hw eleciion 
ft.s DcTiiOcral Deputy for Afri in 1950, 

In 1953 he was ortc of the Vicc-^aijmen of the 
.Assembly and Jn Aprii 1953 he was appointed 
Mini-rtcr of Sdilc and. in May 1954, Minister of 
Education, replacing M. Buryak He showed 

little sign of life in the Ministry but he survived the 
Cabinet cristii of Nott;mbcr 1955 and was appointed 
Minister of Slate (responsible for Supreme Court 
and Religious Properties uffair;! in the fourth 
Menderej Cabinet, Rcnclected a Deputy in October 
1957 und appointed Minister of Education in the 
fifth Menderes Cabinet in November J9S7. 

He a faithful follower of M, Mcnderes. on 
whose favour he depends. He visiied the United 
Kingdom briefly m 1954. 

135. Vetkin, Nilvit 

Born in Malaty^ in 1916, he is a lawyer by 
profession. Elected People's Republican Party 
Deputy for Malalya in, 3954. he Is rapidly becoming 
mort prominent in P.R.P. affairs. Ht wa* the only 
candidate opposing KaAim Gtiick for the post of 
Socrelury-General at the Ptinj Congress in 1956 and 
gained some vpites. 

He is generally said to be the coming man in the 
P.R.P. and is the main porty spokesman in the Grand 
National Aiiscmbly, He has the reputation of being 
intelligent and balanced. Rc-cicctcd u Deputy in 
the October 1957 elections:. 

He speaks only Turkish. 

136. VimJL 5)itlLi 

Bom in Ikdikcsir in 190S. he studied law in 
Istuiibul and Paris stnd ufterwurds practised os a 
lawyer in B;L3ikcsir, w^hcre he has also farm ing .and 
industrial interests. Joining the Democrat Party 
soon after it wax formed, he was elected to its 
Administrative Council in 1949; and In 1950 he wax 
elected Deputy for Balikesir and bectirtlc Vice- 
President of the Grand Haliono] A^mbly, At the 
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Di^nuxrmt Puny Cc^ngre^s in October I45t he was l^ded the pcrnianeni delegation to the Lea.gue of 

elected a mrentlicr of the pat1y'$ Ex^tiw Com* Nations in 1^38. He was Urst secretary for a lime iit 

miitec. and in December 1951 he was appointed Paris and in 1942 counsellor ajid Charg^J d‘Affaires at 

.Minister of Customs and Monopoties. In September Moscow. !n 1944 he was put in ohatge of the 

1952 he was tramfetred id the Ministry of State Economic Section of the MinislO' and represented 

Industries. I'urkcy at the International Trade Organisation Con- 

Appointed Minister of Economy and Commerce fcrencc at Havana. 1947-48. Was pronioted to be 


in May 1954. he attended the Beirut Economic Con¬ 
ference of Middle and Near Eastern States in June 

1955. He was forced to resign in November 1955 

and. with M. Polatkan and M. Fatin Ru-^tu 
i^orlu made subject to a ParliamenUiry 

Invesiigation. £x.oaefnted with the others in June 

1956. he was ne-elected a Deputy in the general 
elections of October 1957 and appointed Minister 
of Press. Broadcasting and Tourism (a new Ministry! 
in the 5th Menderes Cabinet in November 1957. 

M. Yincali's Ministerial career has *5 far been 
undistinguished. He is fur from popular among the 
rank and hk of the Democrat Party and is believed 
lo depend entirely on the Prime Minister's favour. 
He is married with two children and his wife is 
active in Democrat Party circles. He speaks Frcndi- 

1.17* Vtt«(, Hftsm .Ml 

bom in Jsianbul in IS97. and educated at Istanbul 
University, he was al first teacher ami aXterwards 
joined the Ministry of Eduention. in which be rose to 
be Inspeclor'Gcrienil. He was deputy for Izmir from 
1935 to 1950, and Minister of Education from 
1:933 to 1946. After Ifosing his seat ia the general 
elections of 195Q he resigned fmnu the P.R.P. anti 
withdrew from political life. 

A successful Minister of Education. Yiicel ia a 
liberal and itolerjoi man who seems to lack etiUrely 
the normal Turkish suspicion of foreigners. He is. 
however, regarded os a lightly unreliable intcUectuaJ 
^d was suspecied of Communist empathies while 
in office. He is interested: in British and French 
education, and whilst a Minister he did mueti to 
help the British CirunciU in whose activities be still 
lakes great interest. He visited Cyprus in June 1955 
and lectured to the Turkish community. Pleasant 
and entertaining, especially over a drink, both he 
and hts wife seem u> find life infinitely nmiiiiing. 
He speaks French. 

His son. Can Yilecl, worked for a time Ln the 
Information Office of the British Embassy and now 
works for ibe Indian Press Attacks as a translator. 
He ts a poet of somic distinction. 

138. /eytJiMglu. Kcmal 

Born in Eski^hir in 1911, he studied engineering 
at Istanbul and Vienna and becanw a rmds engineer. 
Elected Pemocrai Deputy for Eski^ir in 1946 and 
again in 1950. he wat appointed Minister of Public 
Works in December 1950. and reappointed ia May 
1954 

M, ifeytinollu hi a dose friend of M. Mcndcrcs 
and was known under the previous regime for his 
hitter attacks In the Assembly on Ihc People's 
Republican Party. He resigned with the rest of the 
Cabinet in November 1955 and was not reappointed. 
Little ha.s been heard of him since. Re-clecicd a 
Deputy in the generul elections of October 1957. 

He is married and has two children. 

He speaks Ceritun and a lilUe French. 

139. /oirlu. Fitin RQ^Ifi 

Born in I9l0 at Istanbul. He studied political 
science at Paris and law at Geneva, and was 
admitlcd to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1932 
where he socmi began to specialise in economic sub¬ 
jects. He was appointed head of the departmenL 
dealing with cofnmcrcial negotiations in 1937 and 


an Assistanl Secrctaty-General in 1950 and at the 
same time was put in charge of all E.CA. and 
0.£rE.C. affairs. In ihc spring of 1.952 he was 
appointed permanent Turkish representative on the 
North Atlantic Council* wiih the rank of 
Ambassador. 

His influence with the Prime Minister grew 
rapidly and in May 1954 he was appointed Minister 
of Slate tthe senior of three) and Deputy Prime 
Minister, and became Adnan Mentiercs' righi- 
hand man. He dealt with NATO and 
O.E.E.C. affairs, advised the Prime Minister on 
economic policy sod dictated idsfrvrclions to the 
Minister of Finance and other economic Ministers. 
In April 1955 he repre^nted Turkey with some 
foncefulness at the Asian-African Conferenrce at 
Bandung. He sulfercd at set-back with the failure 
of his mUisioii lo the United Slates where he appealed 
for 5300 million loan. He wa.i; uppe^inted Acting 
Minister for Foreign Alfairji from July to Novem¬ 
ber 1955. 

It was partly his unpopuhtrity that precipitated 
the Cabintd crisis of November 1955, which started 
with a general call for his resignation from the 
Dernocrat Party Gn»up, He duly resigned and was 
subjected to a Parliamentary Investigation into his 
activities at Head of the Finance Committee in hi.s 
capacity of Deputy Prime Minister. He was, how¬ 
ever eitoncrated by the Commission in June 1950 
and wa.s reinstated in the Cabinet at a Minister of 
State in July 1957. Shortly before his reappointment 
a disagreement arose between the President and ffic 
Prime Minister about M. ZojriuV future and he was 
nppoin led '‘J'urk ish Ambassador to Berne. TTie Pri me 
Minister Hirarried the day and the appointment was 
cauecUed. Re-elected a Deputy in October 1957 and 
appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs in the 5th 
Mcndcrcs Cabinet in November 1957+ in spile of the 
renewed alleged opposition of the President. 

M. Zorlu is a protegd of Ihe Prime Minisiei and is 
his principal adviser on foreign policy and ts^also 
counsellor on economic policy* Ruthless and cynical* 
but highly able, he is conscientious to the point of 
fanaticism in upholding Turkish interests. His 
knowledge of economics is limited, but he has great 
faith in his own quick decisions. He is a stubborn 
and inffcKibk negotiator and under a veneer of 
Wesfernkm is probably a xenophobe. One of the 
mtwl oonlroversial poUttcal %ures in Turkey, he is 
piirticularly unpopular with the Americans, arising 
out of his attitude to American Aid in 1955. 

He speaks French and English and U frequently 
seen at social gatherings. His wife is the daughter 
of Tevfik Riqitu Aras, Atatlirk's Foreign Minister 
who negotiate the Turco-Russian Agreement of 
1923. 


I4l>. Zoiia, Rlfki Rii^tu 

Born in 1905: a cancer dlplontalisl who* after 
serving in Switzerland, Sweden* France and Canada, 
was appointed Head of the Second Department in 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1951. He became 
Turkish Minister at Beirut in 1952 and Ambassador 
at Cairo in November 1954. Appointed Ambassa^r 
at Brussels (accredited also to Luxembourg) in April 

1957. 

M. Zorlu is the brother of Fatiu Zorlu 
He is unmarried. 
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